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Preface

“From now on, the degree of implementation of each order to government
authorities will be assessed not by paper reports, but by concrete results... In this
regard, government authorities, at all levels, are required to ... introduce actionable
mechanisms to critically analyze outcomes from the implementation of assigned
tasks and orders. . . Government authorities are called on study opinions of the
population on a regular basis through opinion polls and surveys and other forms of

analyses regarding the implementation of government decisions.”

(Shavkat Mirziyoyev, President of the Republic of Uzbekistan, from the “Address to

the Oliy Majlis’s joint session of the Legislative Chamber and the Senate” held on
January 21, 2020)

A comprehensive system for collecting, storing, processing and publishing official
statistical information with the widespread use of modern information and communication
technologies has been formed in the Republic of Uzbekistan as a result of the consistent
implementation of measures to create the system of state statistics. It’s known that
Statistical data is the oil of the XXI century, century of digital age. Data is the most valuable
resource in the world. It is the engine of development and transformation.

In accordance with large-scale reforms aimed at improving the management system, as
well as related to the modernization of government , including state statistics bodies, based
on the Action Strategy for 2017 -2021 in five priority areas of country’s development ,
some progress has been achieved, which, in turn, is positively assessed by users in the
country and in international statistical community.

Over the past three years, five normative acts were adopted by the President of the Republic
of Uzbekistan, as well as more than 30 regulatory provisions focused on their
implementation were adopted by the government.

The list and composition of the published statistical information have been increased, the
Republic has joined the IMF’s enhanced General Data Dissemination System and the
functioning of the open data portal has been improved both in terms of the quality of
information and its content.

As a result of these reforms, the produced data are highly relevant, in-demand, more open
and accessible to society, which better satisfies user requests for statistical information and
increases confidence in official statistics.
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Active work is underway to conduct nationwide activities, in particular the multi-indicator
cluster survey (MICS) in 2020, the population census in 2022, the agricultural census in
2023, and participation in 2020 round of the International Comparison Programs.

At the same time, there is a deeper awareness of the economic and social value of data in
the socio-economic decision —makings of the country and the need for continuous
improvement. Given this, a common vision has been developed for the development of
national statistical system with the support of the World Bank.

The National Strategy for Development of Statistics (NSDS) is the initiative of the State
Statistics Committee, with the support of the World Bank, and is designed to contribute to
improved relevance of statistics that meet the user’s need, improvement of the management
and coordination of statistical system and ensuring that the development of statistics in the
country is sustainable.

According to the Strategy, a strengthened National Statistical System shall
comprehensively include all bodies of state that are producing official statistics, harmonize
the production and dissemination of statistics, promote the use of official statistics in policy
development, policy monitoring and evaluation as well as decision-making efforts,
advocate and raise statistical awareness of general public, provide framework for the
development of the statistical system.

The core of the strategy is formed by the following strategic objectives:

e Key national indicators that are relevant for policy and decision-making are
property covered.

e A strong quality management, monitoring, and evaluation framework.

e The national statistical system will have a clear data dissemination policy and
practice.

e A sturdy, comprehensive, and coherent legal framework and coordination
mechanism for statistics are in place to maintain integrity and independence.

e The national statistics producers will continue satisfying demand for official
statistical information and will maintain required capacity, contribute to an
informed society through official statistical advocacy and creating the necessary
conditions for statistical awareness of users.

The implementation of NSDS in the period 2020-2025 will allow to achieve the following
broad measurable strategic outcomes:

¢ high user satisfaction in statistical information;
e qualitative motivation of suppliers of statistical data;



Uzbekistan National Strategy for Development of Statistics 2020-2025

e comprehensive support of the government and partners in the development of
national statistics;

e motivation and high qualification of staff;

o effective coordination of the entire national statistical system of the country.

The value system of the State Committee of the Republic of Uzbekistan on Statistics and
other institutions producing data is primarily based on the professionalism, integrity,
quality thinking, reliability, openness, interaction and cooperation with all interested
partners. As a result of the implementation of the NSDS, this value system will be
implemented and institutionalized in accordance with the fundamental principles of official
statistics.

Of course, the implementation of the above measures will create a solid foundation for the
modernization and improvement of the National Statistical System of the Republic of
Uzbekistan in accordance with generally accepted standards and its full integration into the
international statistical community.

Chairman, Country Manager,
The State Committee on Statistics The World Bank Country Office for Uzbekistan
. >\ —
/ - \\/—/ -r::f-‘_\__.
B.A. Begalov Hideki Mori
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Introduction

1.1. Background

Uzbekistan is a landlocked country in Central Asia with an estimated GNI per capita of
2,040 in 2018 at current US$ according to the Atlas method with a population of 33.2
million people as of January 1, 2019, and a land area of 447,000 square km.

The GDP growth was 5.4 percent in 2018. The economic outlook for Uzbekistan remains positive
with 5.6 percent projected in 2019 and high rates projected by 2025 based on the strong investment
growth and a deepening of the reform agenda. Uzbekistan has hitherto relied heavily on the use of
natural resources, notably energy and water, which raises concerns of long-term sustainability.
Food, textile, other manufacturing and services exports are expected to increase in coming years
and gas and mineral export volumes will likely plateau given growing domestic demand and a
softening of world commaodity prices and demand from main trading partners.

Finally, climate change is likely to aggravate water, energy, and environmental constraints.
These developments indicate that economic growth and job creation in the medium term
will rely less on the extractive and other heavy industries than in the past. Uzbekistan’s
natural course of development will have to be a gradual transition from a factor driven to
an efficiency driven economy.

Uzbekistan faces another development challenge in creating new jobs due rapidly
increasing labor force. This will require inter alia accelerated transition from a state
dominated economy toward a market-based economy with dominant role of private sector.
The public sector will not be able to create the large number of jobs needed to meet the
needs of a fast-growing labor force that is projected to continue increasing until 2040.
Private sector development and investment are thus essential to create jobs.

In this context, urbanization will likely make cities the focus of job creation: with
increasing rural-to-urban migration and employment in agriculture expected to fall in
coming years, and a larger share of new jobs will be in urban areas.

The governing structure of Uzbekistan is highly centralized where accountability to the
public and transparency remain major challenges of public administration, though gradual
improvements are being made. During the last few years, the government took steps to
increase transparency, including publication of the approved consolidated budget and the
use of extra-budgetary funds on the Ministry of Finance’s website, including updates on
budget execution. In addition, the 2014 Law on Transparency of State Bodies and Public
Entities is intended to ensure regular publication of, and public access to information on

12
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government decision making. Despite this progress, the limited availability of some
economic, financial, and social data continues to hamper detailed socio-economic analysis
and evidence-based policy making.

Broad structural reforms began in Uzbekistan in 2017. These included the unification of
exchange rate of Uzbek soum and liberalization of foreign exchange market, liberalization
of the visa regime, enhancement of independence for the Central bank, an assessment of
banking sector resilience, the implementation of financial recovery plans in key SOEs,
price liberalization, resumed accession process to the WTO in December 2018, significant
tax cuts since January 2019, and new legislation to promote competition and public-private
partnerships. The authorities remain committed to their goal of achieving upper-middle-
income status by 2030, by increasing the economy’s competitiveness, improving the
business environment, and developing the infrastructure to support rapid job creation.

1.2. Purpose, Content, Users and Uses of NSDS
Purpose and Content

The NSDS has two main objectives. First, it provides an assessment of the current status
of the statistical system of Uzbekistan. Second, it presents a strategic vision on priorities
of the modernization of the national statistical system of Uzbekistan over the next five
years along with the development of an action plan and budget for the cost of measures to
implement this action plan.

The assessment focuses on the institutional and organizational framework of the entire
statistical system, statistical infrastructure, relevance and adequacy of statistical outputs
and physical infrastructure. The results provide a detailed picture of the current state of
official statistics in Uzbekistan, identifying both strengths and gaps of the current system.
The assessment also highlights the main opportunities and threats (SWOT).

Based on the assessment, the strategy section proposed activities to strengthen institutional
and organizational framework through human capital, and technological resources
development, adoption of advanced management practices, and use of international
statistical standards and best practices. These activities are designed to improve the
effectiveness, efficiency, and image of the national statistical system of Uzbekistan in
general, and of the SCS in particular.

Uzbekistan is one of few countries without an NSDS, which means that there is no
comprehensive framework and a roadmap for future improvements on statistics. The

13
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proposed NSDS will be the cornerstone for the Government’s planned reform program, to
help realize the National Development Strategy, and to fulfill government decrees on
improving the statistical capacity of the country.

Potential Users and Uses of NSDS
In summary, the NSDS is intended for use by:

e the SCS and other agencies tasked with producing statistics in defining and
implementing their annual and longer-term programs within a coherent framework;

e the Government of Uzbekistan in understanding the national statistical system, its
strengths and weaknesses and the developments envisaged to improve it, and in
assessing the effectiveness and efficiency of its management;

e the public, for understanding the direction of government policy and the potential
benefits of improved statistical capacity

e international and other partner organizations in targeting their coordination and
cooperation with the SCS and other agencies in Uzbekistan.

The NSDS provides

e acomprehensive review of the national statistical system of Uzbekistan

strategic objectives

specific activities aimed at achievement of these objectives

justification for investments by the government to improve the statistical system

essential information for SCS management for budget preparation to implement
activities.

1.3. Close Linkages between National Development Strategies and
their Links to Statistics Development

National Development Strategy

Beginning in 2017, the Government embarked on a series of ambitious structural reforms
that envisage a transition from a relatively-closed command economy to a market-oriented
one, including in the sustainable development sector. In February 2017, the Government
approved a five-year Development Strategy for 2017-2021 (the Strategy). At the core of
the Strategy is a broad market-oriented reform policy in the country’s governance and all
key areas of the economy. It represents a comprehensive, ambitious and fast-paced national

14
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reform agenda, and emphasizes five governance related principles as the key to
accelerating sustainable development in Uzbekistan, namely:

I. Improving state and public administration

Further strengthening the role of the Oliy Majlis (parliament), political parties in
deepening the democratic reforms, and modernization of the country

Reforming the governance system

Improving public management system

I1. Strengthening the rule of law, and further reform of the judicial system

Ensuring true independence of the judiciary, increasing the authority of courts,
democratization and improving the judicial system

Providing guarantees of protection of rights and freedoms of citizens
Improving the administrative, criminal, civil and commercial law
Improving the system of fight against crime and crime prevention
Further strengthening of the rule of law in the judicial system

Improving the systems of legal aid and legal service

[11. Economic development and liberalization

Further strengthening of the macroeconomic stability and the maintenance of high
rates of economic growth

Improving the competitiveness of the economy through deepening of structural
reforms, modernization and diversification of its leading industries

Modernization and intensive development of agriculture

Continuing of institutional and structural reforms aimed at reducing the state's
presence in the economy, further strengthening the protection of rights and priority
role for private property, encouraging the development of small business and
private entrepreneurship

Integrated and balanced socio-economic development of provinces, districts and
cities, optimum and efficient use of their potential

IV. The development of the social sphere

Consistent increase in real income and job creation

15
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e Improving social security system and health care, enhancing socio-political activity
of women

e Implementation of targeted programs to build affordable housing, development and
modernization of road transport, engineering, communications and social
infrastructure, ensuring the improvement of living conditions of the population

e Development of education and science
e Improving the state youth policy

V. Ensuring security, inter-ethnic harmony and religious tolerance, inter alia via the
implementation of a balanced, mutually beneficial, constructive foreign policy

e Priority areas in the field of security, religious tolerance and inter-ethnic harmony

e Priority areas in the implementation of balanced, mutually beneficial and
constructive foreign policy

The overall success of the Strategy depends heavily on the implementation of individual
sectoral strategies of the government institutions. This in turn will bring additional
responsibility to the SCS and will require the SCS to work closely with other government
institutions to provide data in implementing their strategic plans and to monitor progress
of the Strategy for Uzbekistan. To address the challenges faced by the SCS and modernize
the current practices, a Presidential Decree for the improvement of official statistics
(Decree of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan No. PP-3165) was issued on July
31, 2017 that directs the SCS to:

a. introduce modern methods and international practices on data collection and
analysis;

b. improve the transparency and openness of statistical information;

c. enhance cooperation with international statistical organizations, including
information dissemination;

d. enhance its intra-government coordinating role concerning data collection; and

e. conduct systematic training and re-training on statistics in cooperation with national
and international academic and research institutions.

Sustainable Development Goals (SDG's)

Recently, the Government of Uzbekistan (GoU) has approved the SDGs with 16 national
SDG goals that are in line with the national needs and to achieve them has established the

16
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coordination council and roadmap? as articulated in Uzbekistan’s national Action Strategy
2017-2021. The national Action Strategy with its annual Action Plans approved for each
year is widely seen as providing a unique pathway to achieving the SDGs in Uzbekistan.

1.4. Recent and Ongoing Activities by International Development
Partners
It is important to identify recently completed and ongoing statistical activities in the
country and coordinate these activities with the implementation of NSDS to avoid

duplication. The below activities are currently planned or being implemented in
Uzbekistan jointly with international development partners (Table 1).

Table 1: Recent and ongoing activities by international development partners

International :
Ne L Focused areas and projects
organization

e Assistance on developing the National Strategy
for Development of Statistics

1 World Bank e Assistance on improving Household Surveys

e Assistance on improving National Open Data Portal

e Assistance on measurement and statistical definitions

e Assistance on developing the National Strategy for health
2 World Health information and e-Health
Organization e Assistance on improving health information systems

e Training personnel in important areas of health statistics

e Technical assistance on enhancing statistical capacity through
technological innovations and capacity building across five domains:
o the development of a customizable software to digitize sampling
: frames for administrative and survey data,

Asian Development L . .

g Bank o enhanced compilation of national accounts and improved

statistical infrastructure,

quality labor statistics using modern standards and methods,

data dissemination

knowledge sharing on technological innovations in statistics

! Cabinet of Ministers Resolution #841 dated October 20, 2018 “On measures to implement the nation goals and tasks on the sustainable
development for the period of 2030”
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International

Ne . Focused areas and projects
organization
Assistance on transition to the SDDS
Assistance on improving national accounts (NA)
A International Assistance on improving government financial statistics (GFS)
Monetary Fund Assistance on improving external sector statistics (ESS)
Assistance on improving monetary and financial statistics (MFS)
Assistance in improving the financial soundness indicators (FSIs)
Technical assistance in organizing the census in the Republic of
5 UNFPA i ) g g P
Uzbekistan in 2022
Financial and technical assistance in the development of the SDG
portal
Technical assistance in the organization of work on monitoring the
6 UNDP indicators of sustainable development goals
Assistance on improving poverty and inequality statistics
Assistance on the development of regional statistics
Support in improving water statistics
Support in updating Household survey
Technical assistance on establishing an effective sector-wide
Education Management Information System (EMIS)
Assistance on developing National Strategy for the Development of
7 UNESCO R & .
Education Statistics (NSDES)
Technical assistance on deploying OpenEMIS in Preschool and
Public education.
Conducting multi-indicative cluster survey MICS in Uzbekistan in
8 UNICEF 2020-2021
Assistance in the nationalization, monitoring and reporting for SDG
indicators under UNODC custodianship
9 UNODC Promotion and implementation of International Classification of

Crime for Statistical Purposes
Assistance to fulfil the country’s international reporting obligations
with regard to drugs, crime, trafficking in persons
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International
organization

Focused areas and projects

Support to undertake National Survey on Prevalence and Emerging
Trends of Drug Use in Uzbekistan

Methodological support on conducting Victimization Survey,
Corruption Survey

10

Statistical
Committee of CIS

Assistance in improving the methodology

Training personnel in important areas of statistics

Assistance in preparation processes for the census in 2022
Assistance in the participation of the Republic of Uzbekistan in the
global round of international comparisons of round 2020

11

UNECE

Assistance in implementing the recommendations of the Joint
Overview of the Implementation of International Statistical
Standards and Good Practices in Uzbekistan (February 2019)

Assistance in improving the skills of employees through their

participation in seminars and trainings

12 FAO Assistance in the development of FAO-relevant SDG indicators

2. Assessment of the National Statistical System of Uzbekistan

2.1. Assessment process

The NSDS was prepared in close consultation and collaboration between the SCS, other
data producing agencies, and key stakeholders. The consultation was conducted through
meetings and interviews with staff from relevant ministries and agencies. The assessment
started with a desk study and review of existing documentation and previous assessments
of the system and followed by consultation with relevant staff from key stakeholder
organizations. The consultation process is based on face-to-face meetings and interviews
as well as surveys using internationally accepted and widely used questionnaire, the Global
Assessment Questionnaire that was developed by UNECE, and the NSDS questionnaire
for line ministries and agencies.

The assessment and NSDS preparation process followed the best practices and PARIS21
NSDS guidelines and focused on the following aspects of the Uzbekistan national
statistical system:
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e legal and organizational infrastructure,
e statistical infrastructure,
e user and provider relations,

e information processing infrastructure

individual subject matter programs or statistical outputs.

This initial draft of the NSDS was shared with SCS and key stakeholders and discussed at
the NSDS consultation workshop on November 14, 2019. Following recommendations and
comments from participants, the NSDS was revised and presented at the NSDS
dissemination workshop on December 11, 2019. Once the NSDS is approved/endorsed by
the Government will be published and disseminated to the general public.

2.2. Vision and Mission Statement

The vision of the SCS is to be the efficient and sustainable source of high-quality data
about the population and economy of the country for the well-being of the people of
Uzbekistan.

The Mission Statement: The SCS will produce and disseminate relevant, accessible and
reliable official statistics in line with internationally accepted standards assisting informed
decision making and will work in partnership with other data producers, government,
business, the media, public and the international community to ensure that all needs are
met in the most effective and efficient manner.

The SCS will compile official statistics in Uzbekistan in an objective, transparent and
independent manner and disseminate them in an impartial way to provide information to
the general public, government, business, and research communities in the economic,
demographic, social and environmental fields. This information is essential for evidence-
based decision making.

2.3. Values and Principles

The value system of the SCS and other data producing agencies are based on user-
orientation, professionalism, integrity, a quality mindset, trustworthiness, openness,
collaboration and cooperation with all relevant partners. This value system will be
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realized and institutionalized in compliance with the Fundamental Principles of Official
Statistics?:

Principle 1. Official statistics provide an indispensable element in the information system
of a democratic society, serving the Government, the economy and the public with data
about the economic, demographic, social and environmental situation. To this end, official
statistics that meet the test of practical utility are to be compiled and made available on an
impartial basis by official statistical agencies to honor citizens’ entitlement to public
information.

Principle 2. To retain trust in official statistics, the statistical agencies need to decide
according to strictly professional considerations, including scientific principles and
professional ethics, on the methods and procedures for the collection, processing, storage
and presentation of statistical data.

Principle 3. To facilitate a correct interpretation of the data, the statistical agencies are to
present information according to scientific standards on the sources, methods and
procedures of producing statistics.

Principle 4. The statistical agencies are entitled to comment on erroneous interpretation
and misuse of statistics.

Principle 5. Data for statistical purposes may be drawn from all types of sources, be they
statistical surveys or administrative records. Statistical agencies are to choose the source
with regard to quality, timeliness, costs and the burden on respondents.

Principle 6. Individual data collected by statistical agencies for statistical compilation,
whether they refer to natural or legal persons, are to be strictly confidential and used
exclusively for statistical purposes.

Principle 7. The laws, regulations and measures under which the statistical systems operate
are to be made public.

Principle 8. Coordination among statistical agencies within countries is essential to
achieve consistency and efficiency in the statistical system.

%Resolution adopted by the UN General Assembly on 29 January 2014, 68/261-Fundamental Principles of Official Statistics
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/dnss/gp/FP-New-E.pdf
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Principle 9. The use by statistical agencies in each country of international concepts,
classifications and methods promotes the consistency and efficiency of statistical systems
at all official levels.

Principle 10. Bilateral and multilateral cooperation in statistics contributes to the
improvement of systems of official statistics in all countries.

2.4. Institutional and Legal Framework

Structure of National Statistical System

The national statistical system of Uzbekistanis is considered centralized, but in practice
there are other ministries and agencies (Ministry of Finance, Central Bank) collecting and
disseminating data in their respective areas of jurisdiction. In this regard, the State
Committee on Statistics (SCS), the Ministry of Finance, Ministry of Labor and
Employment Relations, and the Central Bank are considered as the main producers of
official statistics. Other line-ministries and agencies provide data on various topics within
their competence (Table 2).

The State Committee of the Republic of Uzbekistan on Statistics (SCS) is an independent
state institution, which operates in accordance with the Law of the Republic of Uzbekistan
"On State Statistics” from 2002 (with later amendments). There are also several decrees
and resolutions from the President and the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of
Uzbekistan, which provide more details and clarifications on specific points.

The SCS is not only the authorized state statistics body of the Republic of Uzbekistan but
is also the coordinator of the national statistics system (Law on State Statistics, Article 5).
The SCS is responsible for producing a range of statistical information and charged with
providing leadership, policy direction and forward planning for the system as a whole; for
setting operational standards and methodological criteria; and for international liaison such
as reporting obligations to the UN system and others.

Statistical work is carried out in accordance with the annual Program of State Statistical
Works, which effectively defines the scope of what can be called official statistics. This
program is compiled by the SCS, in coordination with other relevant ministries, before
being sent to the Cabinet of Ministers for approval. The approved program is posted on the
official website of the SCS. While the program defines what should be produced, the SCS
is responsible for how it should be produced, and coordinates the methods, standards and
questionnaires used. Considerable efforts are being made to improve trust in official
statistics, through greater transparency of methods, and increased engagement of key users,
particularly journalists and academics.
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The coordination role of the SCS in national statistical system is supported by the Statistical
Council which brings together the main data producers and users to agree on priorities and
the development of work programs.

State statistics bodies carry out statistical work in cooperation with other state bodies and
legal entities, which are obliged to assist them in the implementation of the Program of
State Statistical Work (Article 9, Law on state statistics).

In general, data are collected and partly processed in the district and regional offices, and
then sent to the central office for final processing, analysis and dissemination. Regional
offices can also produce specific regional statistical outputs.

Considerable efforts have been made in recent years to modernise statistical production
and implement international standards. There remains some work to do to ensure full
compliance with the latest versions of international standards and good practices in certain
areas, but in most cases, this work has begun and there are plans in place to complete it in
coming years. In line with national policies for greater openness, the SCS is increasing its
engagement with the international statistical community by adopting open data standards
and improving access to primary source data.

However, the terms “providers of official statistics” and “producers of official statistics”
are not defined in the existing legislation. There is no legal requirement to have a special
organizational unit in producers other than SCS.

Other Data Producing Agencies

There are data producing agencies other than SCS in the National Statistical System that
produce well-known statistical indicators such as external trade, agricultural statistics,
residency registration statistics, health and social statistics, balance of payments,
government finance, monetary statistics, agricultural statistics, banking statistics, tax
statistics, labor statistics and others. These statistical products are part of the statistical
infrastructure and developed through censuses, surveys, administrative data and other
means of data collection process.

Table 2. List of Line Ministries and other data producing agencies

Line ministries and - Statistical unit within
. Type of statistics produced o
agencies organization
Ministry of Finance e Government finance statistics Government Finance
Statistical Division
Central Bank of e Monetary statistics. Statistics and Research
Uzbekistan e Banking system statistics. Department

e Non-bank system statistics.
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Line ministries and
agencies

Type of statistics produced

Statistical unit within
organization

Financial soundness indicators
Payment system statistics.
International reserves statistics.
Balance of Payments, international
investment position and external debt
statistics

Financing investment projects by
commercial banks

Tax Committee

Tax and other mandatory payments
statistics

Statistics and Analysis
Department

State Customs
committee

Foreign trade statistics.

Special customs statistics
International freight transportation
statistics.

Monitoring of Foreign
Trade Operations and
Customs Statistics
Department

Ministry of Water
Resources of the
Republic of Uzbekistan

Statistics on the use of water resources

Ministry of Agriculture

Operational data on the progress of
agricultural work (plowing,
preparation for sowing, sowing crops,
agricultural activities, harvesting,
washing salts, etc.)

Data on agricultural research and
development of the research
institutions under the Ministry
Education data of higher educational
institutions on agriculture under the
Ministry.

Ministry of
Employment and Labor
relations of the Republic
of Uzbekistan

Balance of labor force statistics

Labor force survey

Statistics on job vacancies

Migration statistics based on the
analysis of people traveling abroad for
work

Statistics on the employment of
people with disabilities

No single department

Ministry of Health of
the Republic of
Uzbekistan

Population Health statistics based on
the data from medical institutions
within the system of Ministry of
Health

data on the activities of health
facilities within the system of Ministry
of Health

primary and statistical data on the
personnel working within the system
of Ministry of Health

Division of statistics and
health accounts

24




Uzbekistan National Strategy for Development of Statistics 2020-2025

Line ministries and

Type of statistics produced

Statistical unit within

agencies organization
e Statistics on social security of
vulnerable groups
health expenditure statistics;
Ministry of Transport statistics -

Transportation

Statistics on transport infrastructure
Statistics on the exchange of
transportation permits with foreign
countries

Ministry of Public
Education, Ministry of
Higher and secondary
special education,
Ministry of Preschool
education

Statistics on number of educational
institutions and school-related
facilities in the education system.

State Inspectorate for
Supervision of Quality
in Education

Data on the assessment of learning
outcomes

Number of private educational
institutions

Statistics on accredited educational
institutions

Antimonopoly

Statistics of enterprises having

Department on Analysis

Committee dominant position (monopoly) in of Commaodity,
commodity and financial markets. Financial and Digital
e Natural monopolies register. Markets
e  Statistics on mergers and acquisitions
State Asset e Statistics on privatization and No single department
Management Agency denationalization, lease operations

with state properties

Ministry of Culture

Statistics on the activities of cultural
and art institutions and organizations

Ministry of Physical
Culture and Sports

Statistics on main indicators of the
development of sports and on the
activities of sports educational
institutions

Ministry of Internal
Affairs

Crime statistics
Statistics on auto accidents

Ministry of Justice

Register of establishments

State Committee on
Veterinary and
Livestock Development

Veterinary and livestock development
statistics

Education and research data of higher
educational and research institutions
under the State committee

State Committee on
land resources, geodesy,
cartography and state
cadaster

Statistics on the use of land resources
Housing statistics

Mabhalla Foundation

Mabhalla (local) administrative statistics
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National statistical planning

The Strategy for the Development of Statistics is developed by the Cabinet of Ministries
and/or President’s administration. The latest mid-term strategy was approved by the
President’s Decree #3165 dated July 31, 2017. The Strategy serves as a basis for the
development of multi-annual and annual program of statistical activities. It directs the
agency to increase the efficiency of the organization of statistical activities and improve
the quality of statistical information and its dissemination.

Statistical work is carried out in accordance with multi-annual (5-year) program and annual
Programs of State Statistical Work. The multi-annual program is developed by SCS as an
authorized state statistics body based on the study of the needs of users of statistical data,
and defines the purposes, directions and scope of the state statistics. It is a document that
covers specific tasks and the amount of funding for statistical work to prepare statistical
information on the socio-economic events and processes taking place in the country. The
multi-annual program is approved by the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan. The
latest multi-annual program is designed for years 2017-2021.

In order to implement the multi-annual program of state statistical activities, the SCS
develops an Annual Program of State Statistical Activities in consultation with all relevant
ministries and organizations. The program defines the timing of activities, as well as the
frequency and forms of state statistics. The approved program is posted on the official
website of the SCS. While the program defines what should be produced, the SCS is
responsible for how it should be produced, and coordinates the methods, standards, and
questionnaires used.

The annual Program of the state statistical activities is approved by the Cabinet of Ministers
of the Republic of Uzbekistan. Draft programs go through a consultation process with
users in a government portal for discussions before approval. There is a process of
continuous improvement to make forms clearer and easier to complete.

The Annual Program consists of three major components: (1) preparation of statistical
indicators describing the state and development of economic and social sectors; (2)
improvement of methodological framework (development statistical instruments), ICT
infrastructure (ICT utilization and training) and coordination of statistical activities of state
statistics bodies; and (3) official statistical releases and international exchange of open data.

There is no procedure to consolidate the annual and multi-annual programs of the main
producers of official statistics. Although the SCS is mandated as the authorized statistical
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agency to coordinate statistical activities of data producers in the Law, the SCS is limited
in its ability to perform this function due to the lack of a regulatory framework and acts
establishing mechanisms of coordination.

Annual programs include all statistical activities of the SCS and partially include statistical
activities of all producers other than the SCS. Activities in annual and multi-annual
programs are usually funded by state budget but can include off-budget funds and funds of
international organizations. Data collection of non-statistical nature is not included in
programs. New tasks are rarely financed.

Annual and multi-annual programs are monitored by the SCS regularly and a report on the
implementation of programs is submitted to Cabinet of Ministries on quarterly and annual
basis.

Legal and Regulatory Infrastructure

The legal framework for state statistics is established by the Law on State Statistics (2012).
The Law governs public relations in statistical activities by the National Statistical System.
There are several decrees and resolutions adopted by the President and Cabinet of
Ministries of the Republic of Uzbekistan to regulate statistical activities and to provide
details in certain cases of state statistics.

The Law on State Statistics defines the main principles of state statistics. Statistical activity
shall be carried out in compliance with the principles of professional independence,
impartiality, objectivity, transparency, reliability (Article 4) and Article 5 forbids the
interference in the activities of state statistics bodies by state bodies and authorities.

The state statistical bodies are independent in the choice of sources, statistical methods,
content, form, time and dissemination of statistical information.

Statistical confidentiality is guaranteed by law and state statistics bodies must ensure the
confidentiality of individual statistics, respect for state secrets, and commercial secrets of
legal entities, and depersonalization of data on individuals (Articles 7 and 14).

In general, the legal framework is in line with international recommendations, including
the Generic Law on Official Statistics (GLOS), developed by UNECE, in cooperation with
EFTA and Eurostat. The Uzbek government understands that sound legislation is crucial
to a good statistical system and the new edition of Law on State Statistics needs to be
developed to fill the gaps in the existing law.
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Statistical Coordination, Guidance Mechanisms, and Leadership

Coordination of a national statistical system is essential for fostering mutual cooperation
and reinforcement of data producing organizations, achieving synergy in state statistics
activities, and avoiding duplication in statistical work.

According to the Law, the SCS’s coordination role is supported by the establishment of the
Statistical Council. The Statistical Council is the collegial advisory body on the
development, functioning and coordination of state statistics, as well as the improvement
of statistical methodology and statistical information taking into account the needs of users
(Article 8 of the Law). It is supposed to operate under the authorized state statistics body
and its members are appointed by the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan. The
Statistical Council’s members can be representatives of state and economic management
bodies, the scientific community, non-governmental non-commercial organizations, and
mass communication media. This Council is intended to meet regularly.

However, it was reported that the council has not been functioning properly and the issue
of coordination of statistics system among data producers has intensified in recent years.
The strengthening role of the Council in the areas of the reinforcement of data producing
agencies and the provision of synergy in state statistical activities is an urgent issue, and
steps for improving the functioning of the Council are included in this development
strategy.

Communication with data producers

The SCS develops and implements a unified policy in the field of state statistics and
provides an effective system of its organization to facilitate coordination.

The Law on State Statistics and the annual Statistical Work Programs provide the basis for
data collection and oblige ministries and other bodies to provide administrative data where
needed. Formal agreements and memorandums of understanding are in place with some of
the data suppliers. State statistics bodies at the national and regional levels can share
statistical data without any restrictions with the SCS. In practice, there are rarely problems
for official users to access to administrative data; however, in a few cases those data only
exist in paper format. There are plans to move all government data to electronic format,
and to create a single database platform for data sharing within government.

The SCS regularly assesses the types of administrative data collected for statistical
purposes through the development of the Annual Program of Statistics and statistical forms.
This process is intended to avoid the duplication of surveys at the national level. However,
not all statistical activities of state statistics bodies are listed in the Program and sometimes
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state statistics bodies may not consult their activities and statistical forms (including new
questionnaires for the collection of data for administrative purposes) with the SCS.

The classifications developed by the SCS and approved by Uzstandard (Standardization
Agency) such as NACE Rev.2 are compulsory for all agencies. However, other SCS
classifications not approved by Standardization Agency are not mandatory. The
development of new statistical classifications requires consultations with other
administrations.

About 60-70% of official statistics listed in the Annual Program of state statistical works
and 47% of e-GDDS data are produced by the SCS.

2.5. Organizational Infrastructure

Organizational Structure of SCS

The SCS is headed by the Chairman, with four deputies: First Deputy Chairman, Deputy
Chairman for Economic Statistics, Deputy Chairman for Social Statistics, and Deputy
Chairman for Information and Communication Technology and Information Security.

The Chairman of SCS is a member of the Cabinet of Ministries and is appointed/approved
by the President on the proposal of the government on a nonfixed term contract. The
Chairman of the State Statistics Committee is equal in status to that of a minister.

The organizational structure of SCS includes the central office (26 departments) located in
Tashkent, 14 regional offices (including the city of Tashkent and the Republic of
Karakalpakstan), as well as around 201 district and city offices throughout Uzbekistan (see
Annex 1). The central office has 323 full-time staff units. There are a further 2106.5 full-
time staff units at the regional, district, and city offices. There is also a Training and
Statistical Research Institute, in Tashkent in the organizational structure of SCS with 44
full-time staff units.

The central office is mainly responsible for the development and realization of holistic
policy in the field of state statistics, the provision of an effective system of statistics; the
coordination and regulation of statistical works in the field of state statistics; the
development, approval and implementation of the uniform statistical methodology and
state statistical forms meeting international standards; the implementation and
management of quality of data in the system; the communication with data producers and
users; and the dissemination of statistical information on socio-economic events.

The regional departments deal with_collecting and processing data; production of specific
regional statistical outputs; further improvement of methods and forms of work in
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territorial statistical units, timely response to citizens' appeals, increased responsibility of
employees for timely and qualitative performance of assigned tasks; implementation of
sample statistical surveys and surveys of business entities and population; ensuring the
completeness of registration of legal entities in the Unified State Register of enterprises
and organizations and monitoring changes in the status of their activities; ensuring timely
and reliable statistics of the implementation of territorial development programs; and
dissemination of statistical data on socio-economic developments.

In general, data are collected and partly processed in the district and regional offices, and
then sent to the central office for final processing, analysis, and publication.

The regional, district, and city offices of the SCS work closely with local governments on
the systematic analysis of regional development programs, including the compilation of
reliable statistics on the progress and realization of regional programs. The heads of
territorial offices are appointed and dismissed by the SCS based on the candidate proposal
of governors of territorial units.

In 2017 the SCS decentralized the Main Computing Centre (MCC) by creating two new
departments (IT Department and Information Security Department) responsible for the
development of IT solutions and software while increasing the role of sectoral departments
in the production and dissemination of statistical products.

The Training and Statistical Research Institute is an independent organizational unit of
the SCS which is responsible for training and retraining of its employees, and statistical
research on current problems of statistical methodology and practice.

Between 2014 and 2019 several reforms took place that were directed to create the efficient
organizational and staffing structure of the SCS. These were undertaken to enhance the
analytical potential of the SCS, to allow mobilization of available resources for the
effective organization of statistical activities, and to increase the availability, transparency,
and openness of statistical information. In accordance with Resolution Ne 3165 of the
President of the Republic of Uzbekistan "On measures to improve the activities of the State
Committee of the Republic of Uzbekistan on Statistics" dated July 31 of 2017, the structure
of the State Committee on Statistics was revised and new analytical departments and the
Department for International Cooperation were established.

According to the Resolution of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan Ne 4273 "On
additional measures to ensure the openness and transparency of public administration, as

well as improving the statistical potential of the country” dated April 9 of 2019, a new
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department on the coordination of activities of state bodies was established to operate the
new Open Data Portal.

The Generic Statistical Business Process Model (GSBPM) framework is slated to adoption
by the SCS which may lead to changes in its organizational structure in the next five years.

Human Resource

The SCS has 2473.5 full-time staff units in the system. The Central Office in Tashkent has
323 full-time staff units, the territorial (14 regions and 200 districts and cities) statistical
departments have 2106.5 and the Training and Statistical Research Institute has 44 full-
time staff units. The overall job vacancy rate is 4.0% in the SCS.

There are a total 792 female staff, of which 121 work at the Central office, 656 are
employed by regional units and 29 work at the Training Institute.

There are 141 IT personnel throughout the system of the SCS: 29 people work in Central
office and 112 people work at territorial units.

1782 of all staff have university degrees, while 644 staff have education at the secondary
special level.

In general, the human and financial resources capacity of SCS is adequate to meet the
current and statistical works within the Program of State Statistical Works. However, non-
funded ad-hoc additional work creates attendant shortage of human and financial resources.

Moreover, the SCS realizes that the modernization of the current system of automated data
capture/coding/validation techniques and the development of a new automated information
system for the use technology throughout the entire statistical value chain are immediate
IT-related tasks needed to be done to improve efficiency in the activity of the SCS.
However, the shortage of financial resources and the lack of enough professional staff
prevent greater use of technology in statistical processing. Due to the low-grade levels of
ICT workers, the opportunity to hire qualified specialists and raise salaries is limited.

In order to improve the efficiency and effectiveness, the SCS needs adequately trained and
qualified staff. The performance of staff is evaluated periodically using key performance
indicators, and staff receives regular training on information security and professional
development. Training and supporting the capacity of staff is discussed in greater detail in
section 4.1 of this strategy.

Although the SCS has hardworking and motivated staff, and their salaries have been
gradually increasing in recent years they are not yet competitive relative to other line
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ministries, leading to a high turnover rate. The SCS does not have an incentive structure
in place to enhance staff retention and reduce turnover.

Training Needs, Strategy and Facilities

The Training and Statistical Research Institute (hereinafter - the Institute) was established
in accordance with the Resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers No. 8 "On measures to
organize the activities of the State Committee of the Republic of Uzbekistan on Statistics"
dated January 8, 2003. The established staff size is 44 positions.

One of the main activities of the Institute is retraining and advanced training of employees
of the state statistics system in accordance with the goals of improvement of statistics
bodies’ activities.

In accordance with the approved program, about 1,100- 1,200 employees of statistical
bodies annually improve their qualification at the Institute, and about 30 employees
undergo retraining courses.

The Institute also conducts statistical research to introduce into practice the methods of
statistical analysis widely applied in foreign statistics, as well as indicators, assessment
criteria and reporting forms that meet international standards, and to ensure reliability,
transparency and openness of the results of socio-economic reforms and structural
transformations for domestic and foreign users. The research activities of the Institute are
mainly aimed at fulfilling the SCS orders on urgent issues of statistical methodology and
practice. Research work is conducted on the basis of a work plan annually approved by the
SCS.

The Institute has a relatively high capacity of faculty and research staff. Currently, the
Institute has 2 academic departments (the Department of Macroeconomic Statistics and
National Accounts, and the Department of Information and Communication Technologies
and Accounting) with 10 full-time and 1 part-time staff, and 2 research departments (the
Department of Statistical Research of Macroeconomic Problems, the Department of
Statistical Research of Social Problems) with 6 research staff.

Currently, the Institute employs 1 academician, 4 Doctors of Sciences, 3 candidates of
economic sciences and 5 senior teachers, as well as 6 scientific researchers.

The following problems hinder the higher-quality and full implementation of the Institute's
activities on performing its tasks and functions:

a. insufficient and outdated material and technical resources;
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b. the lack of financial and human resources to develop e-learning and distance
learning courses;

c. insufficient human and technical capacities to conduct on-demand research
activities and to disseminate its research activities;

d. low level of international cooperation with leading statistical organizations in the
world.

Quality Management

The quality management, monitoring, and evaluation framework ensures that the key
quality dimensions of statistical outputs and processes are in-line with national and
international quality assessment frameworks. However, there is no single comprehensive
quality management policy and procedure for documenting the quality monitoring of the
all stages in the statistical production process. There are separate quality policies on data
collection and analysis, but policies on planning and dissemination have not yet been
developed. Moreover, these policies are not linked to each other and are not synched to the
single framework on quality management.

The SCS authorized influence the format and quality of administrative data used for
statistical purposes through the consultation process in the development of forms
(questionnaires). There is a process of continuous improvement to make forms clearer and
easier to complete. The insufficient knowledge on quality management and the lack of a
formal quality management training program addressing the quality issues are the main
factors of delay in the implementation of internationally accepted concepts of quality
management (UN NQAF, ISO).

There is a need for a formal quality management program at the SCS that will provide
guidance and training to SCS staff on the internationally accepted concepts of quality
management (UN NQAF, ISO).

The SCS intends to introduce quality assurance framework in-line with the United Nations
National Quality Assurance Frameworks Manual for Official Statistics (UN NQAF
Manual) and the ISO 9001-2008 quality management tools.

2.6. Statistical Infrastructure

Classifications and Standards

Internationally accepted and recommended methods, classifications, and standards provide
the basis for national statistical offices (NSOs) on data integration, facilitating data
exchange and providing the foundation for the preparation of relevant statistical indicators
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Classification systems used by the SCS are broadly consistent with international standards
and classifications in all areas of the work of the SCS and the other producers of state
statistics (e.g. NACE Rev.2, CPA, GFSM, BPM). The use of international classifications,
guidelines and methodological recommendations is widespread throughout all areas of
statistics discussed.

Table 3. Classifications and standards used by data producing agencies

Data producing agencies Classifications and standards

SCS NACE Rev.2 — Statistical Classification of Economic Activities
SNA 1993 — System of National Accounts

ISCED 2011 - 2011 International Standard Classification of
Education is used to classify education statistics and indicators

Recommendations of the 19" International Conference of
Labor Statisticians held in 2013 in Labor Statistics

COICOP 1999 — Classification of Individual Consumption by
Purpose is used to classify individual and household final
consumption

CPC version 1.1 — Central Product Classification is used for the
Producer Price Index (PPI)

OSLO Manual 2018 — Guidelines for collecting, reporting and
using data on innovation is used to collect data on innovation

Frascati manual 2015 — OECD fields of research and
development (FORD) classification is used to classify fields of
research and development

Poverty lines are calculated in accordance with the UN and
World Bank definitions. Two poverty lines are established:
proportion of the population below $1.9 USD and $3.2 USD per
day (in 2011 PPP per capita) and the proportion of population
living on less than 50% of median daily income.

Environmental Statistics and Indicators follow the System of
Environmental Economic Accounting (SEEA).

Trade (external and internal) statistics are compiled in line with
the International Merchandise Trade Statistics Concepts and
Definitions (2010).
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Data producing agencies

Classifications and standards

CPA2008 - Statistical classification of products by activity in
the EU

Ministry of Finance

GFSM 2014 — Government Finance Statistics Manual (being
introduced)

Central Bank

BPM6 — Balance of Payments Manual
MFSM 2000 - Monetary and Financial Statistics Manual.

Ministry of Labor

Recommendations of the 19" International conference of Labor
Statisticians held in 2013 in Labor statistics

Labor statistics are compiled according to the International
Standard Classification of Occupations 2008 (ISCO-08); the
International Classification of Status in Employment (ICSE-93)

Ministry of Health

ICD-10 — International classification of diseases, rev.10

Health statistics are compiled in line with the Global Reference
List of 100 Core Health Indicators (2015)

SHA 2011 — The System of Health Accounts, the second
version of the international standard, approved in 2011 by the
OECD, WHO and Eurostat.

Ministry of Higher and
Secondary Specialized
Education

ISCED 1997 - International Standard Classification of
Education is used to classify education statistics and indicators

Ministry of investment and
foreign trade

HS 2012 — Harmonized Commodity Description and Coding
Systems

Although the version of the international standard or classification in use is not the latest
one in some cases, there are clear plans to move to the latest versions. For example,
National Accounts data are currently compiled according to the 1993 version of the System
of National Accounts, but steps are being taken to move to the 2008 version of SNA; it will
be implemented fully from 2021 according to the Multi-annual Program of Statistical
Works. The Ministry of Finance has a plan to implement GFSM 2014, and the Central
Bank of Uzbekistan is in the process of the implementation of standards of Monetary and
Financial Statistics Manual 2016.
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There are some deviations from international recommendations and definitions in some
areas of social statistics. For example, the Ministry of Labor does not fully apply
International Labor Organization (ILO) definitions in the labor force survey. In the case of
the job vacancy survey, which has so far only been run as a pilot, there are plans to improve
the questionnaire based on ILO definitions. Price statistics were recently updated to report
a series fully aligned with international approaches.

There is a national, government-wide, definition of small and other enterprises, which is
widely used for statistical and regulatory purposes; however, the size-bands are different
from those in the international definition. There is a clear justification for compiling data
using the national definition, so that those data can be easily used for national policy
purposes; however, it would help international comparability if data are also published
according to the international definition.

It was also reported that implementation of international standards is not accompanied with
measures to increase data literacy of users. In particular, the public consultations have
highlighted a need for increased data literacy in public officials and journalists so they can
be able to use, compare, analyze and interpret data properly.

Given that the use of standards and classifications is vital for interpretation and integration
of data, further improvement is needed in the consultation and coordination process
between the SCS and other data producing agencies and data users. This could include the
development of a revision policy and programs (such as on data literacy of users), as well
as the establishment of a well-functioning Statistics Council.

Statistical Registers

The statistical business register (SBR) plays a central role in the production of economic
statistics. SBRs facilitate the streamlining of the production of statistics and allow the use
of administrative data sources, - for example tax registers. SBRs are databases maintained
by national statistical offices and contain detailed information about establishments and
enterprises and other economic units on what and how much is produced and in what
industry or branch the activities take place. Most business registers also include
information about ownership, business turnover and number of employees.

In Uzbekistan, legislation provides a key foundation for the use of administrative data
sources for statistical purposes. Currently, the SCS maintains a register of enterprises and
organizations (excluding individual entrepreneurs) using information from registration
authorities (Ministry of Justice and Central Bank). The number of registered legal entities
as of June 1, 2019 is 675,317 units, and the total number of inactive legal entities amounted
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to 169,871 units. However, it cannot be considered a statistical business register as it is
limited to lists of basic information such as addresses and identification codes of firms and
enterprises. A good statistical business register needs regular updates and information on
firm characteristics for profiling purposes.

As the information in the SBR is used as a key source for compiling statistics, the quality
of the SBR has a direct impact on the quality of economic statistics. The SCS needs a strong
register system for reliable data collection, with the overall aim to improve the quality and
international comparability of SBRs and economic statistics.

There is a strong need for the training of the SCS staff in the establishment, maintenance,
and improvement of SBRs. The integration of electronic databases of registry agencies and
the SCS can provide a quick and efficient way of administrative data exchange.

Since population, housing and agricultural censuses have not been conducted since the
independence of Uzbekistan, population, housing and agriculture registers are not
maintained. One possibility would be to establish a real estate register which could be used
for household sampling and estimation of the population size if combined with information
from household surveys.

Statistical Methods

To collect raw data the SCS and other agencies use a combination of all possible statistical
methods including censuses, regular sample surveys, ad hoc surveys, and administrative
sources. The coverage of individual entrepreneurs is excluded. In summary, the statistical
methods used by SCS are generally adequate but could be improved.

Sampling

Sample surveys of households, business, and agriculture are one of the major tools in
producing official statistics (Table 4). The list of surveys is approved through the Annual
Program of State Statistical Activities.

The SCS understands that sampling frameworks are important to ensure robustness in its
design and to provide a reliable representation of the whole population. However, the lack
of proper training on sampling makes it difficult to implement procedures for the
improvement and evaluation of quality of sampling frames.

Household surveys are conducted to produce statistics on the standards of living of
population. Stratified two-stage cluster sampling frame is used, that is, sampling of primary
sampling units (mahallas) is carried out two times a year and sampling of households out
of primary sampling units is carried out monthly, with 100% rotation.
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The SCS conducts farm surveys two times a year and the sample size cover 10% of existing
farms and 0.5% of individual (dekhan) farms (households having private farms). The
sample frame is the register of enterprises based on the database of Unified State Register
of Enterprises and Organizations (USREO).

Surveys of small business and micro-firms are conducted through periodic reporting that
produce statistics on small business development. The response rate was 99.6% in 2018
and the missing 0.4% was due to either closed or inactivity of business establishments.
Business surveys are conducted on a quarterly basis using different questionnaires
depending on the characteristics (firms having revenue, firms not having revenue, new
established firms) and sampling is based on the method of multilevel stratified random
selection. In this case, the sampling frame (USREOQ) is divided into subgroups (strata) that
mutually exclude and complement each other, so that each unit of the population belongs
to only one subgroup. The total number of small businesses and micro-firms to be surveyed
(sample size) for each stratum is determined based on specialized software. The sample
size ranges from 5% to 45% for each strata.

In addition, the SCS conducts also the survey of individual entrepreneurs in spheres of
trade, services, industry, and transportation on quarterly basis.

During the process of preparation of survey questions the needs of all departments of the
SCS are taken into account including the needs of national accounts. Since the balanced
development of regions is the main direction of state policy, the method and sampling
techniques need to be improved considering specifics gaps within territorial units (regions,
districts).

Table 4. The list of surveys conducted by the SCS

Frequency Source of expert

Survey Purpose of Sampling of recommendation
survey frame :
collection methods
Sample To produce The target Every World Bank,
household statistics on population is month UNECE
survey standard of 6565.6 thousand

living, weights households of
for CPI, inputs the country and
into National  the frame
Accounts population
constitutes 0.2%
of the target
population or 10
000 households.
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Frequency Source of expert
of recommendation
collection methods

Purpose of Sampling

Survey f
survey rame

Sampling based
on household
registers
maintained by
the Mahalla
Foundation.
Sampling is
conducted in
two stages: first
primary sample
units (mahallas)
are selected
from
administrative
data twice a year
(proportionate to
size). In the
second stage,
households are
selected by
simple random
sample from
local registers.
The sample
households that
have been
selected are
examined within
a month, after
which they are
replaced
(rotated).

Farm survey To produce The population  Two times  European Union
statistics on frame is the a year (FSS 2.5 years);
the production  register of farms (Marchand UN-FAO (Yield
of agricultural  in the database = September) surveys 5 years)
products (crop  of Unified State
and livestock), Register of
as well as on Enterprises and

the size of organizations
livestock and  (USREOQO). The
poultry sample is
farming. selected
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Frequency Source of expert

Survey Purpose of Sampling of recommendation
survey frame .
collection methods
randomly with
proportional
allocation and
constitutes 10%
of frame
population: 5%
in March and
5% in
September.
Small business  To obtain Formation of the ~quarterly Eurostat
and micro representative  sampling frame
firms survey data for for small
calculating enterprises and

key indicators  micro-firms is
on SMEs, and  carried out using
assessing the  the Unified State
contribution of Register of
SME to the Enterprises and
national organizations
economy (USREO), as
well as the
annual state
statistical
“Report of the
micro firm and
small
enterprises” on
an annual basis.
This sampling
frame is used
only for the
survey
conducted in the
1%t quarter.
Starting from
the 2" quarter
sampling frame
is updated
quarterly based
on the data
obtained from
the annual state
statistical
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Frequency Source of expert

Survey Purpose of Sampling of recommendation
survey frame .
collection methods

“Report of the

micro firm and

small

enterprises”.

Stratified

sampling

without

replacement is

used to

randomly select

5-10% of SME.
Individual To produce Each division of = quarterly UNIDO
entrepreneurs  statistics on the SCS has its (recommend
survey in physical own method annual)
spheres of volume of
trade, services, market
industry and services
transportation
Consumer To produce The sample for  Every IMF, OECD
Price Index consumer monitoring month

(CPI) Survey  price statistics  prices and tariffs
reflects the
value of goods
and services
available to
consumers, the
number, types
and
geographical
coverage of
trade objects and
the scope of paid
services related
to each of the
goods and
services, as well
as the variation
in prices and
tariffs among
selected objects.
New products
and services are
included in the
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Frequency Source of expert

Survey Purpose of Sampling of recommendation
survey frame collection methods
set for
monitoring

consumer prices
in cases where
their share is at
least 0.1% of the
total consumer
spending of the
population.
Consumer
spending data
are collected
from household
budget surveys
to estimate
expenditure
weights in the
consumption
basket.

Seasonal adjustment and time series data

In international practice, statistical results are usually presented to public as a time series
because this is most appropriate for forecasting and other types of analysis. Time series of
statistical results should be as long as possible. But to produce the long time series, it is
necessary (i) to use consistent methods for producing results over the time period; (ii) to
estimate the discrete indicators rather than cumulative data (the latter were traditionally
estimated in most of post-Soviet countries); (iii) to provide seasonal adjustment for the sub-
annual statistics; (iv) to implement the regular revision of previous results when/if more
accurate results are estimated; and (v) to use adequate deflation techniques and indexes.

Improving the quality of quarterly accounts by introducing discrete quarterly data sources
and seasonal adjustment is a priority area. Introduction of seasonal adjustment to key
indicators for which they are currently lacking will enable timely interpretation of time
series data by removing systematic calendar-related variation associated with the time of
the year (seasonal effects). This facilitates comparisons between consecutive time periods.

The SCS and other data producing agencies need to improve their capacity in this area.
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Questionnaire design procedures

Questionnaire design has a significant impact on response rates, probability of
misreporting, ease of data capture and incidence of capture errors. It involves knowing
how respondents keep their records (accounting practices), how they interpret questions
(cognitive research), and how the data are to be captured.

In the SCS, there are no well-developed questionnaire design standards established and
there is a need for significant improvement in these areas. Problems include inadequate
formulation of the purposes for which data are being collected, the confidentiality
provisions, and instructions for respondents. Moreover, the SCS promotes the use of ICT
and tablets in data collection and this will require new design standards.

Communication with respondents

There is no systematic communication with data providers (respondents) in Uzbekistan.
Questionnaires are rarely discussed with potential respondents before the pilot or actual
surveys. Therefore, there is no formal policy on the reduction of respondent burden. The
SCS should develop and introduce a provider policy that will set respondent burden targets
in line with international practice. This policy should be shared with respondents.

Communications with Users

There is no statistical information and data dissemination policy or procedure for the
identification and profiling of users across domains. The SCS periodically conducts user
satisfaction surveys to identify their needs and level of satisfaction. There is a process of
continuous improvement to make survey questionnaire and forms clearer and easier to
complete. Despite user consultation requirement being stated in the Law on State Statistics,
it is not fully realized in practice.

The objectivity of official statistics has been criticized by media, users and the public.
Considerable efforts are being made by the SCS to improve trust in official statistics
through greater transparency of methods (publishing reports and press releases on its
website), periodic stakeholder workshops and increased engagement of key users,
particularly journalists and academics. However, awareness of statistics continues to
remain low and there is a need to enhance statistical advocacy activities.

Adopting a new edition of Law on State Statistics with the extension of rights and
authorities of the statistics office, the improvement of its public image, meeting the needs
of users, raising statistical literacy of population, enhancing statistical advocacy activities,
modernization of its website and open data portal are determined as the main directions of
strengthening the professional independence of the SCS.
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Dissemination Practices

Statistical information produced by the SCS is available through different dissemination
tools, including media channels, the Internet, and paper publications. Dissemination of
data through online databases and making data easily downloadable in different formats
are currently being developed by the SCS under the open data initiative. Aggregated
statistical data on key macroeconomic and sectoral indicators oriented to the general
public are available via the Internet on the official website of the SCS.

The official statistics on the website is free of charge. However, special and custom-
designed requests by users are charged for services related to the preparation of the
information, but the pricing policy is not clearly communicated and not available to public.

Uzbekistan has been participating in the IMF’s enhanced General Data Dissemination
System (e-GDDS) since January 2018 and the authorities are looking forward to further
improvements towards subscribing to the Special Data Dissemination Standard (SDDS).

Statistical release dates and times are announced in advance. A twelve-month advance
release calendar is provided on the SCS official website. Official statistics are released
according to a standard daily time. Any divergence from the dissemination time schedule
is not publicized in advance and explained. There is no explicitly written document
describing the procedures to monitor timely publication of materials.

Since there is no single data dissemination and statistical information policy, errors
discovered in published statistics are not corrected as soon as possible and publicized. Not
all information on the methods and procedures used is publicly available.

There is no open data policy for micro-data. The policy for dissemination of micro-data for
research purposes has not been developed yet. The SCS may disseminate micro-data in
aggregate and/or depersonalized form on the basis of orders and protocols of the Cabinet
of Ministries and President’s Administration free of charge as well as upon the request of
agencies/institutions on commercial basis.

Since 2017, all sectoral statistical information is accompanied with an explanation and
analytical materials. Information on the methods and procedures are available on the
website in library section separately from data and this information is updated regularly.
E-GDDS standard is accepted as common metadata format in statistical outputs. There is
no set-up dissemination database allowing users to extract data and create tailor-made
tables and charts.
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In the future, planned special trainings on writing press-releases and dealing with media
will be a valuable asset for the staff in the dissemination of data.

The SCS understands that introduction of modern software for visualization and analysis
of statistical data (software R, Stata, SPSS, etc.), creation of an online database on the
website with the ability to filter data and download data in different formats, and
improvement of skills of the staff on the analysis, dissemination, and visualization of data
are necessary to improve dissemination policy of the SCS.

2.7. ICT Infrastructure and Physical Infrastructure

Institutional Arrangements

There are two departments (IT Department and Information Security Department)
responsible for the development of ICT infrastructure and IT solutions.

The Department of Information Security is a special unit of the SCS responsible for the
security in the system. The main tasks of the Department include ensuring a complete and
secure information space of the computer system of the SCS, organization and support of
a secure connection to the Internet, differentiation of access to information systems and
services of SCS in accordance with the assigned roles of users, ensuring the safe operation
of the EIS of the State Statistical Committee (SCS) (environment control, maintenance of
software versions, backup of information, load capacity planning, etc.), control of
compliance with the requirements of technical specifications and certificates purchased-
software and hardware of the EIS of the SCS, analysis of information risks, and
identification and organization of the closure of possible channels of leakage of protected
information.

The biggest challenge in terms of technology in the SCS is the high turnover of IT staff,
with relatively few staff having more than three years of experience. This makes
knowledge transfer very important and underlines the need for a clear information
technology strategy.

Corporate communication channel connects the central office and its territorial units with
a VPN network. The central office and territorial statistics departments are connected to a
VPN through fiber optic cables with speed of 2 Mb/s, while district territorial units are
connected through ADSL technology with speed of 512 Kb/s. Taking into regularly
increasing workload of the SCS into account, it is necessary to increase the speed of the
VPN communication channel at least up to 10 Mb/s and a VPN communication channel on
the basis of fiber optic cables should be set up in all territorial statistics bodies.
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Hardware

Computing hardware (2710 computers within the system of SCS) is considered to be
sufficient at his writing, with around 25%-30% of computers less than three years old.
There is a need for new 1568 computers to replace outdated (53.1%) and non-working
computers (4.8%).

Most statistical processing is done using Microsoft Access and Excel, though some
database systems use Microsoft SQL. In some cases, there have been difficulties due to
different software versions being used in the central and regional offices. Currently, the
use of open-source software is limited to the web servers only. Since the software on the
computer is not licensed, computer failures occur quite often. No free or open-source
software is used for statistical data processing and dissemination. Most IT development is
done in-house; though occasionally, for major projects, external contractors are used.

It is necessary to purchase licenses or introduce free open source software for the operating
system, software packages and other necessary programs used on all computers of the
Central Office and regional statistical offices.

There are total 32 servers within the system of the SCS and all territorial units have their
own server rooms requiring modernization. In particular, the server room of the SCS
headquarters contains 3 HUAWEI server appliances, and 70-75% their resources are
already being used nowadays®. There is no backup system and data geo-backup.

It is necessary to create and start a data processing center at the SCS headquarters with
modern server equipment, with high level of data protection, storage and processing of data
bulks, and automated backup system.

Moreover, it is necessary to provide the VolP system with new equipment and to make the
VolP system available for all territorial statistics bodies, all offices of the headquarters and
territorial statistics departments. Videoconferencing and a call-center based on the most
up-to-date devices should be launched in the headquarters.

Tablet computers are available in very small numbers for the purposes of piloting, and next
generation devices are requires for the transition to computer-assisted personal
interviewing (CAPI) expected during the lifetime of this strategy.

% Two servers with the following technical parameters:
Server 1. CPU - 2 Intel Xeon CPU E5-2697 v3 2.60 GHz , RAM -256 Gb and HDD - 850 Gb+ 8Th
Server 2. CPU - Intel Xeon 1.8 GHz, RAM - 16 Gb, HDD - 280Gb+33,5Tb.
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Data Management System

The SCS actively uses information systems for electronic data collection (eStat 3.0),
accounting of legal entities using the unified state register (Reg-system), and management
of socio-economic indicators databases (Annex 2). Developing a web version of eStat3.0
and modernization information system on registers of legal entities are determined as
priorities in the field of information systems.

The SCS realizes that the modernization of the current system of automated data
capture/coding/validation techniques and the development of a new automated information
system for the use of technology throughout the entire statistical value chain are immediate
IT related tasks that are needed to be undertaken to improve efficiency in the activity of
SCS. However, a shortage of financial resources and the lack of enough professional staff
prevent greater use of technology in statistical processing.

Data management and security practices have been evaluated as sufficient, with regular
data back-ups to computers and servers in other locations. Internet content management is
currently centralized, with a small team responsible for implementing all updates to the
SCS web site. IT staff do not seem to have any contacts with colleagues in other countries.
The development of professional networks through such contacts could help to identify
new ideas and good practices more rapidly.

Regional and District office infrastructure

A safe and healthy work environment is one of the key factors to keep the motivation and
productivity of staff high. The situation in the regional offices, particularly in the district
offices, however, is far from satisfactory. Office buildings need significant improvement
and maintenance that have been neglected for a long time. As a result, many of the offices
are in a state of disrepair. This has an effect not only on the efficiency of operations but
also on staff morale. Furthermore, it affects against recruitment of new staff. Therefore, the
aim is to improve accommodation and facilities in the territorial offices as soon as possible.

The improvement activities should follow a well-prepared plan that addresses the difficulty
of obtaining funding for office improvements. The justification for expenditures will have
to be creatively prepared and presented. Efficiency gains through the implementation of
NSDS and introduction of low-cost data collection and processing methods could help
justify new expenditures in office maintenance.
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2.8. Statistical Program and Operations

Censuses

Censuses of population, agriculture, housing, and business are an important part of the
national statistical infrastructure. The SCS can collect data on the size, distribution and
composition of the entire population under consideration (people, farms and businesses)
and information on a broad range of social and economic characteristics of the population
through censuses. The national statistical system should be able to conduct such censuses
in internationally recommended forms and frequency (at least every ten years) and should
release the results on a timely manner.

The SCS is expected to carry out Population Census according to the decree of the
President from 05.02.2019 “On approval of the concept of the population census in the
Republic of Uzbekistan in 2022 and Agricultural Census according to the Resolutions of
the President No. 3165 and No. 4273.

Population census

The decree of the President of Uzbekistan #5655 of February 5, 2019 set the date for the
census, the creation of a Republic Commission headed by the Prime-Minister as
responsible for the census, and approved a set of major steps to prepare, conduct and use
the results of the census. The Draft Law “On the Population Census” has been developed
by the SCS which will create the legal basis for conducting census at least once every 10
years and determine the principles and organizational methods of preparing and conducting
population survey.

According to the Decree, the population census will be held in November-December 2022,
and the pilot census should be conducted before July 1, 2021, i.e. on the date of adoption
of the Decree. It allocates about 3 years and 9 months for preparation for the census, and
for the pilot census, 2 years and 4 months.

The draft law was submitted to Parliament for approval. After the adoption of the law, there
will be another Government document which will provide the details of census plan,
responsible agencies, and the amount of funding to be allocated.

To prepare and conduct a high-quality census the government needs to accelerate the
adoption of by-laws, and to make key decisions regarding the methods to be used (e.g.
paper vs. tablet). Work on the following also must be facilitated: cartographic activities;
questionnaire design and (potentially) printing; hiring and training of field enumerators;
identification and procurement of data processing and communication equipment; conduct
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of the pilot census; communication campaign; and above all the budget and sources of
funding.

Since the last census in Uzbekistan was completed in 1989, there is no institutional memory
of conducting such activities, and the staff left at the SCS lacks the managerial and
technical capacity to fully lead and coordinate the preparation and undertaking of the
census. UNFPA has invited international experts to advise and prepare documents (draft
law, census plan), and conducted several meetings in Tashkent. UNFPA has also sent staff
from the SCS to meetings, trainings, and pilot censuses conducted abroad.

At the SCS there are very few staff dedicated to the census preparation and coordination.
They come from different departments and have more responsibilities than is feasible to
accomplish with available resources. International consultants consistently recommend
creating a specialized department at the SCS with sufficient staff covering all technical
areas of census (coordinators, finance, IT, statisticians, data processing, cartography etc.).
This team should be fully and solely dedicated to the population census, receive training,
and complete study visits to other countries to build their capacity. Such a specialized
department has not yet been created.

The SCS urgently requires the support of a Chief Technical Advisor on the Population
Census to provide overall guidance. The Advisor should be attached to either the SCS or
the Prime-Minister’s Office to have access to key decision-makers. Also, technical experts
in different specific areas mentioned above will be needed.

The preparatory work must be completed by 1 July 2021 to conduct a Pilot Census to test
and assess all technical aspects of the Census. At this early stage it is still possible to
identify issues and challenges, and to change plans to be prepared for the Census in
November-December 2022.

The concept of conducting a population in census in 2022 and its action plan were approved
by Government on February 5, 2019. According to the concept note, the population census
will be conducted in 3 stages:

e 1st stage (about 3 years): development of normative and legal acts regulating the
organizational, financial and methodological aspects of population survey, namely:
organization of field trial (trial population survey), mapping and compiling the list
of houses, creation of automatic system of conducting census, preparation of census
forms and census sites, training and capacity building activities.

e 2nd stage (from 10 to 60 days): conducting population census.
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e 3rd stage (from 1 to 3 years): processing of primary data, obtaining preliminary
census results and dissemination of census results.

The lack of qualified specialists and proper ICT support have been identified by the SCS
as main barriers in the implementation of population census. Moreover, the involvement
of an international expert on long-term basis is very important in the efficient
implementation of measures in the action plan.

Agricultural census

Although an agricultural census has not been conducted since the independence of country,
having the agricultural census in 2023 has been identified by SCS management and
relevant authorities as one of priorities for the statistical system of the country.

The action plan on the organization of agriculture census was developed in July 2019. The
SCS and Ministry of Agriculture are working closely with international organizations and
the Statistical Office of Russia in the organization of the census.

Business census

There are no plans of the Uzbek Government to conduct a business census in near future.
However, while the SCS and other relevant government bodies understand its importance,
the lack of financial resources is the main reason for postponing it.

National Accounts

The National Accounts statistics are compiled by the SCS. It is implemented in accordance
with the recommendations of the System of National Accounts (SNA) 1993. Since 2013,
considerable efforts have been taken in order to implement SNA 2008 and the SCS is
planning to implement SNA 2008 by 2021. Employees have been taking part in several
workshops under the multi-annual UNECE-Eurostat-EFTA program on the implementation of
SNA 2008, with links to Balance of Payments (BOP) and Government Finance Statistics
(GFS). More recently, a four-year plan has been agreed with the IMF in order to prioritize
activities in specific areas. There is also cooperation for improving national accounts together
with CISSTAT and with the Asian Development Bank. SCS is preparing to re-join the
International Comparison Program (ICP) in 2020.

The Macroeconomic Indicators and National Accounts Department in the SCS is equipped
with sufficient human, technical and infrastructure resources to compile National Accounts
Statistics. However, high turnover rate, lack of experience of newly recruited staff,
methodological issues in the compilation of key indicators, and relatively old IT
infrastructure are major challenges faced by the Department.
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Current practices

All current accounts of the SNA (production account, generation of income account,
primary distribution of income account, secondary distribution of income account, use of
disposable income account) and the capital account, supply and use tables, input-output
tables are compiled on an annual basis. In addition to the five domestic institutional sectors
of the economy, transactions between residents and non-residents are reflected in the "rest
of the world" sector. Sector accounts are compiled on the basis of CISSTAT
recommendations.

GDP is compiled by the production approach and expenditure approach on both an annual
and quarterly basis, but also by income approach on an annual basis. Meanwhile, the
calculation of GDP by production approach is the main one due to the specifications of the
existing information base.

The main international classifications applied are:

e the Statistical Classification of Economic Activities in the European Community
(NACE) Rev. 2

e the Classification of Products by Activity (CPA) 2008

e the Classification of Individual Consumption by Purpose (COICOP)
e the Classification of the Functions of Government (COFOGQG)

e the Harmonized Commodity Description and Coding Systems (HS)

Input data for the compilation of National Accounts from the production side are taken
mainly from:

e the annual censuses of all commercial enterprises, state and non-state non-profit
organizations, financial enterprises, and farms

e amonthly survey of large commercial enterprises
e quarterly sample surveys of small businesses and micro firms

e sample surveys of the individuals engaged in agricultural, industrial, transport,
trading and construction activities, as well as other services (informal sector)

e administrative sources from the Ministry of Finance, the Tax and Customs
Authority, the Central Bank, and various State agencies

For the calculation of GDP from the expenditure side, the following data sources are used:
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e the Household Budget Survey

e data on retail turnover

e data on market services provided to the population
e agricultural data

e data from price statistics

e data from the report on the State budget execution
e data from labour statistics

e investment and inventory data from enterprises

e reported data from non-profit organizations

e data from customs statistics

e Balance of Payments data

Any discrepancy at the level of GDP between the production approach and the expenditure
approach is carefully analyzed. Calculations are undertaken in accordance with publicly
accessible documentation methods. Consistency and completeness are checked using
supply-use tables and by comparing data from different sources and over time.

Annual and quarterly accounts are prepared in current and constant prices. The constant
time series is calculated based on the output deflator index. However, there are plans to
introduce a double deflation approach in order to achieve a more reliable estimate of real
value added.

The time series of annual GDP goes back to 1991, while quarterly estimates have been
produced since 2001. In addition to GDP, Gross Regional Product is compiled for the
country's 14 territorial administrative units.

Databases are maintained in Microsoft Access and calculations carried out in Microsoft
Excel, but there is an interest in looking into alternatives, in particular free software
developed specifically for National Accounts purposes.

In relation to the SNA 2008 implementation, priority will be given to those areas that affect
the size, structure and dynamics of GDP. The SCS identifies financial accounts, the
changes in assets and liabilities account, the revaluation account and the balance of assets
and liabilities as the main challenges. Efforts to improve the consistency between National
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Accounts, Balance of Payments statistics, and Government Finance statistics will continue,
as will the implementation of the classifications in SNA 2008.

Further issues to be developed include estimates of the non-observed economy, housing
services, and the consumption of fixed capital. Improving the quality of quarterly accounts
by introducing seasonal adjustment, and of GDP in constant prices by moving to
calculations based on annual average prices of the base year and introducing a double
deflation approach, are other priority areas.

Price Statistics

The SCS compiles price statistics (CPI, PPI) in line with standards of major international
organizations such as IMF, OECD, Eurostat, UNECE, World Bank and ILO. The CPI and
Household Budget Survey (HBS) are compiled according to COICOP 1999. Sampling of
items in the production of price statistics are based on the information of (HBS) and
business statistics while sampling of outlets in the CPI is primarily based on the judgment
of price collectors, not on enterprise registers.

Meanwhile, Central Bank of Uzbekistan produces price and expected inflation statistics
using a narrow range of commodities (112 commaodities) used exclusively for internal use.

Department of Price Statistics produces other price statistics in addition to CPI and PPI
such as input index of materials purchased by industrial enterprises, price indices for
transportation and communication, and price indices for investment, exports and imports.
Currently, conducting price observations with the use of tablets is implemented in 120
districts and cities.

Issues related to the accounting for quality aspects of products and services, new products,
seasonal aspects, the coverage of small businesses in the compilation price statistics are the
major challenges faced by the Department.

External Trade Statistics

External trade statistics are compiled by the Department of Statistics on Foreign Economic
Activity and Trade within the SCS. The main sources of methodological guidance are the
IMF’s Balance of Payments and International Investment Position Manual (BPM6) and the
Manual on Statistics of International Trade in Services 2010 by the UN, IMF, WTO,
Eurostat and others. The collection and processing of statistical data on foreign trade in
goods and the maintenance of the database is carried out by the State Customs Committee
using data from customs declarations. The SCS receives only those data required for the
statistical production process. A new commodity nomenclature based on the Harmonized
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System (HS) with certain national adaptations, notably in the pharmaceutical sector, was
introduced in 2018.

The main data sources for statistics on trade in services are derived from administrative
sources, statistical reporting of large enterprises, statistical surveys (tourism, small and
micro enterprises) and quantitative assessment methods. All large enterprises report data
on a monthly basis, while expert estimates are used for smaller enterprises and micro firms.
For tourism services, a sample survey on inbound and outbound tourism is carried out. A
satellite account on tourism has been developed based on recommendations from the World
Tourism Organization.

There are still gaps in the harmonization of the classifications and standards used by the
SCS and State Customs Committee. Both should work together on the integration of the
latest versions of international classifications and standards.

Energy Statistics

To calculate energy performance indicators, it is planned to introduce, starting from 2020,
additional indicators into the Household Survey Questionnaire to determine the
consumption of energy products by individuals and non-commercial users.

These data will help Uzbekistan to acquire necessary information on fuel and energy
consumed by the population, in order to detail the consumption structure in fuel and energy
balance, and to provide users with more detailed information on total energy consumption.

Consultations of international experts on issues of calculating energy balance indicators,
energy efficiency, and usage of modeling methods to estimate energy consumption by
individuals will improve the quality of information presented to users.

Environmental Statistics

Monitoring the environment is a cross-cutting issue involving all sectors of the economy.
Environmental statistics is collected from several ministries (Ministry of Water Resources,
Ministry of Agriculture, State Committee on Ecology and Environmental Protection,
Ministry of Transportation, Ministry of Energy, State Forestry Committee) and
organizations on conservation of natural resources, protection of natural areas, carrying out
activities related earthquakes, and forestry. The national method for the design of
environmental statistical indicators was developed by the SCS in September 2019.

Production of consistent, comparable, and comprehensive statistics are need to directly
respond to the demand of integrated policy-making fit under the umbrella of sustainable
development.
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Business, establishment, and industry statistics

The SCS collects the data on market economic activities and business statistics indicators
through statistical reports of legal entities and business surveys conducted annually and
quarterly. All sectoral departments of the SCS use the national business register as the
frame for the formation of a list of reporting entities, as well as the primary sampling frame.

Surveys of small business and micro-firms are used to produce statistics on small business
development. In addition, the SCS conducts also the survey of individual entrepreneurs in
spheres of trade, services, industry, and transportation on quarterly basis.

Indicators of industrial statistics are compiled by the SCS based on the data collected from
statistical reports of large and small-sized entities, as well as from sample surveys of small
enterprises and micro-firms, and surveys of individual entrepreneurs. However, the non-
observed (informal) economy remains largely out of scope of data collection.

The SCS follows IMF recommendations in the production of an industrial production index
and the calculations are performed via a cumulative deflation method. The SCS has started
producing monthly industrial production index on a discrete basis beginning in July of
2019, but reliability of these data is under consideration due to the lack of seasonal
adjustment methods that follow international standards.

At the mahalla level, some statistics of business activities are collected by local authorities
and included in the Mahalla Foundation’s national database, but these data are not used by
the SCS due to the lack of required technologies and methodologies.

The SCS has identified constructing and maintaining a comprehensive statistical business
register as a critical priority, and has undertaken to promote the use of national
identification for all businesses in the country.

Government Finance Statistics

Government Finance Statistics (GFS) are compiled by the Ministry of Finance. Since the
Financial Statistics Department has been recently established (2018), there is a need to
recruit and train staff. The IMF has been supportive in providing training for new staff at
the Ministry of Finance. The Government Finance Statistics Manual 2014, published by
the IMF, is the main international standard adhered to by the Ministry. The IMF data
dissemination standard "enhanced GDDS" (e-GDDS) is currently used. There is a
commitment to implement the Special Data Dissemination Standard (SDDS) in the near
future to improve data transparency and governance.

The Ministry of Finance is currently working to expand the coverage of government
finance statistics to the whole general government by including operations of all extra-
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budgetary funds, off-budget accounts of budgetary organizations and operations of other
institutional units that should be classified as part of the general government sector
according to GFSM 2014.

The currently initiated close coordination of activities between Ministry of Finance, the
Central Bank and the SCS would solve problems associated with methodological issues in
the statistics produced by individual agencies in a coordinated manner (e.g., classification
of units, treatment of specific transactions) and eliminate discrepancies in statistical
datasets. The Ministry of Finance, SCS and Central Bank should work closely to harmonize
SNA 2008, GFS, MFS and I1P/BoP. This will ensure high quality and reliable statistics,
harmonize standards, and share expertise.

The Ministry of Finance is also taking steps to improve integrity of fiscal reports on fiscal
aggregate statistics. The national based budget classification is being revised to align with
GFSM 2014 methodology. In addition, the 2020 budget includes a reconciliation table
explaining the differences in fiscal aggregates between budget execution and GFS reports.

The Ministry of Finance has emphasized the development of quarterly time series data of
government finance statistics in line with international standards.

External Sector Statistics
Balance of payments are compiled by the Central Bank of Uzbekistan. The series began in

2018. The IMF’s Balance of Payments and International Investment Position Manual
(BPM6) constitutes the basis for the production of BOP Statistics.

In the production of BP Statistics, the Central Bank relies on Microsoft Excel, which is
also used to exchange data with the SCS. The Central Bank cooperates with the SCS and
the IMF on the implementation of e-GDDS. Statistics on the Balance of Payments,
International investment position and external debt are published each quarter in Uzbek,
Russian, and English.

The implementation of IMF’s technical assistance mission recommendations for compiling
external sector statistics, including recalculation of balance of payments indicators in
accordance with BPM-6, implementation of standards of MFSM 2016, and the full
automation of data collection and compilation processes are reported by the Central Bank
as the main priorities in statistical activities to be accomplished in near future.
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Demographic Statistics

Demographic statistics is maintained using data on births, deaths, and migration using the
latest population census conducted in 1989 and administrative records collected at the local
level by the Mahalla Foundation.

Registration of acts of civil status (birth, death, marriage and divorce) is carried out by the
register offices at the Agency of Public Services of the Ministry of Justice of the Republic
of Uzbekistan. Registration of arrivals and departures both domestically and abroad is
carried out on the basis of statistical coupons to the arrival and departure lists of the
migration and citizenship departments. Given how much time has passed since the last
census, there is reason to be cautious about the demographic indicators of the country. The
preparatory work for the next census is part of the national strategy for action for 2017-
2021. The census concept has been developed and approved by the Government.

Education Statistics

Education statistics on public educational institutions in Uzbekistan are based on
administrative records collected by the Education Ministries (Ministry of Preschool
Education, Ministry of Public Education, Ministry of Higher and Secondary Special
Education) at the level of educational institutions.

Data collection is handled at kindergarten/school/university level by regional departments
of Ministries. The education ministries determine the types of data to be collected and
update statistical data forms in cooperation with the SCS. At the same time, the educational
institutions submit information to the SCS electronically too. The additional information
of education characteristics of the population is collected through household surveys
conducted by the SCS. It provides an opportunity to the SCS to crosscheck the quality of
data obtained from the Ministries. This may create duplication of work and could produce
confusing results. Lack comprehensiveness and coordination across ministries also leads
to the duplication of work. To avoid such duplication the roles and responsibilities should
be clearly defined.

Reliable data on the assessment of student learning outcomes are produced by the State
Inspectorate for the Supervision of Quality in Education (SISQE) attached to the Cabinet
of Ministers.

The Ministry of Public Education and Ministry of Higher and Secondary Special Education
cooperate with the World Bank in the development of an education management
information system (EMIS) which enable digital collection, compilation, and analysis of
education-related data.
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The Ministry of Preschool Education is a step ahead of the other education ministries in
the adaptation of OpenEMIS with the support of UNICEF and seeks to generalize the use
of OpenEMIS in other domains, notably in relation to strategic planning, management and
quality measurement, but faces challenges to scale up use of OpenEMIS due to the lack of
a data driven culture inside ministry. Another issue is that unless the other two ministries
also adopt compatible EMIS approach, data integration and compatibility will be difficult
on the medium term.

In addition, the Government approved the mid-term strategy (five-year) on the
modernization of education sector for each level of education and implemented quantitative
monitoring of activities in the strategy by introducing key performance indicators
(indicators of learning outcomes, citation of articles, mobility of students and academic
staff, etc.). There is a strong need for additional data on these indicators.

It is also important to establish separate independent department on education statistics in
each of these Ministries to harmonize its standards with the latest international standards,
to introduce and to make EMIS projects sustainable over a long period of time. As an
overarching state body, the SISQE should take coordination role in the implementation of
these activities.

Health Statistics

The Ministry of Health compiles statistical information on population health statistics,
health facilities statistics, and human resources statistics within the system of Ministry of
Healthcare. Health expenditure statistics as well as various health indicators can be sourced
from the Ministry of Health, Ministry of Finance, other ministries and organizations, and
private health organizations. The gradual implementation of the System of Health
Accounts has been started with the technical support of WHO.

The SCS also electronically collects data from public health facilities (not within the
system of Ministry of Health) and private health facilities and organizations. Institutional
arrangements between SCS and ministries should be redefined to deal with multiple
sources.

The NSDS implementation will review the compilation of health statistics and
dissemination practices in line with international standards and make necessary
improvements to reflect statistics accurately in the requirements of national and
international agencies.

The current statistical capacity and the number of staff members in the Statistics
Department of the Ministry of Health are not enough to produce sound statistical data
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following the latest developments in international standards and classifications. There is a
strong need for the training of staff on the improvement of statistical activities in line with
the best international standards and for enhancing the analytical capacity of the
Department. The development of an automated system of data collection and its integration
with those of other data producing agencies will increase the efficiency and quality in the
national statistics system.

Social Statistics

Social statistics are mainly produced by the relevant ministries and public agencies.

Household-based social economic indicators for development planning and international
development strategies (e.g. SDG) are produced by the SCS by conducting household
surveys (primarily the Household Budget Survey, described below). Household surveys
have been conducted since 2000 on a monthly basis to produce statistics on the standard of
living of the population and on poverty.

Survey results include information on the average consumption of individuals and
households in terms of their demographic, social, and economic characteristics, on the
scope of poverty and distribution of households along poverty lines, on consumption
patterns and its dynamics, and on the distribution of household income by sources.

Household budget survey

The Household Budget Survey is one of the most crucial sources of official statistics in
Uzbekistan. The data generated by the survey allow officials and the public to monitor
well-being, economic activity, and other important trends. The data also contribute to other
statistical operations of the SCS including national accounts, the consumer price index, and
the Minimum Consumption Basket.

The SCS continuously collects consumption and expenditure data in the annual Household
Budget Survey (HBS) of Uzbekistan. The HBS has been the primary data source of
information on welfare levels in Uzbekistan since 2000. The survey sample is designed to
provide valid representativeness every year for the national level, for urban and rural areas,
and for each province (specifically: 12 provinces, Karakalpakstan, and Tashkent City).

Since 2000, the HBS survey has undergone several revisions of both subject coverage and
sample design. The target sample size is currently set at 10,000 households, biannually
sampled from 208 clusters. A stratified multistage sample design is in continuous use for
the selection of participating households. The current practice serves the purpose but needs
significant improvement to reduce the cost, improve coverage and data accuracy, and
reduce the time spent in both data collection and processing.
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SDG Statistics

In October 2018 the Government of Uzbekistan adopted the Resolution (#841) on
implementation of the national Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and approved a list
of 16 national Sustainable Development Goals and 125 national targets. It established a
national SDG Coordination Council, headed by the Deputy Prime Minister / Minister of
Finance, to oversee the implementation of the national SDGs across 21 government
agencies, formed six expert groups on specific topics of SDGs and approved a roadmap of
activities on implementing the national SDGs. The national SDG Coordination Council
approved the list of 206 national SDG indicators, that had been proposed by the inter-
agency group headed by the SCS in consultations with the UN. Furthermore, SCS launched
a national SDG website with the support of UNDP (nsdg.stat.uz) in Russian, which
currently contains data and statistics for 64 SDG indicators out of 206 approved. With the
support of the UN, SCS is currently working to close the big data gaps in SDGs statistics
through technical assistance in adopting the necessary methodology and putting in place
data collection mechanisms.

Moreover, in connection with emerging issues on formulation, calculation and monitoring
of SDG indicators, as well as on interaction of ministries and departments responsible for
development of SDG indicators, it is appropriate to study the experience of other countries
which are leaders in the compilation of SDG statistics.

Science and Innovation statistics

Producing relevant statistical data on science, research and development is important to
foster innovation and to monitor progress of the country in the national and international
context related to innovation. There are a number of issues in the field of innovation
statistics. This sphere lacks information and requires methodological support in the
introduction of classifications, methods, and standards in line with internationally accepted
practices such as the OSLO Manual 2018 and Frascati manual 2015.

Considering the above, there is an urgent need to study the experience of countries
experienced in collecting, reporting, and using data on innovation statistics. In particular,
integration with patent registries and university-based innovation initiatives will be
required in the early stages of developing this area.

Gender Statistics

There is a need for developing qualitative and quantitative indicators for gender statistics
that are in line with international standards to capture the specific realities in the lives of
men and women in Uzbekistan over time.
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Gender-differentiated indicators will help policy makers to break down data by sex in order
to aid comparison and inform decision making process, including the monitoring of SDGs
from gender perspective. Improvements are required particularly with respect to survey-
based indicators that are currently collected at the household level (such as the Household
Budget Survey). Collecting and reporting statistics based on administrative sources that are
disaggregated by gender is also an important commitment of the SCS under its SDG-
reporting obligations.

Labor Statistics

The SCS follows ILO standards and classifications in labor market statistics with some
notable exceptions.

The SCS produces data on the number of employed people based on the statistical reports
of enterprises and organizations, the labor force survey conducted by the Ministry of Labor,
data of tax authorities, and data from state statistical observation of educational institutions
on the number of full-time students.

The Labor Force Survey (LFS) is conducted and managed by the Ministry of Labor. The
Ministry handles all stages of the survey including training of interviewers, sampling and
collection of data, questionnaire design and data analysis. The Ministry partly follows ILO
standards but there are notable exceptions; including the definition of unemployment, and
information on number of hours worked (which is not collected). There are plans to move
to electronic data collection in the LFS, which is currently conducted through face-to-face
interviews using paper and pencil. There is lack of clarity in the documentation of response
rates in the survey.

Statistics on job vacancies, labor cost and earnings are available in Uzbekistan to some
degree, but improvements are needed to be in line with international standards. The latest
versions of ISCO (2008) and ISCED (2011) are not applied. The sampling rate is 0.2% of
households in Uzbekistan. The design is a two-stage systematic, stratified cluster sample
using regions within the country as stratum and mahallas (villages / neighborhoods) as
clusters.

The Ministry of Labor also conducts the Survey of Job Vacancies among enterprises in
both the private and the public sector. Data on work time vacancies are formed using the
state statistical reporting on work according to the annually approved Program of State
Statistical Works.

The SCS collected data on the cost of labor for large enterprises (without small business
and private entrepreneurship) until 2013.
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The national program of labor statistics should seek to ensure the use of common concepts,
definitions and classifications in line with international standards and of overlapping
reference periods and should assess the coherence and comparability of the results.

Tourism statistics

The SCS and The State Committee for Tourism Development collaborate in compiling
tourism statistics. Tourism statistics are being developed in accordance with the standards
set in the International Recommendations for Tourism Statistics (IRTS 2008) from United
Nations World Tourism Organization. However, this process needs improvement in certain
areas such as statistics on domestic tourism, international comparisons of tourism statistics,
and details on local destinations for foreign visitors.

Transport statistics

The lack of comprehensive, reliable, and accurate data on the transport sector is an urgent
gap. The SCS intends to collaborate with recently established Ministry of Transport in the
development of transport statistics in line with the latest international standards.

In particular, accounting of individual entrepreneurs (households) involved in
transportation activities, methods and technologies of compiling transport statistics (such
as price indices and tariffs of transportation services, statistics related to transport
infrastructure and logistics, and indicators for transportation of passengers and goods) are
required to modernize in accordance with international standards. The creation of a
database needed for the development of the transport and economic balance is another
priority in the statistical activities of the Ministry of Transport.

Agricultural Statistics

The SCS produces data on agricultural statistics based on the statistical reports of
enterprises and organizations, data provided by the Ministry of Agriculture, and agriculture
and farm surveys. The SCS is working closely with FAO to produce Food Balance Sheet
of the country.

Since agriculture is an important sector of the economy employing 28% of the country’s
labor force and 28.8% of its GDP, there is a high need for reliable and comprehensive
national agriculture statistics.

The development reliable system of agriculture statistics in line with international
standards is determined as the main strategic priority in the National Strategy of the
Development of Agriculture for 2020-2030. It will ensure the evaluation of progress in the
implementation of strategic goals and activities. According to this strategy, an agricultural
census is scheduled for the first quarter of 2023.
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Taking into account the nature of agrotechnical measures and the growing season of certain
types of crops, the cultivation of which also depends on climatic conditions, and other
factors, conducting agricultural census in the first quarter is not effective.

In accordance with Decree of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan dated February
5, 2019 No. 5665, a population census in the Republic of Uzbekistan is scheduled for 2022,
the final data for which will be prepared by 2024. According to the recommendations of
international organizations, the usefulness of census increases when using census data as a
basis or basis for comparison in the same branch of statistics or its use as a source of
information necessary for other statistical studies. For example, it can be used as the source
of sampling frame for surveys or for agricultural census. Based on the foregoing,
conducting agricultural census in 2024 is advisable.

Moreover, the lack of well-qualified human resources and proper infrastructure in the
Ministry of Agriculture are the main challenges in producing reliable statistical data.

Construction Statistics

The construction sector involves the creation, renovation, repair or extension of fixed assets
in the form of buildings, land improvement, and other infrastructures such as roads,
bridges, dams and so forth.

The SCS produces statistical indicators in construction characterizing the structure and
dynamics of investments in non-financial assets, investments in fixed assets,
commissioning of fixed assets, production facilities, residential buildings, and social
facilities.

The Methods and standards used for the compilation construction statistics need to be
improved in line with international standards to ensure the full coverage and reliability of
primary statistical information on investments in construction.

Service sector statistics

The service is the fastest growing sector of Uzbekistan. It accounts for 47.3% of GDP
and 49.7% of total employment in the economy.

The SCS produces statistics on services by type of economic activity based on the data
from statistical reporting of large enterprises, and quarterly assessment of small enterprises
and micro-firms, farms, non-profit organizations and individual entrepreneurs. Statistical
accounting of the services produced (rendered) by type of economic activity is carried out
on an accrued basis in prices at the time of provision of services (at current prices). The
index of the physical volume of market services is calculated by deflating using baseline

63



Uzbekistan National Strategy for Development of Statistics 2020-2025

and current period data with the subsequent phased aggregation of individual indices as
integrated by type of economic activity.

The Methods and standards used for the compilation of construction statistics need to be
improved in line with international standards to ensure the full coverage and reliability of
primary statistical information on services.

Administrative data sources

Administrative records of public agencies (Ministry of Justice, Ministry of Internal Affairs,
State Tax Committee, State Customs Committee and others) are the main data sources used
by the SCS. For example, the Ministry of Justice collects administrative data on
demographic statistics (births, deaths, marriages and divorces).

However, the collaboration of the SCS and line ministries to harmonize the content and to
improve the quality of statistics need to be more productive. In majority cases,
administrative data are inaccurate, incomplete and inconsistent and are not produced in a
timely manner. The consequence is that data users may have low regard for the entire
national statistical system.

The SCS as the central producer of national statistics should enhance its role in assisting
line ministries for the integration of the latest versions of international classifications and
standards and for the production of administrative records.

To improve the current situation and guarantee cooperation between government agencies
the Law on State Statistics should be supplemented by regulations and by-laws to identify
concrete mechanisms for cooperation and for access to databases. It is also necessary to
develop a single dissemination policy, unification of metadata and other aspects of
statistical activity.

Mahalla Foundation administrative records

Each mahalla in Uzbekistan (currently 8933 mahallas in Uzbekistan, with 4076 defined as
urban and 4857 defined as rural) is legally obligated to maintain detailed administrative
records for every person and family residing in that location. When aggregated, these data
cover the total population size, demographics, social protection programs, local amenities,
and migrant populations. These data are also the source of the sample frame for household
and labor surveys at this time. Mahalla records are important for demographic, social, and

economic statistics, particularly in the absence of a national census since 1989.
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2.9. SWOT Analysis

Strengths

Legal and Organizational Issues

The legal framework for state statistics is established by the Law on State Statistics
(2012). There are also several additional decrees and resolutions adopted by the
President and Cabinet of Ministers to regulate statistical activities and to provide
details in certain cases of state statistics.

Statistical confidentiality is guaranteed by law.

In general, the legal framework is in line with international recommendations,
including the Generic Law on Official Statistics (GLOS), developed by UNECE,
in cooperation with EFTA and Eurostat.

According to the Law, the SCS’s coordination role is supported by the
establishment of the Statistical Council, the collegial advisory body with multi-
sectoral representatives and appointed by the President of the Republic. This
Council is intended to meet regularly.

In general, the human and financial resources capacity of SCS is adequate to meet
the current and statistical works within the Program of State Statistical Works.

The SCS has hardworking and motivated staff, and their salaries have been
gradually increasing in recent years. During the last five years several reforms took
place to strengthen the organizational and staffing structure of the SCS.

The Training and Statistical Research Institute was established to be mainly
responsible for the retraining and advanced training of employees of the state
statistics system. It has a relatively high capacity of faculty and research staff.

Activities in annual and multi-annual programs are usually funded by state budget
but can include off-budget funds and funds of international organizations.

Statistical Infrastructure

Well-known statistical indicators such as external trade, balance of payments,
government finance, monetary statistics, banking statistics, tax statistics, labor
statistics, social statistics and others are regularly produced by the state statistical
system. These statistical products are part of the statistical infrastructure and
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developed through censuses, surveys, administrative data and other means of data
collection.

In general, the system of data production has been institutionalized. Data are
collected and partly processed in the district and regional offices, and then sent to
the central office for final processing, analysis, and dissemination. Regional offices
can also produce specific regional statistical outputs.

Considerable efforts have been made in recent years to modernise statistical
production and implement international standards. In most cases work has begun
on the latest versions of international standards and good practices in certain areas.

The Strategy for the Development of Statistics developed by the Cabinet of
Ministries and/or President’s administration announced in the President’s Decree
#3165 dated July 31, 2017. The Strategy serves as a basis for the development of
multi-annual and annual program of statistical activities.

Statistical work is carried out in accordance with multi-annual (5-year) program
and annual Programs of State Statistical Activities. The multi-annual program is
based on the study of the needs of users of statistical data, and defines the purposes,
directions, and scope of the state statistics. The latest multi-annual program
designed for years 2017-2021 was developed by SCS and approved by the President
of the Republic.

The annual Program of the State Statistical Activities is approved by the Cabinet of
Ministers of the Republic of Uzbekistan. Draft programs go through a consultation
process with users in a government portal for discussions before approval.

Annual and multi-annual programs are monitored by the SCS regularly and a report
on the implementation of programs is submitted to Cabinet of Ministers on
quarterly and annual basis.

Classification systems used by the SCS are broadly consistent with international
standards and classifications, in all areas of the work of the SCS and the other
producers of state statistics (e.g. NACE Rev.2, CPA, GFSM, BPM). The use of
international classifications, guidelines, and recommendations on methods is
widespread throughout all areas of statistics discussed.

Currently, the SCS maintains a register of enterprises and organizations (excluding
individual entrepreneurs) using information from registration authorities (the
Ministry of Justice and the Central Bank).
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To collect raw data, the SCS and other agencies use a combination of all common
statistical methods including censuses, regular sample surveys, ad hoc surveys, and
administrative sources. In summary, the statistical methods used by SCS are
generally adequate but could be improved.

User and Provider Relations

Statistical work is carried out in accordance with multi-annual (5-year) program
and annual Programs of State Statistical Activities. The multi-annual program is
based on the study of the needs of users of statistical data, and defines the purposes,
directions and scope of the state statistics. The latest multi-annual program
designed for years 2017-2021 was developed by SCS and approved by the President
of the Republic.

The annual Program of the State Statistical Works is approved by the Cabinet of
Ministers of the Republic of Uzbekistan. Draft programs go through a consultation
process with users in government portal for discussions before approval.

Statistical information produced by the SCS is available through several
dissemination tools, including media channels, the Internet, and paper publications.
Dissemination of data through online databases and making data easily
downloadable in different formats is under development. Aggregated statistical
data on key macroeconomic and sectoral indicators oriented to the general public
are available via the Internet.

The SCS actively uses information systems for electronic data collection,
accounting of legal entities using a unified state register, and management of
databases of socio-economic indicators.

Data Processing Infrastructure

Software are available and used in both central and regional offices.

Data management and security practices seem to be sufficient, with regular data
back-ups to computers and servers in other locations. Internet content management
is currently centralized, with a small team responsible for implementing all updates
to the SCS web site.

Computing hardware (2710 computers within the system of SCS) is considered
sufficient, with around 25%-30% of computers less than three years old.
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Weaknesses

Legal and Organizational Issues

The legal framework is weak, and out-of-date. There are no clear distinctions
between terms “providers,” and “producers.” There remain some inconsistencies
and conflicts with other Acts over ownership, use, and control of statistical data.
Added to this, the term ‘Official Statistics’ needs to be clearly defined if the
authority and legitimacy of the SCS as an authorized state statistics body is to be
fully understood and recognized by stakeholders. The coordination of statistical
activities of producers is not specified in the law since the term “producer of
statistics” is not defined in the law.

The Statistical Council does not function as intended. It has an advisory function
rather than enforcement function; its activity is not directed to enforce the latest
international standards and methods in the system and to coordinate the statistical
activities of data producing agencies.

Resource constraints in terms of limited human resource capacity (both the number
of staff and technical expertise) to collect, compile, process, analyze and
disseminate statistics and statistical information.

Relatively unattractive working conditions for many staff, in comparison to other
data producing agencies and ministries.

Limited quality of capacity development programs.

Statistical Infrastructure

Technical weaknesses within the system. Statistics stakeholders use different
databases and data systems, with a range of types and frequency of statistical
cycles; this does not make it easy for the public to have access to relevant data. The
system does not currently have a coordinated approach to the production and use
of statistical registers. This would enable a system-wide approach to the production,
allocation, accessibility and monitoring of statistical data.

User and Provider Relations

Inconsistencies in key indicators with the data produced by international
organizations that make indicators incomparable with other countries

Lack of dialogue with external users of data
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Lack of visibility of statistical activities and lack of uniform policy of statistical
information and data dissemination.

Though coordination, cooperation and communication are improving between
statistical users, providers and producers, the system, from time to time, is at risk
of producing statistical information that contains discrepancies and/or gaps in
information

Data Processing Infrastructure

Use of not licensed versions of software in central and regional offices causes
computer failures quite often. In addition, there are also difficulties due to different
software versions being used in the central and regional offices. Currently, the use
of open-source software is limited to the web servers only. No free or open-source
software is used for statistical data processing and dissemination.

The biggest challenge in terms of technology in the SCS is the high turnover of IT
staff, with relatively few staff having more than three years of experience. This
makes knowledge transfer very important and underlines the need for a clear
information technology strategy.

Opportunities

Recent policies of government promoting openness and transparency provide an
opportunity to implement international standards in national statistics (subscription
to IMF’s SDDS)

The alignment of the SCS’s indicators and the SDGs can provide an opportunity
for the further development statistical infrastructure, facilitation of the SCS and
statistics providers to effectively and efficiently collaborate on producing and
sharing statistics

Threats

Leadership role of the SCS are not accepted by other data producing agencies that
presents risks to the successful implementation of the strategy. In addition, there is
an unwillingness of stakeholders to cooperate in statistical activities or to recognize
their responsibilities is another major risk

Budget constraint can be major threat in the development of capacity and
infrastructure of the SCS.
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3. Strategic Objectives and Priority Areas for Statistical
Development

The assessment of the national statistical system of Uzbekistan revealed problems and
weaknesses in the system that prevent the production of high-quality reliable statistics in
line with internationally accepted standards. This section describes the strategic objectives
for improving the system for the purposes of measuring progress in toward development
goals and providing essential information about the effectiveness of policies and programs.
Reliable statistics are essential for government and society to improve policies, and
increase transparency, and generate accountability for its activities.

The primary goal of any national statistical system is to efficiently and sustainably compile,
maintain, and disseminate high-quality data about the country’s population and economy.
The core expected outcomes of a well-functioning statistical system include:

e Producing relevant, timely, and credible statistical products that are in line with
internationally recommended standards, classifications, and methods.

e Maximizing user experience by i) disseminating relevant statistical data (and
metadata) in accordance to the published advance release calendar and in a form
that supports widespread use, and ii) regularly gathering and using feedback from
users, making necessary adjustments.

e Continually monitoring the changing data landscape and user needs — as well as
evolving technologies in data collection, processing, and dissemination — to adapt
accordingly while taking necessary safeguards against threats.

To achieve the above outcomes, the National Strategy for Development of Statistics for
Uzbekistan provides guidelines in accordance with the following strategic objectives and
priority areas.

3.1. Strategic objectives

Globally, economic, technical, and social changes in society pose challenges and
possibilities for national statistical systems. Today’s statistical organizations face many
challenges, including rapidly changing technologies, increasing and evolving demands by
the public for timely, relevant, up-to-date statistics, and decreasing budgets. These factors
put pressure on producers of official statistics to review and redesign the current production
methods and organizational structures, employ more skilled staff, improve their IT
infrastructure, and strengthen a working culture that fosters work, communication and
innovation in a service-oriented organization. This allows corporate services such as data
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collection, data management, methods, IT, and project management to deliver their
products and services to the integrated production systems better than the present system
that may be characterized as organizational silos.

To respond to these challenges, producers of official statistics must continually modernize
their production methods to provide new and better products and services. But efforts to
modernize and to continuously improve must be undertaken while preserving the
fundamental principles and core values of official statistics. Producers of official statistics
must continually earn their legitimacy and re-affirm their credibility: (i) by demonstrating
that they serve the public interest; (ii) by demonstrating the value of statistical information
to users, and (iii) by adhering to the elements of quality (accuracy, relevance, timeliness,
accessibility, coherence, and interpretability). These core values are hard won. They
require an efficient production of relevant statistical outputs and services with complete
objectivity, maintaining the confidentiality of those providing private information, and
prioritizing activities within a tight budget environment.

The core of a strategy is formed by the strategic objectives. The strategic objectives
embrace the central thrusts and performance areas which the national statistical system
pursues to achieve its vision and mission statement by 2025:

Strategic Objective 1: Key national indicators that are relevant for policy and
decision-making are properly covered. The national statistical system will produce
reliable and relevant statistics that will be used for policy and decision making, for
measuring progress in reaching national development goals. All indicators will be in line
with internationally accepted standards, classifications and code of practice.

Strategic Objective 2: A strong quality management, monitoring, and evaluation
framework. is in place to ensure that the key quality dimensions of statistical outputs and
processes are in line with national and international quality assessment frameworks. The
national quality management systems are based on recognized models for quality
frameworks, including the UN National Quality Assurance Framework (UN NQAF), IMF
Data Quality Assessment Framework (DQAF), the European Foundation for Quality
Management, European Code of Practice, the European Statistical System Quality
Assurance Framework, Total Quality Management and ISO EN 9001, etc. The quality
assurance framework of data producers will cover timeliness and punctuality (statistics are
released in a timely and punctual manner); relevance (statistics meet the needs of users);
accuracy (statistics accurately and reliably portray reality); credibility (confidence is
placed by users in statistical products); coherence and comparability (statistics are
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consistent internally, over time and in space and it is possible to combine and make joint
use of related data from different sources); and interpretability and accessibility.

Strategic Objective 3: A sturdy, comprehensive, and coherent legal framework and
coordination mechanism for statistics are in place to maintain integrity and
independence: A strong legal framework for statistics is needed for well-functioning and
effective national statistical system. Strengthening the status of the SCS as the authorized
body of state statistics, providing legal basis for the establishment of well-functioning
National Statistical Council, providing mechanisms for regular data user-producer
interaction, clear definition of official statistics producers, their rights, responsibilities and
obligations are essential for ensuring independence of the SCS, maintaining integrity of
data collected, proper coordination of statistical work of data producing agencies and
producing relevant, high quality data on a timely manner in line with internationally
accepted standards. The SCS with the support of National Statistical Council will continue
promote standardization in the collection, analysis and publication of statistics to ensure
uniformity in quality, adequacy of coverage and reliability of statistical information across
the entire statistical system.

Strategic Objective 4: The national statistical system will have a clear data
dissemination policy and practice. Data producers will ensure user-friendly data access
and dissemination so that most statistics are presented in a clear and understandable form,
released in a suitable and convenient manner, including in machine-readable form (open
data), can be found easily, and are available and accessible on an impartial basis with
supporting metadata and guidance.

Strategic Objective 5: The SCS will continue satisfying demand for statistical
information and will maintain required capacity through expanding range of statistics
available responding to economic and social changes, providing relevant statistics of good
quality matching user’s needs in timely manner.: Data producing agencies will have
adequate human, technological and financial resources and capacity to ensure the
production and dissemination of relevant and reliable data on a timely manner and to
achieve effective tracking of progress in reaching development goals.

Strategic Objective 6: The SCS will contributed to an informed society through
statistical advocacy, creating statistical awareness, expanding the uses and demand
for statistics, and promoting investment in statistical production: The SCS will be
involved in creating knowledge-based information society through increasing statistical
awareness and data literacy in society. The specific actions will include mounting statistical
awareness programs, facilitating information sharing at all levels, creating awareness about
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the importance of statistics in government decision-making by presenting examples how
policymakers can use available data, promoting coordinated investment in the development
of statistical capacity.

3.2. Priority areas

The NSDS covers the entire national statistical system of Uzbekistan and is intended to achieve
all the strategic objectives. While all are important, in the present context some require more
effort and more urgent attention. The following activities are the priority areas of the NSDS:
Priority area 1: Harmonizing existing national classifications, methods, and
standards with international standards, and improving data production processes in
line with best practices: The use of systematically standard classifications throughout the
statistical system is vital for interpretation and integration of data. Newly developed
standards should be consistent with internationally accepted standards.

Priority area 2: Expanding the range and disaggregation of available statistics : Given
the importance of monitoring and assessing the progress of national development goals and
improving the international position of Uzbekistan in global rankings, the implementation of
NSDS will focus on reviewing and improving key national indicators. Targeted and effective
policy making also requires statistics that are disaggregated to the relevant units of analysis
(including macroeconomic, sectoral, regional, gender, income, size, etc.). The SCS will work
with other data producing agencies to streamline the production and dissemination of national
indicators in line with internationally accepted standards. The NSDS implementation will

focus on the following data gaps to undertake a realistic workload:

Population and agriculture censuses Education statistics

National accounts Health statistics

Price statistics Labor statistics

Household expenditure/consumption statistics ~ Science and innovation statistics
Local administrative statistics Tourism statistics

External trade statistics ICT statistics

Energy and environmental statistics Agriculture statistics

Business, enterprises, and firm statistics Informal sector statistics
Government finance statistics Sustainable development goals indicators
External sector statistics Housing statistics

Social and poverty statistics Justice and crime statistics

Culture statistics Investment and construction statistics
Demographic statistics Transportation statistics
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Priority area 3: Improving user-producer dialogue and moving data dissemination to

the most user-friendly formats to reach all categories of users

The national statistical system should ensure to maximize user experience by disseminating
relevant statistical data (along with metadata) in accordance with the published advance
release calendar in a form that supports widespread use while regularly gathering feedback
from users. Data producing agencies must continually monitor the changing data landscape
and user needs as well as evolving technologies in data collection, processing and
dissemination to adapt accordingly and utilize available opportunities while taking

necessary safeguards against threats.

As a “public good” statistics should be readily accessible to the public Data dissemination
must be efficient and data products must reach all categories of users through reader-
friendly reports and file formats. The NSDS focuses on ensuring maximum transparency
and openness of statistical information for a wide range of domestic and foreign users,
expanding cooperation with international statistical organizations, including publication of
materials and indicators of the socio-economic development of the country in international
statistical compilations, the introduction into statistical publications of advanced methods
for visualizing indicators and compulsory accompaniment of disseminated statistical data
with analytical and reference materials, publication of reports, press releases and articles

in the media.

Priority area 4: Improving human resources, analytical capacity, and financial
security of data producing agencies: A well-designed, independent, and functioning
organizational structure with qualified staff is the foundation of a national statistical
system. The NSS needs high capacity, well-qualified staff with the requisite knowledge
and skills to produce quality statistics in an effective and efficient manner. The current
organizational structure of the national statistical system will be optimized in accordance
with internationally accepted quality assurance frameworks and human resource capacity
of data producing agencies will be enhanced through providing a wide range of trainings
and professional development activities to meet the statistical needs of the country.

Decisions on human resources and statistical activities will be consolidated within the SCS.
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Priority area 5: Improving physical and statistical infrastructure for producing and
disseminating statistics, including integrating of information technologies: Data
producing agencies will upgrade systems to modern statistical infrastructure and allocate
sufficient financial resources to produce high-quality and relevant data in a timely manner.
The action plan for implementing the NSDS focuses on widespread introduction of modern
information and communication technologies for the collection, processing, transmission,
and dissemination of statistical data. Where feasible, the plan will deepen the level of
automation of the processes of working with statistical data, and create a unified network

for statistical data in the national system.

Priority area 6: Strengthening independence and coordinating role of the SCS in line
with international standards and best practices: Coordination of statistical activities
within the NSS is vitally important to avoid duplication of efforts and dissemination
resolving apparent discrepancies in data sources. The reporting arrangements and
organizational structure of the SCS will change to ensure leadership remains independent
and impartial, while maintaining accountability. The coordination of statistical activities
among statistical producers to improve system-wide standardization of concepts and
classifications. A comprehensive statistical law in line with international norms is
necessary to strengthen the independence and coordinating role the SCS and to provide

basis for coordination of statistical work of data producing agencies.
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4. Proposed Activities

4.1. Improve Legal and Organizational Infrastructure

Since a clear legal framework and efficient organizational structure are vital for the SCS
and other statistical units in the system to carry out their responsibilities efficiently and
effectively, the statistical legislation will be revised, and the organizational infrastructure
of the national statistical system will be modernized. A quality management program will
be introduced, and a quality culture will be formed in the system. Coordination of the
national statistical system will be enhanced, and outputs will be shared and disseminated
more effectively.

Improve Statistical Legislation

A clear legal and institutional framework for official statistics is necessary for the SCS and
other statistical units in the system to carry out their responsibilities. It could provide i)
details as to the organization of the NSS, the legal status and role of the SCS, as well as the
legal status, functions, relationship, rights and responsibilities of other institutions within
the NSS; ii) a clear mandate for institutions of the NSS to collect data for statistical
purposes.

The new edition of Law on State Statistics will be prepared to fill the gaps in the existing
law. In particular, the new edition of Law is aimed at:

e clearly defining official statistics producers, their rights, responsibilities and
obligations;

e improving transparency in official statistics through consolidation of all recent
legislation into a single new law;

e strengthening the status of the SCS as the authorized, independent body to
produce and coordinate statistical work in the country. Given the constitutional
and legal basis of the Republic of Uzbekistan as well as the distribution of powers
between the branches of government and their hierarchy, the SCS should be
accountable only to the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan in order to ensure
the professional independence of statistics bodies with the necessary rights and
authority to conduct a unified and independent policy in the field of statistics.

e increasing the authority of the Chairman of the SCS in the appointment of staff in
regional offices. The Chairman of the SCS should have authority to appoint and
dismiss the heads and staff of territorial (regional, city and district) units;

76



Uzbekistan National Strategy for Development of Statistics 2020-2025

e developing of the regulations and bylaws in order to improve inter-agency
cooperation on statistical activities.

e revising and improving the current agreements between statistical agencies in
accordance with the new regulation in order to ensure efficient interaction and
information exchange.

e establishing independent statistical units in data producing agencies.

e updating administrative data sharing rules and other documents on data usage for
statistical purposes in accordance with new regulations and for better access to
administrative data.

e incorporating latest developments in statistical organizations and management;

e setting-up mechanisms for regular data user-producer interaction that is essential
for enhancing the relevance of statistics;

e developing methods of establishing, maintaining, and using administrative
database.

e including special provisions for censuses, including obligations for citizens to
participate and respond to the questionnaires of the census;

e defining data dissemination and quality assurance policies in statistics, including
commitments to comprehensive dissemination of data for research and civic
purposes, including anonymized survey data.

e defining privacy standards for participants in official data collection activities

The new edition of Law on State Statistics will be consistent with the UN Fundamental
Principles of Official Statistics and will be in line with the standards of the Generic Law
on Official Statistics.

Improve Coordination between State Statistics Authorities

According to the Law, the SCS’s coordination role is supported by the Statistical Council.
The council has not been functioning properly and the issue of coordination of statistics
system among data producers has intensified in recent years. Strengthening the role of the
Council to coordinate the activities of data producing agencies (e.g., unification of
classifications and standards, access to databases, single dissemination policy, the
harmonization of methodology, statistical outputs and publishing metadata reconciling
possible deviations in the main macroeconomic indicators produced by different statistical
agencies, the implementation of international standards and efforts to minimize
duplications in data collection, statistical audit, unification of metadata and others) will be
included in the new edition of Law. The Statistical Council as an inter-agency body should
be sufficiently powerful and representative to oblige all agencies to respect agreements.
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The council must also be technically competent in its activities. Improving the coordination
between data producing agencies will include the following actions:

e Strengthen the power and responsibilities of the Statistical Council and include all
key data producers and key data users as members of the Council.

e Create sub-committees and technical working groups with a mandate on their
respective subject area of national interest to harmonize standards, classifications
and statistical outputs.

e Organize the activities of the Statistical Council and working groups.

e Preparing statistical auditing guidelines and put in place mechanisms for periodic
statistical audit of methods of data producing agencies to unify standards and
classifications in line with internationally accepted standards.

e Introduce or revise current agreements and Memorandum of Understanding
between data producing agencies with respect to harmonization of their statistics,
data exchange, and in accordance with the new legislation where necessary.

Improve Organizational Structure of the National Statistical System

The existence of well-designed, efficient functioning and sufficiently resourced statistical
office is the basis for a strong statistical system in the country. During the last five years
several reforms took place directed to create the efficient organizational and staffing
structure of SCS. The SCS will introduce Generic Statistical Business Process Model
framework in the organizational structure in the initial period covered under the NSDS.
GSBPM provides a standard framework and harmonized terminology to help organizations
in the national statistical system to modernize their statistical production processes, as well
as to share methods and components. The GSBPM will also be used to integrate data and
metadata standards, as a template for process documentation, for harmonizing statistical
computing infrastructures, and to provide a framework for process quality assessment and
improvement. However, proposed actions on strengthening the coordination role the SCS,
expanding its statistical activities and the introduction of GSBPM framework in the SCS
may require a more efficient and effective organizational structure.

In addition, most of data producing agencies with the lack of separate statistical units and
insufficient human resources will require restructuring to produce high-quality and reliable
data in a timely manner. The NSDS will include the following activities to improve
organizational structure of the national statistical system:

e Restructure the organizational and physical infrastructure of the national statistical
system with relevant mandates.
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e Optimize organizational structure of the SCS, including responsibilities and job
descriptions.

e Determine required number and qualification of employees in the system, evaluate
the current staff against the requirements and perform gap analysis.

Develop National Quality Assurance Framework for the National Statistical System

The quality management, monitoring and evaluation framework is one of the crucial
elements of the statistical infrastructure of the national statistical systems that ensures the
key quality dimensions of statistical outputs and processes are in line with national and
international quality assessment frameworks. Such frameworks should cover timeliness
and punctuality (statistics are released in a timely and punctual manner); relevance
(statistics meet the needs of users); accuracy (statistics accurately and reliably portray
reality); credibility (confidence is placed by users in statistical products); coherence and
comparability (statistics are consistent internally, over time and in space and it is possible
to combine and make joint use of related data from different sources); and interpretability
and accessibility.

A quality policy ensures that the producers of official statistics systematically assess the
quality of official statistics. Quality policy is publicly available through guidelines,
framework, reports, etc. and staff members receive appropriate training for their
application.

However, there is no single comprehensive quality management policy and procedure for
documenting the quality monitoring of the all stages in the statistical production process in
Uzbekistan. There are separate quality policies on data collection and analysis, but policies
on planning and dissemination have not been developed yet. Moreover, these policies are
not linked to each other and do not follow the single framework on quality management.

The following activities are recommended for a well-functioning quality management
system:

e Introduce quality assurance framework in line with the United Nations National
Quality Assurance Frameworks Manual for Official Statistics (UN NQAF
Manual) and 1SO 9001-2008 quality tools.

e Increase awareness of staff in quality management and train them in quality
principles and procedures.
e Develop quality tools and implement quality policy.
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e Improve the quality model — comprising quality concepts and definitions,
including the so-called output quality characteristics, relevance, accuracy,
timeliness, accessibility, interpretability, and coherence.

e Improve the quality policy - providing leadership, a framework for definition of
quality objectives, a commitment to satisfying user needs, continual improvement,
and reengineering where major changes to existing processes are required.

e Develop a quality manual — documenting concepts, policies, procedures and
responsibilities.

e Develop quality tools - quality and performance indicators and measurement
systems, quality control systems, self-administered quality checklists, and a
program of quality reviews.

e Train staff in quality awareness, principles and procedures, new standards,
principles and methods of quality improvement.

e Implement the quality policy — including continual quality improvement and a
quality evaluation program.

Improve Human Resource of the Statistical System

The national statistical system should have high-caliber, well-qualified, and trained staff
to carry out the new and challenging responsibilities. Improvement of staff skills is vital,
particularly in the context of rapid changes in both methods and technology.

A well-defined human resources framework could help upgrade personnel selection and
training and improve job specifications for career development of managers and regular
statistical staff of the system. It also helps retention of well-motivated and qualified staff
in the national statistical system that will contribute to the objective of providing timely,
reliable and quality data by increasing productivity through improved human resource
management.

The human resources capacity of SCS and other data producing agencies is not adequate
to meet the current and future statistical needs. The national statistical system needs
adequately trained and qualified staff to improve the efficiency and effectiveness.
Recruitment and staffing inadequacies can only be effectively addressed through improved
policies and practices. The action plan will include the following activities:

e Develop an adequate human resource management system
e Develop a human resource strategy
e Develop a comprehensive training policy in the national statistical system.
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Establish job profiles by function and corresponding salary scales and standard
career paths for each profile

Design and introduce a staff rotation program

Review and revise recruitment policies and procedures

Set up a system of internal promotion and merit-based remuneration

Develop a succession plan for executives and supervisors.

Improve Training Strategy for the Statistical System

Improving and maintaining staff skills is vital in the national statistical system, particularly
in the context of the current reform process of the system. It is impossible to carry out
activities in the NSDS without high-caliber, well-qualified and trained human capital.

The Training and Statistical Research Institute (TSRI) will coordinate the professional
development activities in the system and will offer online open courses in collaboration
with international partners and foreign statistical offices. The project will include the
following activities:

Develop training strategy and professional development policy including
classification of training by type, level of position and needed set of courses.
Develop an annual program to implement the training strategy.

Introduce an annual training review procedure for the staff.

Improve physical, ICT and statistical infrastructure of the TSRI.

Introduce free, open, and online distance learning courses in the training and
professional development of staff by the TSRI.

Conduct human resources and financial management seminars

Enhance the analytical and research capacity of the staff of the TSRI.

Support the statistical advocacy, scientific and research activities of the TSRI.
Develop a plan for cooperation with other higher education institutions in
Uzbekistan and abroad.

Develop and implement curricula and study programs reflecting international
standards and best practices in the fields of statistics and economics for higher and
secondary specialized educational institutions, and retraining centers.

Organize Graduate Programs training specialists on economic and public policy
analysis that are capable of producing evidence-based policy recommendations
based on the analysis of statistical data with advanced statistical and quantitative
methods

Monitor the implementation of training.
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4.2. Improve Statistical Infrastructure

Improving statistical infrastructure is essential to produce high quality and relevant data.
This component of the action plan will improve: registers, standards, classifications,
frameworks and information architecture, metadata repositories.

A new statistical register will be created by updating and enriching the register of business
establishments with profiling information. It will be used primarily for statistical purposes.
Classification and standards will be revised and modified to align with international
practice. Questionnaire design and sampling skills will be improved. Data management
capacity for time series analysis and seasonal adjustment methods will be introduced. The
analytical and processing capacity of the data producing agencies will be improved that
contribute to decision-making process and evidence-based policymaking.

Improve Classifications and Other Standards

National classifications, methods, and standards in line with internationally accepted and
recommended standards is a key for data integration, data exchange and preparation of
relevant statistical indicators. The SCS and other data producing agencies will adhere to
international norms and standards, employ sound methods and commit to professional
standards used in the production of official statistics (Box 1). They will follow scientific
principles and professional ethics with regards to methods and procedures used for the
collection, processing, storage and dissemination of statistical data.

The Statistical Council will establish procedures ensuring that standard concepts,
definitions, and classifications are consistently applied throughout the national statistical
system. Subject matter advisory committees under the Statistical Council will advise on
relevant statistical matters. Clear and transparent procedures to revise and update standards
and methods regularly will be established.

The following activities will be included in the project:

e Strengthen the role of the Statistical Council under the SCS in the harmonization
and unification of standards, classifications and methods employed by agencies in
the statistical system in line with internationally accepted and recommended
standards.

e Establish statistical audit unit at the SCS in charge of revision of standards used by
statistical agencies, monitoring of Directives of the Statistical Council and
Memorandum of Understandings between the SCS and other data producing
agencies.
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Revise classifications in accordance with international standards and implement
revised version in statistical activities of the SCS and other agencies.

Draft a Code of Ethics and Code of Good Statistical Practices, including privacy
protection and discuss with key data producers.

Create multi-lingual data glossary and dictionaries and make them available to the
public.

Train specialists of data producing agencies regularly.

Box 1. Recommended international standards:

e Financial Accounts statistics follow the MFSM 2016 - Monetary and Financial Statistics
Manual and Compilation Guide 2016

e  Financial Soundness Indicators follow 2019 FSI Guide — Financial Soundness Indicators
Compilation Guide 2019.

e National Accounts are compiled in accordance with SNA 2008 - System of National
Accounts 2008 concepts, definitions, and accounting rules.

e  Government finance statistics follow the GFSM 2014 - Government Finance Statistics
Manual 2014

e  Environmental Statistics and Indicators follow the System of Environmental Economic
Accounting (SEEA).

e Labor statistics are compiled according to the International Standard Classification of
Occupations 2008 (ISCO-08); the International Classification of Status in Employment
(ICSE-93); Resolutions and guidelines adopted by International Conference of Labor
Statisticians (ICLS).

e Demographic and social statistics and indicators:

- population related statistics follows the Principles and Recommendations for Population
and Housing Censuses, Revision 3 (2015) and Principles and Recommendations for a Vital
Statistics System (2014).

- education statistics are compiled in line with the International Standard Classification of
Education (ISCED 2011) and ISCED Fields of Education and Training 2013 (ISCED-F 2013):
Manual to Accompany the International Standard Classification of Education 2011

- health statistics are compiled in line with the Global Reference List of 100 Core Health
Indicators (2015)

e Trade (external and internal) statistics are compiled in line with the International
Merchandise Trade Statistics Concepts and Definitions (2010); (Trade Statistics Manual
2010) - Manual on Statistics of International Trade in Services, 2010, or International
Merchandise Trade Statistics: Compilers Manual (New York: United Nations, 2012).

e Balance of Payments (BOP) follows the (BPM6) - Balance of Payments and International
Investment Position Manual, sixth edition (2010).

e  Price Indices follows (CPI Manual 2004) - Consumer Price Index Manual: Theory and
Practice 2004, or (PPl Manual 2004) - Producer Price Index Manual: Theory and Practice
2004

e  Crime statistics are compiled in line with International Classification of Crime for Statistical
Purposes (ICCS)
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Establish Statistical Registers

The establishment of business register in line with international standards will equip the
SCS with an excellent tool to create business survey sampling frames, to collect economic
data by different characteristics of firms and to track changes in many economic statistics.

The SCS will create a good business register through enriching and enlarging its database
of enterprises with the information for profiling purposes. The updating procedures will be
introduced to capture and incorporate ongoing changes in the numbers and structure of the
economic units in the database and the staff of the SCS will be trained appropriately.

Similarly, there is a need to establish population, housing and agriculture statistical
registers.

The following activities are recommended:

e Review existing administrative registers and design business, population, farm and
housing register for statistical purposes

e Develop register maintenance and updating procedures for each statistical register
and prepare the system specifications

e Test the statistical register procedures and system

e Modify survey programs to use statistical registers as a sampling frame

e Provide trainings to the SCS staff

Improve questionnaire design procedures

The questionnaire design has significant impact on the response rate achieved in the survey,
the quality of responses obtained and consequently the conclusions drawn from the survey
results.

The questionnaire design standards of the SCS needs updating. Centralized design of
questionnaires and their monitoring is very important for integration. The common
problems include low rate of response, high respondent burden and data collection costs,
inadequate indication of the purposes for which data are being collected, the confidentiality
provisions and poor instructions for respondents. In addition, the intention of the SCS to
use mobile data collection methods will require improving design standards.

There are evidences of conducting surveys for a specific topic in different periods of time
in the national statistical system and in most cases the results of these surveys are not
consistent due to the use of different questionnaires. To avoid such problems a
questionnaire repository with modules of all relevant sectors will be prepared and the SCS
should work in collaboration with all relevant agencies to develop such repository.
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In designing the questionnaire, careful consideration should be given to a number of factors
including the types of questions to be asked, the questionnaire wording, the structure and
design of the questionnaire and testing the questionnaire to ensure that quality data is
collected. The project will support the following activities:

e Develop questionnaire design guidelines and framework for different formats
including paper questionnaire, electronic questionnaire, face to face interviews and
computer assisted telephone interviews

e Develop a program for review and revision of all existing questionnaires and create
questionnaire repository.

e Develop and implement procedures for review for all new or recently redesigned
questionnaires for conformance to the standards prior to their use;

e Provide training in the use of questionnaire design standards in surveys

Improve sampling methods

The SCS understands that sampling frameworks and methods are important to ensure
robustness in its design and to provide a reliable representation of the whole population.
The lack of single comprehensive sampling standards and lack of proper training on the
sampling in the national statistical system make difficult to implement procedures for the
improvement of evaluation of quality of sampling frames.

Although the SCS and other agencies in the statistical system have relatively few surveys,
it is getting common to develop and use sample surveys due to the reduced costs and
increased potential for editing missing values. The aim of this subcomponent is to improve
sampling methods through the following activities:

e Review the opportunities for sampling
e Train the staff in sampling methods
e Review the current suite of surveys to determine which can conducted on sample
basis without loss of generality
e Improve the sampling of household and business surveys taking into planned
improvements and development in the statistical registers.
Introduce Time series analysis, Seasonal Adjustment methods and Data Revision
policies
Presenting statistical data in time series format is internationally accepted tradition and
provides useful insights in terms of forecasting, observing actual movements in the data
due to cyclical, seasonal and irregular events, and other types of analysis.
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There are certain prerequisites to produce robust time series data: consistency in methods
over the time period, seasonal adjustments of high frequency data, use of adequate deflation
techniques. The SCS and other data producing agencies will expand the scope of work on
forming time series data of all basic statistical indicators through applying proper seasonal
adjustment methods where necessary.

The following activities will be included to enhance the capacity of data producing
agencies in the production of time series data:

e Create time series of discrete indicators as long as possible

e Change questionnaires to collect discrete rather than cumulative data

e Implement seasonal adjustment technique (such as X-12 ARIMA) for sub-annual
discrete data in all key indicators

e Improve the current deflation indexes and techniques

e Introduce data revision policy and make it publicly available

e Develop programs for advocacy of time series data and its interpretation.

Enhance research, analysis and monitoring

The scope and amount of research and analytical work of the main data producers
in the statistical system is significantly narrow and little. Although the analysis is not their
core function, it will make their data more informative, valuable and relevant for users. The
correlations, graphs and charts, trend estimates provide better visibility and more insights
of statistical data. It will also ensure effective monitoring of national development goals.

Moreover, delivery of data with analytics will provide basis for evidence-based
decision-making and increase the demand for data in the society. The capacity of agencies
in the national statistical system in research and analysis will be enhanced and necessary
training on modeling and forecasting will be provided.

The other important area of support is enhancement of monitoring capacity of
agencies in the statistical system. The agencies will set up the key indicators for monitoring
the progress of national development goals and international ranking the country.

The following activities are recommended:
e Develop analytical capacity of the main data producing agencies
e Develop analytical methods and reports
e Establish standardized analytical tools and develop reporting templates of the

analysis
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e Develop capacity of agencies in the statistical system in forecasting, modeling and
simulations.

4.3. Improve User and Provider Relations

The data users are an integral part of the statistical system, which is crucial to improvement
of collection, processing and dissemination of quality data. Hence, it is important to take
account of users’ perspectives in the production of statistical outputs. There is no well-
established tradition in Uzbekistan in determining user requirements for statistics,
especially the requirements of non-government users.

The objective is to improve communications with users and providers. More specifically,
user consultation will be enhanced through the establishment of topic specific advisory
groups. Dissemination practices will be enhanced, with more regular press releases and
media conferences; in particular, the regulations for provision of statistical information will
be formulated, and web-portal will be refined in order to increase feedback from users.
Provider policies and procedures will be defined and publicized, respondent burden will be
measured, and target reductions defined and met.

Improvement of the User Relations Policy

The aim of this sub-component is to increase the users’ trust in statistical information by
developing good relations with users and improving public awareness on available
statistical information.

The SCS will begin with segmentation and analysis of users according to their functions
and data requirements, for example segmentation into government, industry, academia,
media, international organizations, and the community at large. It will establish the
demand for statistics working with users. It will inform users and potential users about the
statistical programs and the data available. User surveys of needs and levels of satisfaction
will be conducted. Media conferences will be held more frequently. In summary, the sub-
component should ideally include the following activities.

e Improving user relations policy and further work with users in terms of informing
the public about available statistical data

e Establishing media center in the SCS to produce video materials aimed at raising
statistical awareness of population

e Conduct a general user requirements analysis and provide feedback to the relevant
subject matter areas for improvements

87



Uzbekistan National Strategy for Development of Statistics 2020-2025

Develop data presentation standards for various groups of users

Improve the user satisfaction survey and conduct it regularly to get an impression
of changes in user opinions

Develop interface for access to main statistical data;
Develop an electronic subscription list;

Develop a data literacy program for the entire NSS and provide training for users
and key stakeholders

Training of users to facilitate better understanding of statistics.

It is expected that implementation of this component will result in a well-established user
producer dialogue that will help improving efficiency and effectiveness of the national
statistical system.

Improvement of the Dissemination Policy

Currently, users are not aware of the wealth of data available. Dissemination policies are

not presently well articulated or procedures well organized. This is partly due to the result
of the poor organization of dissemination. This sub-component aims at facilitating a more
coherent and comprehensive approach to data dissemination.

In summary, the sub-component should include the following activities.

Prepare and implement a dissemination strategy including advance release
calendar.

Improve the data dissemination function

Build data dissemination solutions for data producing agencies for disseminating
statistical indicators in a common format for easy integration with other data
production systems.

Link data dissemination solutions to Open Data Portal

Implement the international standards for data dissemination.

Increase publication of time series.

Monitor data access and make necessary improvements where needed.

Regularly maintain and update the web portal
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Improvement of Provider policies

For enterprises, the costs incurred in responding to surveys are every bit as real as the costs
to the SCS of collecting data. While households might not calculate the costs, a high
response burden due to long and complicated questionnaires will negatively affect response
rates. Thus, the SCS will develop and implement a respondent policy that minimizes
respondent burden through efficient sample design, clarity of questionnaires, more
flexibility regarding the timing of interviews or due dates for receipt of completed
questionnaires, and choices in how respondents may supply information. More
specifically, the policy should:

e require an initial contact in which the purpose of the survey and the reporting
arrangements are explained.

e present enterprise respondents with a variety of response options, for example mail
back, fax, telephone, electronic reporting, from which they can choose the
whichever suits them best.

e present household respondents with a choice of types and times of interview.

e require better designed questionnaires with easy to read instructions and a nice
layout and no questions that do not result in published statistics;

e require a reduction in the numbers of questionnaires, especially by sampling in
place of full coverage surveys.

SCS will set and monitor respondent burden targets, borrowing concepts and procedures
from advanced NSOs. SCS will prepare and distribute a pamphlet informing users of their
rights and responsibilities. Whilst this does not in itself reduce burden it helps users to
understand it. In summary, the sub-component should include the following activities.

e Define and implement a respondent policy.

e Define, build and implement respondent burden measurement system for surveys.
e Set and monitor respondent burden reduction targets.

e Define and disseminate respondent rights and responsibilities.

e Develop methods for conducting call-center based surveys and run a pilot.
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4.4. Improvement of Data Processing and Physical Infrastructure

Information and communication technologies are one of the most critical requirements of
a well-functioning statistical system. Given the speed of advancements in ICT, statistical
offices need to be up-to-date to reap the benefits of these technologies in the data collection
and dissemination cycle.

The objective of this component is to establish an integrated data processing system
covering the complete data collection (survey/administrative) cycle. This process entails
development of an integrated suite of software for designing questionnaires, creating
survey frames, selecting samples, capturing data by digital devices, editing, imputing,
aggregating and disseminating data, all driven from common metadata repository. The
information systems of the SCS should be integrated with the databases of other data
collecting agencies. Use of CAPI, CATI, CAWI, and other data collection devices should
be introduced in the system. On-line reporting system should be developed and a call-
center that can accept reports by phone may be created. Establishing such an integrated
data processing system is quite timely, but at the same time it is expensive, requiring
significant financial, technical and human resources.

This component also aims to assist SCS in bringing the statistical infrastructure in the
territorial offices up to modern standards. More specifically, the intra and inter office
network facilities will be enhanced, and outdated servers and desktop equipment will be
replaced. No civil works will be conducted within the project.

Developing an integrated data creation, storage, and processing system

The SCS will establish a comprehensive information system to integrate (and when
necessary, replace) existing disparate applications and databases. Currently, mutually
independent, individual solutions are developed and managed for each data collection
activity. The results are not systematically stored and processed, do not have links with
results of other surveys during data processing phase. It is extremely difficult, if not
impossible, to integrate the resulting databases for more sophisticated analyses.

In summary, to develop a well-functioning integrated data processing system, the following
activities will be conducted.

e Prepare adetailed ICT plan for the national statistical system that includes technical
specifications of software and hardware as well as budget and installation schedule
e The ICT plan will cover:
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o Updating data warehousing and servers, improving data repository (both
hardware and software)

o Developing and installing redundant back-up systems

o Improving metadata and data classification standards

o Improving analytical processing, both in terms of hardware and software
solutions

o Introducing new data collection and entry applications

o Introducing/expanding computer assisted personal interviewing (CAPI)
capabilities, introducing hardware for CAPI applications

o Introducing of computer assisted telephone interviewing (CATI) facilities

o Training of staff on the use of computer assisted telephone interviewing (CATI)
and computer assisted personal interviewing (CAPI) facilities
Enabling an SCS web portal for data collection and data dissemination

o Improving the integration of registers of persons and of dwellings by ensuring
data consistency and simultaneous information update

o Developing data security and protection systems

o VoIP system to connect central office with regional offices for video
conferencing and training purposes

Upgrade hardware and software at the SCS and other data collecting agencies

There is an urgent need to upgrade over 60 % of workstations and almost all of servers
used at the central office of SCS and regional offices. Current data processing and database
management software is either outdated or cannot perform complex tasks. Once the ICT
plan is completed, the actual need for hardware, software, and peripherals will be defined.
This sub-component will involve the following activities.

e Develop an IT upgrade policy and program

e Purchase, installation and maintenance of hardware and software as already
identified

e Purchase, installation and maintenance of additional hardware and software based
on the requirements to be identified by the ICT plan.

Improve and upgrade the regional and district office infrastructure

To provide a safe and healthy work environment that will keep the motivation and
productivity of staff high, the regional and district office building will be repaired and
improved. Outdated and dysfunctional furniture will be replaced along with other
necessary equipment. This will improve the efficiency of operations but also increase the
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staff morale. Furthermore, it will help retaining experienced staff and recruitment of new
staff. This sub-component will include the following activities.

o Assess the current state of regional district offices including the costs of
bringing these offices to an acceptable level.

o Prioritize the improvements based on the improvement plan.

. Acquire funding for the plan

o Undertake the accommodation improvements.

4.5. Improve Individual Subject Matter Programs and Methodologies

This component will improve the individual subject matter programs and administrative
data collections through further integration of international standards and best practices.
Improvements for each subject matter program in terms of content, coverage, coherence,
accuracy, timeliness, accessibility, interpretability will be formulated. The proposals will
be reviewed, prioritized, and implemented either in the form of a re-engineering ongoing
activity, or allocating additional resources.

Improve the capacity of the statistical system to conduct Censuses

The population and agriculture censuses are planned for 2022-2024 and the Government
understands that the census is fundamental to provide the facts essential to national
policymaking, planning and administration. Censuses are one of the primary sources of
data needed for formulating, implementing, and monitoring policies and programs aimed
at inclusive socioeconomic development and environmental sustainability. A census also
serves as the logical starting point to organize and construct statistical products to serve
continuing national and local needs for data in the intercensal period. Censuses constitute
the principal source of records for construction of a sampling frame for surveys during the
intercensal years on many topics, such as the labor force, fertility and migration histories.
Following these improvements, the national statistical system will be able to conduct
population, agriculture and business censuses at least every ten years, and would release
the results on a timely manner.

The following activities will be conducted under this sub-component:

e Design organizational, financial, logistical, legal, and conventions on methods
basis for population and agriculture fieldwork

e Establish a separate department responsible for Censuses

e Prepare an implementation plan (stages, timeline, estimated budget) for all census
activities (including IT requirements for hardware and software)
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Develop and test census questionnaire

Build necessary infrastructure to conduct censuses and adopt new technologies to
improve the completeness, timeliness, and quality of census results

Prepare and implement a promotion campaign for censuses

Develop a training strategy and policy to enhance the capacity and skills of the
relevant staff involved in the census.

Provide necessary training for supervisors and interviewers

Improve National Accounts

The SCS will focus future efforts on constructing a statistical business register that
comprises the main types of statistical units needed for the surveys. This will enable the
SCS to achieve integration of economic statistics and in implementing the SNA 2008
efficiently. The SCS will develop techniques for macroeconomic balancing, such as input-
output tables, supply and use tables, and commodity flow to improve internal consistency
of statistical indicators.

The following measures should be considered to improve National Accounts statistics:

Developing skills, improving staff capacity, and qualification in the area of national
accounts statistics and promoting an attractive working environment

Introducing developments in methods in the areas of size, structure and dynamics
of GDP, enhancing capacity in the compilation of financial accounts, changes in
assets and liabilities accounts, the revaluation account, the balance of liabilities and
assets

Improving existing administrative registers for statistical purposes

further implementing international classifications and standards in national
accounts, including SNA 2008.

Using the supply and use tables framework to derive more appropriate estimates
for the informal sector.

Improving the practices of compilation of the supply and use tables at constant
prices and with/without imports.

Complementing IT infrastructure with free software developed specifically for
National Accounts purposes in order to decrease reliance on commercial software
Enhancing capacity in the estimation of non-observed economy, housing services
and the consumption of fixed capital in line with international best practices
Introducing seasonal adjustment and moving from GDP constant price approach to
GDP average price approach in order to improve the quality of quarterly accounts
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improving the calculation of GDP components and other indicators of economic
statistics at constant prices, including the introduction of a double deflation
approach in compiling constant prices series

achieving consistency between National Accounts, Government Finance Statistics
and Balance of Payments

improving quarterly national accounts, implementing discrete approach in
compilation of quarterly economic statistics

ensuring full coverage of the GDP

preparation for participation in a regular global round of the International
Comparison Program and improvement of the GDP calculations by the expenditure
approach in accordance with the ICP requirements

carrying out the coordinated review of the timing of quarterly (monthly) statistical
reporting at all levels of sectoral statistics and, accordingly, the timing of the
formation of GDP and other macro indicators, in accordance with international best
practices and the recommendations of experts of international organizations (IMF,
ADB, CIS Statistical Committee) to improve the current practice and the quality of
calculating national accounts and individual macro indicators.

Improve Price Statistics

The price statistics are produced by the SCS based on the methods and standards developed
by the SCS.

The following measures will be undertaken improve price statistics:

further implementing international standards in the calculation of the CPI,
including critical review of basket of goods and weights assigned to consumer
goods in the basket

Increasing the sample and market coverage of the price survey

Establishing standard and compulsory schedules for updating weights for price
indices

Introducing register-based sampling of a (subsample) of outlets in the price survey,
ensure regional disaggregation

Introduce a standard sampling procedure of a (subsample) if informal outlets in the
price survey, ensure regional disaggregation

Developing methods for producing price indices in agriculture, construction and
housing
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e Expanding sample of products and enterprises in the calculation of PPI, and the
coverage of small businesses that are not obligated to report monthly data

e Improving methods for calculating price indices for exports and imports in line with
international standards.

e Further improving the methods of price statistics considering quality aspects of
products and services, new products, seasonal aspects and temporarily missing
items, reflecting prices for industrial goods and services with a long production
cycle and for individual orders in the calculation price indices

e updating the methods for calculating price indices for the purchase of materials by
industrial enterprises

e updating the methods for calculating price indices for construction materials

e taking necessary steps to start preparations for the implementation of COICOP
2018, in cooperation with National Accounts

e introducing seasonal adjustment techniques in price statistics

e Prepare/implement PPP/ICP data collection activities on prices

e Update to CAPI technologies, automate data processing

e introducing the practice of regular publication of average prices for basic
consumer goods in the republic and by regions, as well as their change, in the
official website of the State Statistical Committee

e introducing new efficient methods of collecting price statistics such as scanning
of online cash systems and others.

Improve Household Expenditure and Consumption Statistics

The SCS will undertake a comprehensive modernization of the HBS working in partnership
with the World Bank. The proposed changes include transferring the mode of data
collection to a Computer Assisted Personal Interview (CAPI) format, expanding the subject
coverage to include additional measures of wellbeing, and increasing the size of the
household sample. Adopting the CAPI-based format is expected to considerably increase
the speed of data collection and quality of the information obtained. By substantially
reducing the time require to complete an interview (from three weeks to a maximum of
three hours) the potential sample size can be increased.

Revising the HBS sample design is expected to substantially increase the accuracy of and
level of confidence in resulting statistics. Due to efficiencies identified, the sample size can
be doubled, and reporting frequency quadrupled while holding the expected budget
constant. Using the proposed stratified multi-stage sampling method stands to radically
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improve survey estimates. This however, is dependent on the accurate accounting of the
sample design and selection of both clusters and households at every phase. Identification
of the sample design, including stratum identification, cluster identification, household
identification and survey weights should be included in final datasets and well documented.

The main objective of the modernization is to introduce a more comprehensive and simple-
to-implement questionnaire. The new system would improve on the quality of key
measures that are currently collected using non-standard methods. Moving to a CAPI
approach and adopting a list method for consumption items will replace the current paper-
based diary. These changes will increase efficiency such that the sample size can be
roughly doubled, and regionally disaggregated reporting frequency can be increased from
annual to quarterly. While introducing the new system alongside the existing HBS system,
the team will further test the effect of changes in survey modes (changing from diary to
list-based consumption and expenditure data collection).

The project also supports the participation in internationally recognized household survey
programmes such as Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey (MICS) on a regular basis and with
frequency of 3-5 years. It provides a wealth of internationally comparable and quality data
on situation of children, youth and women related to health, education, water and
sanitation, HIV/AIDS etc.

This sub-component will cover the following activities:

e Improving the methods and design of the survey, and improve on the practices of
conducting household surveys;

e adopting international best practices in measuring poverty and inequality, and
introduction of new measurement tools;

e improving household sampling;

e Developing and implementing a periodic survey for collecting, processing and
disseminating time-use statistics;

e introducing the CAPI technology and use of tablets to conduct household surveys;

¢ introducing the most relevant software in collecting processing and analyzing data
and providing necessary training for staff.

Improve Local Administrative Statistics

Mahalla authorities in Uzbekistan are tasked with considerable administrative data
management responsibilities. These data include population and demographic statistics,
information on living conditions and economic activities, and migration flows. This system
will be integrated into the SCS infrastructure to allow more frequent and systematic
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reporting of these data, and harmonization with national and international standards and
classifications.

e Integrate mahalla administrative data system with SCS

e Harmonize with national standards and classification

e Generate periodic reports and schedule for reporting summary statistics

e Improve the coverage of local administrative statistics and reporting forms
Improve External Trade Statistics
Currently, data collection and processing on foreign trade in goods and the maintenance of
the database is carried out by the State Customs Committee and provided to the SCS on a
monthly basis, while statistics on trade in services are produced from administrative
sources, statistical surveys and quantitative assessment methods.

This subcomponent will support the following activities:

e Harmonize the classifications and standards used by the SCS and State Customs
Committee in line with the latest versions of international standards and
classifications

e Further improve the quality of the existing reporting forms

e Improve the coverage of external trade statistics

e Improve practices and timeliness at the data processing and analyzing stage

e Ensure a single repository of statistical information and data integrity

Improve Energy Statistics

Detailed, complete, timely and reliable energy statistics are essential to monitor the energy
situation in the country. Constructing energy and energy efficiency indicators and their
accuracy strongly depend on the quality and detail of available energy end-use data. .

The following activities will be supported within this subcomponent:

e Establish a working group to identify missing data based on user needs and to
develop a framework for energy statistics based on UN standards.

e Study international experience in developing energy statistical indicators.

e Modify questionnaire for household survey through including questions on energy
efficiency and consumption of energy resources.

e Modify existing reporting forms on energy statistics in accordance with
international standards to ensure the full coverage of indicators for the development
of high-quality energy balance.
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e Enhance the relevance of energy statistics by providing comprehensive and
reconciled data on the energy situation.

Improve Environmental Statistics

In addition to the standard environment statistics currently collected and reported,

2

indicators related to initiatives such as “beyond GDP”, “Green Economy”, “Green
Growth”, “measuring progress of societies”, and “better life”, all fit under the umbrella of

sustainable development.
The following activities will be supported within this subcomponent:

e Establish a working group to identify missing data based on user needs and to
develop a framework for environmental statistics based on UN standards.

e Introduction of the System of Environmental-Economic Accounting 2012 standard
for understanding the interactions between the economy and the environment, and
for describing stocks and changes in stocks of environmental assets.

e Study international experience in developing environmental statistical indicators.

e Use of GIS systems to elaborate and disseminate statistics on the state of
environment.

e Introduce the international standard for environmental economic accounting that
will bring together information on water, minerals, energy, timber, fish, soil, land
and ecosystems, pollution and waste, production, consumption and accumulation
to assess (i) the physical flows of materials and energy within the economy and
between the economy and the environment; (ii) the stock of environmental assets
and changes in these stocks (including information on the condition of ecosystems);
and (iii) economic activity and transactions related to the environment (including
relevant fixed assets and inventories).

e Develop a system for collecting primary data on environment that will help building
a supplementary system of environmental-economic statistics.

Improve Business, establishment, enterprise, firm, and industry statistics

The SCS collects the data on market economic activities and business statistics indicators
through statistical reports of legal entities, administrative sources, and business surveys
conducted annually and quarterly. All sectoral departments of the SCS use the register of
enterprises as the data frame for creating lists of reporting entities, as well as a sampling
frame. However, there is a high non-response rate of business surveys and sampling frames
are not updated regularly.
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The following activities will be supported in this sub-component:

Review and revise all areas of business statistics in line with the best international
practices.

Develop a comprehensive statistical business register and promote the use of
national identification for all businesses in the country will be the main priorities in
this area.

Improve methods of conducting business surveys to produce representative and
robust data on business statistics.

Improve the production of time series data with high frequency adjusted for
seasonal changes.

Improve Government Finance Statistics

Developing seasonally adjusted quarterly time series data of government finance statistics
in line with international standards is accepted as one of priorities in statistical activity
under the responsibility of the Ministry of Finance. The following activities will be
supported to ensure data integrity and to underpin confidence in the reliability of published
fiscal statistics:

Expand the institutional coverage of fiscal reports, compile and disseminate GFS
data including all extra-budgetary funds (EBFs), off-budget accounts (OBAS) of
budgetary organizations and the activities of other institutional units that should be
classified as part of the general government sector in accordance with GFSM 2014
standards

Further implement the standards of GSFM 2014 in view of proper classification of
government operations and introducing balance sheet data

Update the database of public-owned corporations and their sectorization regularly
to ensure comprehensiveness and robustness of the economic and financial
statistics

Maintain integrity of statistics in fiscal reports through achieving consistency in
fiscal aggregates data between budget execution and GFS reports, reconciling main
aggregates in the fiscal reports and increasing data literacy of the public

Establish a working group between Ministry of Finance, Central Bank of
Uzbekistan and the SCS to ensure data exchange, harmonized sectorization and
consistent statistics

Implement the Special Data Dissemination Standard (SDDS)
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Improve External Sector Statistics

The Central Bank of Uzbekistan is responsible for the compilation of monetary and
financial and external sector statistics. This sub-component will focus on improving
external sector statistics in line with internationally accepted norms and standards in terms
of classifications and dissemination practices.

The NSDS will support the following activities:

e Improving data literacy of government officials and raising awareness of the
general public on external sector statistics

e Implement the Special Data Dissemination Standard (SDDS) that will include: (i)
compiling the Reserve Template (Data Template on International Reserves and
Foreign Currency Liquidity) with monthly periodicity and timeliness of one month;
(ii) improving external debt data broken down by sector, maturity, instrument; (iii)
improving interest rate data on short- and long-term government securities and
policy-oriented rate; and (iv) improving the periodicity and timeliness, and
coverage for several data categories

e Improve external debt indicators

e Improve the information base for estimation and distribution of indirectly measured
financial intermediation services by users

e Compilation of historical external sector statistics based on BPM6 going back 2010

e Support participation in IMF’s Coordinated Portfolio Investment Survey and
Coordinated Direct Investment Survey

e Full automation of data collection and compilation processes

e Provide training for the relevant CBU, MoF and SCS staff

e Improve coverage, periodicity, and timeliness.

Improve Monetary and Financial sector statistics

Although a good progress on monetary statistics has been observed in recent years, this
Strategy will support the Central Bank’s and SCS’s ongoing efforts to improve the quality
of monetary and financial statistics in line with the latest international standards,
classifications and methodologies.

The following activities will be supported

¢ Review of revision policies for macroeconomic and financial statistics
e Implement the standards of Monetary and Financial Statistics Manual and
Compilation Guide 2016
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e Improve the production of Financial Soundness Indicators and Financial Access
Survey indicators

Improve Demographic Statistics

Under this action plan, existing systems will be improved (methods for projecting
population total, summarizing results from administrative and survey-based data systems,
etc.) streamlined, and digitized. Steps include:

e Systematizing data from administrative and survey-based sources on natality,
fatality, and migration patterns

e Adopting standard classifications

e Develop standard periodic reports and summary statistics for publication

Improve Education statistics

The data on education statistics are collected by the SCS and Education Ministries (e.g.,
Ministry of Preschool Education, Ministry of Public Education, Ministry of Higher and
Secondary Specialized Education) as well.

The government approved the mid-term strategy (five-year) on the modernization of
education sector for each level of education and developed key performance indicators
measuring the progress of the implementation of activities in these strategies.

The NSDS will support the following activities:

e Revise and improve the current system of data production ensuring to avoid
duplications in the activities of the SCS and Education ministries.

e Improve classifications, methodologies and expand the range of statistics needed
for monitoring progress in national strategies of education in line with
internationally accepted standards.

e Develop statistical infrastructure in all education ministries and strengthen their
capacities to produce high-quality and relevant data in a timely manner.

e Enhance capacity to collect, compile and use of statistics.
e Support the development a unified EMIS framework.

Improve Health statistics

The health statistics are collected by the SCS and by the Ministry of Health as well. The
SCS’s activity covers both public and private health facilities while the Ministry of Health
compiles data only from public units.
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The following activities will be supported:

Establish a core list of indicators for reporting on health and well-being in line with
international standards and make necessary improvements to reflect statistics
accurately in national and international agencies requirements.

Review compiled health statistics and dissemination practices in line with
international standards.

Revise and improve the current system of the production health statistics ensuring
to avoid duplications in the activities of the SCS and Ministry of Health.

Improve methods and expand the range of statistics, including those that can be
derived from civil registration documents, and other health and well-being data
sources, needed for monitoring progress in national health strategy in line with
internationally accepted standards.

Develop statistical infrastructure in Ministry of Health and strengthen its data
producing and analytical capacity.

Develop an automated system of data collection and electronic data exchange
system with the SCS that will increase the efficiency and quality of activities in
health statistics.

Improve Social and Poverty Statistics

Social statistics are mainly produced by relevant ministries and public agencies.
Household-based social economic indicators for development planning and international
development strategies (e.g. SDG) are produced by the SCS through conducting household
surveys. Household surveys are conducted since 2000 on a monthly basis to produce
statistics on standard of living of population and poverty.

There is an increasing demand for social statistics from the government, public and
international organizations. To meet this demand, the SCS has been expanding the
information volume in questionnaires and tables used in the survey. This project will
include the following activities:

Improve the household survey program to collect more data on cost of living,
education, environment, health and other social issues.

Improve sampling frames and methods in line with internationally accepted
standards to produce representative, unbiased and robust data.

Integrate ICT in conducting surveys and introduce modern software in data
processing, analyzing and reporting (e.g., STATA, SPSS).
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e Moreover, the implementation of new classification COICOP-2018 for the
compilation of household expenditures as well as significant improvement of the
quality of CPI and NSA 2008 indicators will ensure to produce social statistics in
line with international standards.

Improve SDG statistics

A list of national SDG indicators (206 indicators) has been developed by the Inter-agency
group on SDG monitoring, headed by the SCS. The SCS has started publishing statistics
on the SDGs (national indicators) web portal (nsdg.stat.uz) in Russian. Currently, the web
portal hosts data for only 64 national SDG indicators. The SCS and the Inter-agency group
on SDG monitoring are working with the UN and partners to close the significant data gaps
in SDG indicators.

The following activities will be supported:

e Implement internationally accepted standards and methodologies in the
compilation of data needed to produce SDG indicators

e Study the experience of countries which are leaders in the implementation of
monitoring of the SDGs.

e Enhance the capacity of ministries and agencies responsible for the development
and monitoring of SDG indicators.

e Elaborate and approve the action plan with clear timeline on developing
methodologies for national SDG indicators. Ensure that the action plan has a
monitoring framework, responsible ministries, roles and data production processes
are clearly defined.

Improve Science and Innovation statistics

There are a number of issues in the field of innovation statistics. This sphere lacks
information and requires methodological support. This sub-component will support the
production of relevant statistical data on science, research and innovation and will include
the following activities:

e Provide training for the relevant staff of the SCS and Ministry of Innovative
Development

e Develop a methodology on innovation statistics and implement internationally
accepted standards such as OSLO Manual 2018 and Frascati manual 2015 in the
production of innovation statistics.
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Improve Gender statistics

There is a need for developing qualitative and quantitative indicators for gender statistics
from ongoing and future statistical inquiries that are in line with international standards to
capture the specific realities in the lives of men and women in Uzbekistan over time.

There is a need for developing a wide range of indicators for gender statistics that capture
gender-related changes in society over time. The NSDS will support the development of a
methodology in gender statistics and the collection of gender disaggregated data as follows:

e Establishment of interagency committee on Gender and Children Statistics

e Conduct additional survey and data reprocessing to fully implement the Minimum
Core Set of Gender developed by United Nations Statistics Division

e Development of national framework for gender sensitive indicators to monitor the
implementation of international commitments and national policies and programs
on Gender Equality and Women Empowerment.

Improve Labor statistics

The labor statistics are produced by the SCS and Ministry of Labor. The SCS follows ILO
standards and classifications in labor market statistics with some notable exceptions. The
Ministry of Labor also partly follows ILO standards, but with notable exceptions in the
definition of unemployment and information on number of hours worked is not collected.

The following activities will be supported to improve Labor statistics:

e Follow ILO standards in exact definitions of unemployment and other key labor
market indicators.

e Design a plan to move responsibility of conducting Labor Force Survey from the
Ministry of Labor to the SCS in the medium term.

e Implement the latest versions of ISCO 2008 and ISCED 2011.

e Improve the LFS including sample design and questionnaires following ILO
recommendations.

e Deploying electronic data collection in the LFS.

e Collecting and publishing data on hours worked in the LFS.

e Complete implementation of Job Vacancy Survey in line with international
standards.

e Follow international standards in Labor Cost Survey.

e Production of gender-pay-gap from earnings statistics.
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Collect and systematically report administrative data records on formal
employment, unemployment, and government employment programs
Integrate labor market analysis with firm and establishment surveys

Improve Tourism statistics

The SCS and The State Committee for Tourism Development collaborate in the
compilation of tourism statistics. The NSDS will support the following activities:

Set up an internationally consistent system of Tourism statistics.

Improve classifications, standards and Methods of tourism statistics in line with
internationally accepted standards (IRTS 2008).

Enhance the statistical capacity of data producing agencies.

Improve Transport statistics

The lack of comprehensive, reliable and accurate data on transport sector is one of major
problems needed to be solved immediately. The SCS will collaborate with the recently
established Ministry of Transport in the development of transport statistics in line with the

latest international standards. The following activities will be supported in this sub-
component:

Improve classifications and methods in the production of transport statistics (e.g.,
accounting of individual entrepreneurs (households) involved in transportation
activities, price indices and tariffs of transportation services, statistics related to
transport infrastructure and logistics, indicators for transportation of passengers and
goods, indicators needed to build transport and economic balance of the country)
in line with internationally accepted standards and best practices.

Implement modern data collection technologies based on CAPI (Computer
Assisted Personal Interviewing) technology using tablet devices.

Introduction of automated data collection systems

Enhance the statistical capacity of Ministry of Transport.

Improve methodology of producing price indices and tariffs for transportation
services by modes of transport.

Enhance capacity of the SCS in producing data on transport and logistics
infrastructure, including cross-border logistics.

Improve Information and Communications Technologies statistics

The information and communication technology industry has an enabler role in the
economy as it is characterized as crosscutting for growth and development through
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traditional and digital technology, opening channels for government interactions within
and with the society, education and training, and communications among citizens. As a
result, need for ICT data is a top priority to the economy to update and keep up with latest
technological developments. The following activities will be conducted to support “data

driven” growth:

e Introduce methods and standards in the production of data on the formation and
accounting of electronic commerce.

e Improve methods and standards in the production of data on ICT infrastructure,
ICT access and use, ICT service tariffs, ICT producing sector, use of ICT in
education, trade in ICT and others in line with international standards.

e Support the SCS and Ministry for Development of Information Technologies and
Communications to build capacity for the production and dissemination of ICT
statistics.

Improve Non-observed Sector statistics

The complete coverage of economic production is important in order to ensure good quality
national accounts and exhaustive estimates of GDP. It is hard to achieve exhaustiveness
since there are great difficulties to account for certain types of productive activities that
cannot be observed and measured directly by the official statisticians when the national
accounts and GDP are compiled. The group of activities that are not being directly observed
and measured (e.g., underground, illegal, informal or undertaken by households for their
final use, missed because of deficiencies in data collection) comprise the non-observed
economy.

The development of statistics that measure the magnitude and nature of the informal
economy are important for the formulation and evaluation of policies to support the
transition to formality, in depicting employment trends and in analyzing linkages between
growth and employment.

The following activities will be supported within this sub-component:

e Develop comprehensive statistics on the informal sector in line with international
standards and best practices.
e Improve methods and standards to improve the exhaustiveness of GDP estimates

Improve Agricultural statistics

The agriculture is an important sector of the economy employing 28% of the country’s
labor force and 28.8% of its GDP. There is high need for reliable and comprehensive
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national agriculture statistics. For this reason, the Government is planning to build a strong
agriculture statistics system and to conduct the Agriculture census by 2024. The project
will support the following activities:

e Develop the reliable and comprehensive national system of agriculture statistics.

e Improve the availability and reliability of agri-food statistics.

e Improve the availability of market information on prices and trends in agriculture

e Improve the availability of farm productivity data

e Design organizational and methodological basis of agriculture survey.

e Build necessary infrastructure to conduct the census and adopt new technologies
(e.g., mobile devices, geospatial information systems and others) to improve the
completeness, timeliness and quality of census results.

e Develop a training strategy and policy to enhance the capacity and skills of the
relevant people involved in the census.

Improve Housing statistics

Monitoring the stock and condition of housing in the country is important for enabling
housing markets to function efficiently, and to tailor housing policy to the needs of citizens.
Significant data is collected on housing through existing statistical activities of the SCS.
Under this action plan, these systems will be improved (methods for sampling, measuring
livable space, defining construction materials, safety, etc.) streamlined, and digitized. New
data collection initiatives (including on vacancy rates) will fill remaining gaps. Steps
include:

e Conducting a new periodic housing vacancy survey

e Systematizing data analysis and reporting on housing from local administrative
records, household surveys (including household budget survey) and the upcoming
census.

e Adopting standard classifications relating to housing

e Develop standard periodic reports and summary statistics for publication

Improve Justice and crime statistics

Significant administrative information on justice and crime are generated by government
ministries in the course of their duties. These data are useful for understanding social trends
and to generate appropriate policies. However, this information is not systematically
maintained, rendered comparable over time, and summarized in useful formats for public
consumption. Under this action plan, the SCS will organize and systematize the reporting
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of anonymized justice and crime and data and report key disaggregated summary statistics
on a regular basis. Steps include:

e Systematizing and digitizing relevant records from the Ministries of Justice and
Interior.

e Adopting standard classifications of justice and crime statistics

e Develop standard periodic reports and summary statistics for publication
e Develop national roadmap to implement the ICCS

e Assess the current national crime statistics production

e Build capacity of staff from data producing agencies on crime statistics

Improve Investment and construction statistics

Fixed investment and construction are some of the larger components of GDP and account
for a large share of economic activity in most countries. They also include sectors that are
directly affected by government policy, and where evidence is essential to ensure the sector
operates efficiently. Under the action plan, current data collection systems will be
improved by automating data collection and digitizing past records. Additional data will
be collected where current systems are missing.

e Adopt standard classifications

e Conduct a new periodic building permits survey

e Systematize existing administrative data on permits and construction activities
e Systematize data on financing

e Develop standard periodic reports and summary statistics for publication

Improve Land use, ownership, and valuation statistics

Cadastral records and land use assignments are recorded in administrative data systems in
ministries. These data are not currently regularly available to the SCS and are not
systematically reported in summaries to the public. Under the action plan, current data
collection systems will be improved by automating data collection and digitizing past
records. Additional data will be collected where current systems are missing.

e Conduct a new periodic land use/cover survey
¢ Digitize and organize existing data on from land registries
e Develop standard periodic reports and summary statistics for publication

108



Uzbekistan National Strategy for Development of Statistics 2020-2025

5. Implementation Outline

5.1.General Principles

During the implementation of NSDS internationally accepted standards, classifications,
methods, and best practices will be used wherever feasible. All implementation activities
will be coordinated with international and national partners wherever appropriate. Their
needs, suggestions and support will be considered during the implementation. A new
approach, standard, or best practice will be introduced after conducting a thorough
feasibility exercise. All new procedures and systems will be piloted and rigorously tested
prior to use in production. Every new or substantially redesigned questionnaire will be
tested prior to use, every redeveloped system will run in parallel with the existing one
and/or be phased in, for example on a questionnaire by questionnaire, or survey by survey,
basis.

5.2.Risks

Currently, there is strong support from the Government and other stakeholder for the
improvement of the capacity of national statistical system, however if the reform process
cannot produce visible results this support may decline and could send the system into a
vicious cycle. The SCS as the main agency should work with the government and produce
some quick results and good quality statistics to maintain the current level of support.

Another important risk is lack of necessary legal framework (statistical law, by-laws, and
regulations that will make the realization of law possible). A new statistical law is under
preparation that will mitigate this risk.

SCS does not have experience implementing large scale reform projects and
implementation of NSDS may require additional effort from SCS staff that could create
fatigue during the implementation. It is necessary to provide an incentive mechanism for
the staff for successful implementation of NSDS.

Retaining experienced and trained staff is another risk due to low level of salaries.
5.3.Sustainability

Most of the strategic objectives and identified priority areas refer to statistical and
institutional infrastructure creation and enhancement. Therefore, once the new procedures
have been introduced, they are unlikely to require more resources than the procedures they
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replace. On the contrary, coupled with new systems and optimization of existing structures
and works, they should produce substantial efficiencies and release resources. These
released resources should be enough to support new training activities.

Some portion of the efficiency gains could be allocated for salaries to make them
sufficiently competitive to attract and retain skilled professionals. Coupled with a
substantial training program, the stock of skilled professional staff can be expected to
increase

The life span of the new hardware and software with a reasonable degree of maintenance
and incremental improvements can be extended up to ten years before needing substantial
replacement. However, given the fast advancement in IT technology and cloud computing
and increasing demand in data may require frequent replacement of certain parts of
software that should be included in general budgeting process.

5.4.Implementation Schedule and Resources

Successful implementation of NSDS is a lengthy process and would require significant
amount of resources, financial and otherwise. Major cost categories would be for the ICT
infrastructure and technical assistance related expenses such as consulting/advisory
services, training, seminars, workshops and study visits that are linked to the relevant
components and sub-components. A detailed breakdown of costs by component and sub-
component by year is provided in Annex 3.

5.5.Governance Structure of NSDS implementation

A well-organized governance structure is one of the key factors for successful
implementation of the NSDS in a harmonized and coordinated manner. The below structure
could provide necessary coordination, monitoring and evaluation capability.

Uzbekistan NSDS Governance Structure — A

President of the Republic

v ¢t

President’s Administration Office

v ¢

UzNSDS Oversight Committee (UzOC)

UzNSDS Technical Secretariat (UzTS)

v

Sectoral Task Forces (STaF)
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Uzbekistan NSDS Governance Structure - B

UzNSDS Oversight Committee (UzOC)
(Heads of SCS, Ministry of Finance, Central Bank)

v ¢

A 4

UzNSDS Technical Secretariat (chair: 1 Deputy SCS Chair;

Members: High-level officials of Ministry of Finance and Central Bank, Chairs of
each of the 4 STaFs)

STaF-1: Economic Statistics

Strategic focus: Economic and Financial Statistics (national accounts, BOP, prices, industry,
public finance, monetary, poverty, and other macroeconomic statistics; credit, investment,
employment, tourism, trade, business activity)

STaF-2: Social Statistics

Strategic focus: Demographic and Social Statistics (health; education, gender and
development; youth, disability, CRVS, crime & justice, immigration)

A 4

STaF-3: Natural Resources & Energy and Environment Statistics

Strategic focus: Natural Resources Statistics (Agriculture, Food, Forestry, Fisheries),
Environment, Conservation, Disaster Risk Reduction, Climate Change, Water, Land, Energy.

STaF-4: System Infrastructure

Strategic focus: ICT, Physical infrastructure, Statistical infrastructure (including standards,
classifications and methods)
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UzNSDS formulation and implementation, in line with PARIS21 recommended
guidelines, is normally the responsibility of a designated NSDS National Committee
(NSDS-NC). 1t is recommended that a UzNSDS Oversight Committee (UzOC)
comprised of Chief Executive Officers (CEOs) of the SCS, Ministry of Finance and the
Central Bank, shall be created by the President to be the NSDS National Committee.

The work of this oversight committee will be supported by the UzNSDS Technical
Secretariat (UzTS), chaired by the SCS 1% Deputy Chair* and high-level officers of the
Ministry of Finance and the Central Bank and the chairs of the four Sectoral Task Forces
(STaFs), representing the four pillars of sustainable statistical development

The proposed UzNSDS Technical Secretariat (UzTS) acts as the Permanent Secretariat
for the UzOC on matters related to UzNSDS implementation.

Such a structure would facilitate cross-sectoral support and buy-in into the UzNSDS
process and would allow an effective functioning of the UzOC. The UzTS can also gather
and involve all the persons in the task forces, if necessary. It will be sited at the SCS.

As the ultimate decision-maker, the Cabinet of Ministers is the NSDS’s owner. The
UzOC is effectively the project owner’s representative. It examines the reports emanating
from the various stages of UzNSDS implementation and submits them to the Cabinet for
validation and decision, if necessary.

The UzTS plays a management role. It brings together representatives from the four
STaFs, under the leadership of the SCS. It can at various times include other key data users
in the agenda.

The UzTS would be entrusted with organising and prioritising the work program of the
UzNSDS. Its main task would comprise of:

e determining the work program of the four STaFs;
e managing, synthesizing, consolidating the work completed by the four STaFs; and
e drawing from this work, report results, identify strategic issues and communicate these
to the UzOC so these can be translated / converted into policy.
The STaFs would be charged with implementing and monitoring the implementation of
the work program for their respective sectors on a regular basis, to consider not only the
production of statistical data by sectors but also the necessary changes in terms of

* Will defacto be the Change Manager
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governance arrangements, improvement of infrastructures, HR plans, funding of statistical
activities, etc.

6. Monitoring and Evaluation

Regardless of the quality of an NSDS, the strategy will only be successful if it is
implemented. Successful implementation of NSDS will heavily depend upon the rigorous
planning and monitoring and evaluation of the progress. Monitoring and evaluation is a
continuing process of collecting and reviewing information on the quality of
implementation that informs stakeholders on the progress and compares results with
targets. This process enables decision makers to take corrective actions. Therefore,
monitoring and evaluation is an integral part of NSDS design process.

6.1.Measurable Results

All activities included in the NSDS will produce tangible and measurable results that can
be periodically reviewed during the implementation and corrective actions are taken when
and where needed.

As stated in the “Strategic Objectives” section the aim of the NSS of Uzbekistan by the
implementation of NSDS could be expressed in five broad measurable strategic outcomes.
They are listed below together with the indicators by which their achievement may be
measured. The intention is that, collectively, the outcome measures and indicators
constitute a balanced score card covering all important aspects of the NSS.

Users are more satisfied

e improved results in user satisfaction surveys;

e improved results in independent reviews of data output and quality

e increases in SCS website accesses and down loads;

e increases in the frequency with which subject matter specialists meet with users to

discuss data outputs and priorities;

e the number and time of references to the SCS in the media improved.
Data providers are more motivated

e higher, or at least not declining, response rates;

e fewer outright refusals;

o fewer complaints regarding burden received by the SCS

o fewer adverse comments in the media;

e increased proportion of electronic reporting.
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Government and other partners Are More Supportive

the operating budget received from the government remains same or increases
relative to the budgets of other government agencies;

the funds received for special developments remain at a high level

the support received from international partner organization remains same or
increases;

Staff are more motivated and skilled

employee satisfaction surveys conducted, and results indicate improvement;
improved retention rates amongst younger, more mobile staff;

reduction in the number of job vacancies;

reduction in sick leave;

increase in the amount of training received overall and by job type and level;
operational performance measures improve

National statistical system is better coordinated

National statistical council is functional and meets regularly

increase in the frequency and regularity of meetings between SCS and other
statistical agencies;

more current and pertinent memoranda of understanding between SCS and each of
the other statistical agencies,

114



Uzbekistan National Strategy for Development of Statistics 2020-2025

Annex 1. ORGANIZATIONAL CHART of the Central Office of the State Committee on Statistics of the Republic of

Uzbekistan

Chairman

The First
Deputy Chairman

Deputy Chairman
on Economic Statistics

Deputy Chairman
on Social Statistics

Deputy Chairman on
Information and Communication
Technologies and Information Security

Main Department of Consolidated
Information Works
11 units

Main Department on Business
Environment Surveys,
Entrepreneurship Development

Statistics 15 units

Main Department of Demography
and Labour Statistics
20 units

Main Department of
Macroeconomic Indicators and
National Accounts
19 units

Main Department of Organization
and Methodology of Statistical
Works

11 units

Main Department of Investment
and Construction Statistics
15 units

Main Department of Price
Statistics
14 units

Main Department of Foreign
Economic Activity and Trade
Statistics
9 units

Main Department of Information
Dissemination, International
Cooperation and Information

Exchange
7 units

Main Department of Industrial
Statistics
15 units

Main Department of Agriculture
and Ecology Statistics
10 units

Main Department of Living
Standard Statistics and Population
Surveys

9 units

Main Department of Information
and Communication Technology
Development and Interactive

Public Services

6 units

Main Department of Information

Security

4 units

Main Department of Service
Sector Statistics

14 units

Main Department of Social
Statistics and Sustainable
Development
13 units

Main Department of Statistical
Registers Keeping and System

Maintenance

6 units

Number of Managerial Staff - 252 units
Number of Production Personnel - 29 units
Number of Supporting Staff - 42 units
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Information service
5 units

Main Department of Monitoring and
Coordination of the Open Data

.

Portal 11 units

Protocol service 3 units
HR 5 units

Leaal Department 2 units
First Department 2 units

T

Main Administrative
Department 6 units

Main Department of Economics and
Finance 9 units

Main Department for Work with
Appeals of Legal Entities and
Individuals and Monitoring of

Compliance Standards
6 units
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Annex 2. Information systems used by the State Committee in Statistics

Existing information systems

Information systems to be developed

No. | NAME BRIEF DESCRIPTION NAME BRIEF DESCRIPTION
"eStat 3.0" Automated  information  system  for | "eStat WEB" Automated information system for
Automated information system | collecting statistical ~reports in  the | Aytomated information system for | collecting, analyzing and displaying
1| for collecting statistical reports | electronic form (desktop version) collecting statistical reports in the | Statistical reports data in the
in the electronic form electronic form electronic form
(web version)
Automation of the process of accumulation, | New automated information system for | Automation of the process of
"Reg-System" - automated | storage, control and analysis of information | accounting and identification of legal | accumulation, storage, control and
information system for | about legal entities, received from | entities on the basis of the Unified State | analysis of information about legal
2 | accounting and identification of | registering and other state bodies, as well as | Register of Enterprises and | entities, received from registering
legal entities on the basis of the | providing it to government bodies and other | Organizations and other state bodies, as well as
Unified State Register of | users in the established procedure. providing it to government bodies
Enterprises and Organizations and other users in the established
procedure.
A set of specialized database | Constant accumulation and reliable storage
management programs (access) | of statistical indicators for all branches of
3 | for basic  socio-economic | statistics, is intended for analytical - -
indicators reporting in all terms.
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Annex 3. UZBEKISTAN NSDS indicative cost table: 2020-2025 (thousands of USD)

Component Activity Total Cost
A Improve Legal and Organizational Infrastructure 2,200
Improve Statistical Infrastructure 3,300
C Improve User and Provider Relations 1,100
D Improvement of Data Processing and Physical Infrastructure 10,100
E Improve Individual Subject Matter Programs and Methodologies 28,300
Project Management 2,000
Contingency 3,000
TOTAL 50,000
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