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SECONDARY SPECIAL, VOCATIONAL EDUCATION  

IN THE REPUBLIC OF UZBEKISTAN 

The system of secondary special, vocational  

education in the Republic of Uzbekistan 

In order to improve the system of vocational education based on 

best foreign experience, to train qualified and competitive personnel for 

the labor market by introducing the levels of primary, secondary and 

secondary specialized, vocational education, as well as to widely involve 

employers in this process, in the Republic of Uzbekistan, starting from 

2020 / 2021 academic year, a network of educational institutions has been 

created with the introduction of a new system of primary, secondary and 

secondary specialized, vocational education, as well as differentiated 

educational programs corresponding to the levels of the International 

Standard Classification of Education (ISCED). 

 

For information: due to the fact that national education systems are 

diverse in the structure and content of educational programs, it can be 

difficult to compare the achievements of different countries and track their 

progress towards their goals at the national and international levels. In 

order to understand and correctly interpret the aspects and processes of 

educational systems at the global level, comparability of data is of 

particular importance, which can be achieved through the application of 

the International Standard Classification of Education, a concept 

document designed to classify and present internationally comparable 

statistics. 

 

The ISCED 2011 classification was adopted at the 36th session of 

the General Conference of UNESCO in November 2011. Originally 

developed by UNESCO in the 1970s and first revised in 1997, the ISCED 

classification serves as an essential tool for the collection and presentation 

of education statistics at both the national and international levels. This 

document has been updated periodically to more accurately reflect 

innovations in educational systems around the world. 
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The system of secondary special, vocational education  

in the Republic of Uzbekistan 

Secondary specialized education is carried out for two years on the basis  

of a nine-year basic secondary education in academic lyceums and provides accelerated 

development of intellectual abilities, as well as in-depth, differentiated, professionally 

and personality-oriented education of students. 

Primary vocational education is carried out in vocational schools on the basis 

of graduates of the ninth grade on the basis of two-year integrated curricula of general 

education subjects and subjects of specialties in full-time education free of charge. 

 

Secondary vocational education is carried out in colleges on the basis of 

general secondary, secondary specialized and primary vocational education in full-

time, evening and correspondence forms of study for up to two years, based on the 

complexity of professions and specialties on the basis of a state order or a paid contract. 

 
Secondary specialized, vocational education is carried out in technical schools 

on the basis of general secondary, secondary specialized, primary vocational and 

secondary vocational education in full-time, evening and correspondence forms of 

education lasting at least two years, based on the complexity of professions and 

specialties on the basis of a state order or a paid contract. 
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Number of academic lyceums and their distribution by region 

 (at the beginning of the academic year, units) 

In the 2022/2023 academic year, compared 

to the 2018/2019 academic year, the number of 

academic lyceums decreased by 38 units, i.e. 

by 30.9%. 

At the beginning of the 2022/2023 academic 

year, the largest number of them was noted in 

Tashkent city (27 units), and, compared with 

other regions, the lowest figure was recorded in  

Syrdarya region (2 units). 

Number of students in academic lyceums 

(at the beginning of the academic year, thousand people) 

The number of students in 

academic lyceums, compared 

with the beginning of the 

2018/2019 academic year, 

decreased by 39.4 thousand 

people, i.e. by 54.9%. 
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Distribution of students of academic lyceums by regions 
(at the beginning of the 2022/2023 academic year, thousand people) 

4 

SECONDARY SPECIAL, VOCATIONAL 

EDUCATION IN THE REPUBLIC OF UZBEKISTAN 

At the beginning of the 2022/2023 academic year, the largest number of students of academic 

lyceums was noted in the city of Tashkent (9.8 thousand people), the smallest number was 

recorded in Syrdarya region (0.8 thousand people). 

Compared to the 2018/2019 academic year, a significant negative increase was noted in 

Andijan (-65.3%) and Syrdarya (-65.2%) regions, and the smallest ‒ in Jizzakh region (-39.3%) 

and the city of Tashkent (-45.9%). 

19,5

60,2%

12,9

39,8%

Gender distribution of students in academic lyceums 

(at the beginning of the 2022/2023 academic year, thousand people)  

At the beginning of the 2022/2023 

academic year, the share of boys in the total 

number of students in academic lyceums was 

60.2% (19.5 thousand people), and the share 

of girls was 39.8% (12.9 thousand people). 
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Tashkent city
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1,7 -39,3% 9,8 -45,9%
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1,7 -65,3%
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3,3 -59,3%

1,6 -56,8%

1,5 -61,5%

Number of students
Changes compared to the 

2018/2019 academic year



Graduates of academic lyceums 

(thousand people) 

The teaching staff of academic lyceums 

(at the beginning of the academic year, people)  

For 2018-2022, the number of teachers of academic lyceums has been 
decreasing annually. Thus, at the beginning of the 2022/2023 academic year, compared 
to the 2018/2019 academic year, their number decreased by 2 486 people, i.e. by 43.3%. 
The largest number of teachers of academic lyceums was noted in the city of Tashkent 
(929 people), and the smallest number was recorded in Syrdarya region (66 people). 
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Tashkent city 929

Samarkand 318

Fergana 234

Rep. of Karakalpakstan 224

Namangan 219

Kashkadarya 218

Bukhara 197

Andijan 172

Khorezm 157

Jizzakh 155

Surkhandarya 132

Navoi 120

Tashkent 111

Syrdarya 66

2022/2023 academic year

Number of teachers

Changes compared to last year

2018/20195 738

2019/2020

2021/2022

2020/2021

2022/2023

3 693

3 252

3 309

3 880

28,5%

4,8%

1,7%

32,4%

10,4%

19,4
12,1%

17,3
2,4%

16,9
63,7%

46,5
47,2%

31,6
3,4%

Number of graduates

Changes compared to last year
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1,2

1,1

1,1

1,1

1,1

1,0

0,9

0,8

0,7

0,6

Tashkent city

Samarkand

Rep. of Karakalpakstan

Kashkadarya

Fergana

Andijan

Bukhara

Namangan

Khorezm

Jizzakh

Surkhandarya

Navoi

Tashkent

Syrdarya

for 2022

In 2022, compared to 2019, the number of graduates  
of academic lyceums decreased by 12.2 thousand people, i.e. 
by 38.6%. 



Number of educational institutions of primary, secondary  

and secondary specialized, vocational education 

(at the beginning of the academic year, units) 

Vocational education in the Republic of Uzbekistan 

Vocational education in the acquired profession and specialty includes 

primary vocational education, secondary vocational education, secondary 

specialized, vocational education. 

6 

SECONDARY SPECIAL, VOCATIONAL 

EDUCATION IN THE REPUBLIC OF UZBEKISTAN 

The dynamics of the number of vocational 

schools, colleges and technical schools 

indicates an increase in the number of 

technical schools and a decrease in the 

number of vocational schools and colleges. 

Thus, compared with the beginning of the 

2020/2021 academic year, in the 2022/2023 

academic year, the number of vocational 

schools decreased by 2 units, colleges - by  

23 units, while the number of technical 

schools increased by 20 units. 

Professional 

education

Primary vocational 

education

Secondary 

vocational 

education

Secondary 

specialized, 

vocational 

education

Professional schools
Duration: two years

On the basis of : graduates of IX-classes 

The form of study is: full-time, 

free of charge

Colleges
Duration: up to two years

On the basis of : general secondary, 

specialized secondary, primary 

vocational education

The form of study is: daytime, evening 

and part-time, on the basis of a state 

order or a paid contract

Technical schools
Duration: at least two years

On the basis of : general secondary, 

secondary specialized, primary 

vocational, secondary vocational 

education

The form of study is: full-time, evening 

and part-time, based on a government 

order or a paid contract

2022/20232020/2021 2021/2022

206 184 183

339 342 337

187
215 207

Professional schools Colleges Technical schools



Gender distribution of the number of students in educational institutions  
of primary, secondary and secondary specialized, vocational education 

(at the beginning of the 2022/2023 academic year, thousand people) 

Number of students in educational institutions of primary, secondary  
and secondary specialized, vocational education  

(at the beginning of the academic year, thousand people) 

Considering the period from the 
2020/2021 academic year to the 
2022/2023 academic year, one can 
see the growth in the number of 
students in vocational schools, 
colleges and technical schools. 

Thus, over the specified period, 
their number in vocational schools 
increased by 2.3 times, technical 
schools - by 2.2 times, colleges - by 
67.4%. 
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At the beginning of the 2022/2023 
academic year, out of all students of 
educational institutions of primary, 
secondary and secondary specialized, 
vocational education, the share of girls 
(53.3%) exceeded the share of boys 
(46.7%). 

If we consider each level of vocational 
education separately, we can see that more 
boys (73.4%) study in vocational schools 
than girls (26.6%). Among the total number 
of students in colleges and technical 
schools, there are more girls than boys. 
Thus, in colleges, the proportion of girls is 
87.4%, and boys - 12.6%. In technical 

schools, girls make up 53.3%, and boys - 

46.7%. 

 

2022/2023

2020/2021

2021/2022

79,0

57,0

53,0

Colleges

Technical schools

184,3

95,4

119,0

Colleges

Technical schools

168,3

95,2

105,0

Colleges

Technical schools

Professional schools

Professional schools

Professional schools

53,3%

46,7%

Colleges

83,4

12,0

Professional schools

49,1

135,2

Technical schools

80,1

38,9



Graduates of educational institutions with primary, secondary  

and secondary specialized, vocational education 

(for 2022, thousand people) 

The teaching staff of educational institutions with primary, secondary  

and secondary special, vocational education 

(at the beginning of the academic year, people) 

In all educational institutions with primary, secondary and secondary specialized, 

vocational education, an increase in the teaching staff can be noted over the past three 

years. Thus, at the beginning of the 2022/2023 academic year, compared to the 2020/2022 

academic year, their number increased by 45.5%. 
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A B CA B C A B C

Professional schools

2020/2021
6466

11771

2022/2023

Colleges

2020/2021
3685

3955
2022/2023

Technical schools

2020/2021
3793

4561

2022/2023

Jizzakh

Andijan

Rep. of Karakalpakstan

Navoi

Namangan

Fergana

Syrdarya

Surkhandarya

Khorezm

Bukhara

Samarkand

Kashkadarya

Tashkent city

Tashkent
Total for the republic



Distribution of vocational schools by regions, units* 

(at the beginning of the 2022/2023 academic year) 

Samarkand 

Kashkadarya 

Tashkent 

Andijan 

Fergana 

Surkhandarya 

Namangan 

Khorezm 

Rep. of Karakalpakstan 

Bukhara 

Jizzakh 

Syrdarya 

Navoi 

Tashkent city 

37 

35 

33 

33 

32 

29 

27 

25 

22 

20 

15 

12 

11 

6 

2021    2022  

342 337 

For information: in vocational schools, training 

is carried out in groups formed from graduates  

of the ninth grade of general education institutions 

on the basis of two-year integrated programs  

of general education subjects and specialty subjects 

in full-time education. 

Number of vocational  

schools, units 
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At the beginning of the 2022/2023 academic year, there are 337 vocational 

schools in Uzbekistan, with the largest number recorded in Samarkand region (37 units), 

the smallest - in Tashkent (6 units). 

* including schools of culture and arts 



Distribution of students in vocational schools, thousand people 

(at the beginning of the academic year) 

4,8 

Fergana 

Tashkent  

Samarkand  

Andijan 

Kashkadarya 

Namangan 

Surkhandarya 

Bukhara 

Rep. of Karakalpakstan 

Khorezm 

Jizzakh 

Navoi 

Syrdarya 

Tashkent city 

11,0 

10,0 

8,9 

6,8 

6,6 

5,1 

20,7 
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Girls  

26,6 % 

Boys  

73,4 % 

By region 

at the beginning of the 2022/2023 academic year 

At the beginning of the 

2022/2023 academic year, 

184.3 thousand students study 

at vocational schools. In terms 

of territories, this is higher 

than in other regions, for 

example, in Fergana region - 

26.1 thousand people, the city 

of Tashkent - 4.8 thousand 

students. 

If all students in vocational schools are taken 

as 100%, then 26.6% of them are girls, 73.4% are 

boys. 
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1 403 

1 635 

239 
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Kashkadarya 
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Distribution of teachers in vocational schools by region, people 

 (at the beginning of the academic year, without part-timers) 

Republic of Uzbekistan 

In 2022, the number of teachers teaching  

in the country's vocational schools increased  

by 9 931 people, or, if compared with 2021, by 

1.2 times, and, in general, it amounted to 11 771 

people. 

In the context of regions, the largest 

number of them was recorded in Kashkadarya 

region – 1 635 people, and the smallest - in 

Tashkent – 259 people. 



Number of colleges, units  

(at the beginning of the academic year) 
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By region Republic of Uzbekistan 

At the beginning of the 

2022/2023 academic year, there are 183 

colleges in the country, of which the 

largest number is recorded in Fergana 

region (21 units), the smallest in Navoi 

region (4 units). 
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Distribution of college students, thousand people 

 (at the beginning of the academic year) 

By region Republic of Uzbekistan 

At the beginning of the 2022/2023 

academic year, 95.1 thousand students are 

studying in the Republic of Uzbekistan in 

183 colleges, the highest figure was recorded 

in Fergana region (14.2 thousand students), 

the lowest in Navoi region (1.8 thousand 

people). 



Tashkent city 
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Samarkand 

Namangan 

Kashkadarya 
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Jizzakh 
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320 
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2021/2022 2022/2023 

 By region 

3 873 3 955 

2021/2022 2022/2023 

SECONDARY SPECIALIZED, VOCATIONAL 

EDUCATION IN THE REPUBLIC OF UZBEKISTAN 

14 

Distribution of college teachers 

 (at the beginning of the academic year)  

 Republic of Uzbekistan 

At the beginning of the 2022/2023 

academic year, 3 955 teachers (excluding part-

time teachers) work in colleges, which, 

compared with 2021 (in 2021 - 3 873 people), 

increased by 1.0%. 
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215 207 

2021/2022 2022/2023 

Distribution of technical schools by region, units 

 (at the beginning of the school year) 

Republic of Uzbekistan 

At the beginning of the 2022/2023 

academic year, the number of technical 

schools in the country was 215 units, 

which, compared with the beginning of 

the 2021/2022 academic year, increased 

by 28 units. 7 

11 

11 

13 

13 

14 

14 

15 

17 

17 

19 

20 

21 

23 

6 

11 

9 

11 

9 

11 

13 

13 

14 

14 

19 

17 

18 

22 

Syrdarya 

Tashkent city 

Navoi 

Kashkadarya 

Khorezm 

Bukhara 

Jizzakh 

Rep. of Karakalpakstan 

Surkhandarya 

Tashkent 

Namangan 

Andijan 

Fergana 

Samarkand 

2021/2022 

2022/2023 



6,0 

2,2 

4,2 

6,7 

7,4 

7,6 

7,5 

7,9 

9,9 

8,3 

8,0 

9,7 

11,8 

8,5 

19,3 

2,2 

4,4 

5,3 

6,0 

6,6 

6,7 

7,3 

7,5 

7,7 

7,7 

10,4 

10,5 

11,1 

11,5 

Syrdarya 

Khorezm 

Surkhandarya 

Rep. of 

Karakalpakstan 

Bukhara 

Navoi 

Jizzakh 

Tashkent city 

Namangan 

Tashkent 

Kashkadarya 

Fergana 

Andijan 

Samarkand 

2021/2022 2022/2023 

SECONDARY SPECIAL, VOCATIONAL 

EDUCATION IN THE REPUBLIC OF UZBEKISTAN 

16 

Distribution of students of technical schools,  

thousand people 

 (at the beginning of the school year) 

By region Republic of Uzbekistan 

At the beginning of the 2022/2023 

academic year, 119.0 thousand students are 

studying in technical schools in the country, 

the highest figure was recorded in 

Samarkand region (19.3 thousand 

students), the lowest in Syrdarya region 

(2.2 thousand people). 
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95 

188 

243 

287 

288 

298 

299 

300 

305 

359 

380 

405 

418 

699 

178 

199 

243 

333 

437 

375 

269 

270 

334 

480 

359 

359 

383 

675 

Syrdarya 

Khorezm 

Navoi 

Jizzakh 

Andijan 

Kashkadarya 

Bukhara 

Tashkent 

Surkhandarya 

Namangan 

Rep.of 

Karakalpakstan 

Tashkent city 

Fergana 

Samarkand 

2021/2022 2022/2023 

SECONDARY SPECIAL, VOCATIONAL EDUCATION IN 

THE REPUBLIC OF UZBEKISTAN 

17 

Number of teachers of technical schools, people 
(at the beginning of the school year) 

By region Republic of Uzbekistan 

At the beginning of the 

2022/2023 academic year, 4,561 

teachers worked in technical schools, 

which is 1.1 times less than in the 

previous academic year (4,894). In 

terms of regions, the largest number of 

teachers was noted in Samarkand 

region - 699 people, the smallest - in 

Syrdarya region - 95 people. 

           4 561 2022/2023 

                      4 894 2021/2022 
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The system of secondary specialized, vocational educational 

institutions is represented by academic lyceums, vocational schools, colleges and 

technical schools that create the necessary organizational, educational, 

methodological, material, technical, psychological and pedagogical conditions for 

the implementation of the goals and objectives of primary, secondary and 

secondary specialized, vocational education. 

Academic Lyceum is a key link in the system of continuous education, 

which provides all citizens of the Republic of Uzbekistan with a guaranteed right 

and provides an opportunity to receive free general education within the 

framework of the standards of state general education. 

Vocational education is a system of continuous education that forms and 

develops students' professional competencies in a particular specialty and 

profession. 

Vocational schools are educational institutions that provide training at the 

stage of primary, vocational education for the purpose of social support for 

graduates of the ninth grade on the basis of educational programs corresponding 

to the third level according to the international classification. 

Colleges are educational institutions operating within the system of 

ministries and departments that provide training on the basis of educational 

programs corresponding to the fourth level according to the international 

classification. 

A technical school is an educational institution that corresponds to the 

fifth level according to the international classification, trains personnel on the 

basis of educational programs integrated with the higher education system, and 

operates under higher educational organizations. 
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