XIX. TRANSPARENCY, OPENNESS AND PUBLICITY-

an important basis for economic development

As a result of consistent implementation of measures to create a system of state
statistics, an integral system for the collection, accumulation, storage, processing
and publication of statistical information with a wide use of modern information
and communication technologies has been formed in the country.

At the same time, the forms used and the methods for collecting, summarizing
and analyzing statistical data used in the practice of the statistical work in preparation
do not fully correspond to modern requirements and the international standard, which led
to the decision to improve the work in this direction.

On July 31, 2017, the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan adopted a Decree
“On measures to improve the activities of the State Committee of the Republic
of Uzbekistan on Statistics” No, PD — 3165, which served as the legal basis
for determining the future objectives of the system.

The decree outlined the priority activities of the State Committee of the Republic
of Uzbekistan on Statistics and its territorial divisions for 2017-2021
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Based on the requirements of this resolution, the “Comprehensive plan-activities”
was adopted, as well as “Action Plans” to fulfill priority tasks.

During the reporting period, a number of activities were carried out and results
were achieved, including:

- the organizational structure of the State Committee of the Republic of
Uzbekistan on Statistics and its territorial subdivisions was revised, rotation of the staff of
the management staff of the sectoral departments and departments of the system of the
State Committee of the Republic of Uzbekistan for Statistics was carried out. These



measures were also carried out in the territorial units. A regulatory and legal framework
has been created to clearly define the functions and responsibilities of all units of the
system for the full and high-quality execution of state statistical work;

- In the central office of the State Committee of the Republic of Uzbekistan on
Statistics, the Office for Information Dissemination, International Information Exchange
and Public Relations and the Office for Social Statistics and Sustainable Development
were established, At the same time, in order to improve and expand the analytical
information and statistical indicators that are being prepared, 14 information-analytical
departments were established in the structure of the sectoral departments of the State
Committee of the Republic of Uzbekistan on Statistics;

- The main goal of the information and analytical departments was to bring the
system of statistical observations in line with international standards, the formation of
reliable statistical information that most reveals the results of reforms covering
socioeconomic processes at the macroeconomic, sectoral and regional levels, the
operative and qualitative analysis of information, ensuring maximum openness and
transparency of statistical information to a wide range of domestic and foreign users.

Implemented activities

The relevant regulatory and legal acts designed to implement
""" i' this resolution have been developed and approved.

N -

The activity of the system of the State Committee of the Republic

@' of Uzbekistan on Statistics was critically reviewed.

At the central office of the Goskomstat created
the “Department of Information Dissemination, International
Data Exchange and Public Relations” and “Department of
Social Statistics and Sustainable Development”.
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0548 i Rotation of the management staff of the branch departments and
: divisions of the system of Goskomstat was carried out.

As a result of the work carried out, at the present time, annual and quarterly
analytical materials and monthly press releases are being prepared and communicated to
the public through mass media, republican and local publications, as well as through
official websites of the State Committee of the Republic of Uzbekistan on Statistics and
its territorial subdivisions, characterizing socio-economic situation of the republic and
regions.
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Activities to improve analytical work

The quality and content of the statistical
publications are improved.

Diagrams, infographics and modern visualization
methods are widely used in statistical
compilations, analytical materials and information.

The contents of the published data books, including the “Socio-Economic
Situation of the Republic of Uzbekistan” and the *“Socio-Economic Review of the
Republic of Uzbekistan”, were revised, and the quality of the information provided was
improved by adding diagrams, infographics and modern visualization methods.

Measures to inform a wide range of the public
about the results of the ongoing reforms of the social and
economic development of the Republic of Uzbekistan

Based on the schedule, statistical
information and analytical
materials are published

Cooperation with representatives
of mass media is established

In the International Press Club
organized a debates on
topical issues

In terms of quality and content,
the official website of the State
Committee on Statistics has been
updated

Created a page in Facebook
and a group in Telegram
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Close cooperation with the media has been established, in particular, the “Joint
Work Plan” with the National Television and Radio Company of Uzbekistan was
developed and approved, on the basis of which the results of ongoing reforms of social
and economic development of Uzbekistan are regularly reported on the national and local
TV channels in the form of information broadcasts.

Based on the decree of the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of Uzbekistan of
November 22, 2017, the working group consisting of the State Statistics Committee of
Uzbekistan, the Ministry of Economy, Finance, Employment and Labor Relations, and
the Central Bank, publishes analytical materials, press releases, indicators and
infographics in the mass media and on public information sites, and also debates on
topical issues are organized at the international press club.

For example, in November, 2017, together with representatives of the Central
Bank, a debate was organized on the theme “Liberalization of currency: preliminary
results and prospects”, also in December, jointly with the Ministry of Economics on the
theme “Social and economic development of the Republic of Uzbekistan: trends,
problems and prospects”.

In addition, in order to inform the public about the results of the reforms
implemented in the system of state statistics, in December 2017 a press conference was
held on “Measures to improve the organization of the state statistics system, improve the
quality of statistical information and its dissemination”.

A new version of the official website of the State Statistics Committee of
Uzbekistan has been launched since November 1, 2017, The new version of the official
site was developed on the basis of suggestions and feedback from users, among the
advantages of which can be seen in an easy-to-use interface, grouping of provided
statistical information, as well as interactive services in separate sections, expanding the
range and coverage of statistical data provided.

Implemented changes in the official website of the State Committee on Statistics

User-friendly interface

Created sections for the
analytical materials
publication
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indicators in one section
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services are grouping
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On the new version of the official website of the State Committee of the Republic
of Uzbekistan on Statistics constantly places analytical materials characterizing the socio-
economic achievements of the country in the form of annual and quarterly analytical
materials, as well as monthly press releases in specially created sections “Analytical

Materials”, “Quarterly Analyzes” and “Press releases”, Similar information is also posted
on the websites of territorial statistical offices.

Over the past period since November 1, 2017, the site has seen more than
85 thousand visits, More than 75 thousand visits are residents of the Republic of
Uzbekistan, but there are also visits of non-residents from 87 countries, (Russia - over
3 320 visits, the United States over 730, the United Kingdom about 300, China about
290, Kazakhstan over 240, South Korea over 200, Germany about 180, Japan over
120 and others over 4,200 visits.

Analysis of the use of the official website of the State Committee on Statistics

Since November 1, 2017, over
75,000 visits have been made to
residents of the Republic of
Uzbekistan, as well as visits to non-
residents from 87 countries.
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On a regular basis, surveys are conducted on user satisfaction provided by
statistical information and interactive services provided through the official website of the
State Committee of the Republic of Uzbekistan on Statistics, and on the basis of the
survey results, necessary measures are taken to improve and improve it.

Also, in order to quickly bring news and results of reforms of the socio-economic
development of the republic in the system of statistical bodies to a wide range of users, a
page was created in the social network “Facebook” and a group in the messenger
“Telegram”.

Measures are taken to improve and simplify statistical observations, expand the
range of sample surveys, reduce the reporting load on respondents by optimizing
statistical reporting.
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In particular, statistical observations of the activities of small enterprises and
microfirms, dehkan and farmer enterprises in the form of generalized and simplified
integrated questionnaires have been improved.

Also, the possibility of analyzing householder surveys and a system of permanent
statistical observations of the activities of the informal sector of the economy has been
expanded.

Measures on improvement of the calculation methods and the composition
of the collected indicators

Methods of statistical observation of the activities of small enterprises and
microfirms, dekhkan farms and farmers have been improved.

- The system of constant statistical observations of the activities
of the informal sector of the economy has been expanded.

4 A new methodology for calculating and monitoring inflation
has been put into practice.

4 Methods and methodologies of calculations on the basis of "System
' of National Accounts - 2008" have been improved.

If, in previous years, statistical reporting was the main source of information,
based on the results of implemented activities, since 2018 the share of statistical reporting
has decreased to 53,8 percent.

23,1 %

Administrative data Statistical

#  Sample survey * and statistical observations * reportings
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Also, methods and techniques of calculations based on the “System of National
Accounts-2008” have been improved.

A strategy for the development of a modern statistical observation system that
meets the requirements of international standards, the use of methods and methodologies
for the coverage, collection and processing of information that analyses the results of
socio-economic processes and phenomena at the macroeconomic, sectoral and regional
levels has been developed and is being introduced to practice.

A new methodology for calculating and monitoring inflation has been introduced
into practice.

The composition of the observed The number of surveyed outlets
goods and services is expanded (objects) has been expanded

(in 2017 - 350, in 2018 — 386) (in 2017 -10.000, in 2018 -12.000)

Optimized the list of cities and areas Based on international experience, starting
included in the sample from January 1, 2018, the calculation of
(in 2017 - 99, in 2018 - 120) consumer price indices for fixed weights

was put into practice

Progress has been made in ensuring maximum transparency and openness of the
information provided to a wide range of domestic and foreign users, as well as
cooperation with international statistical organizations.

In particular, the Draft Program of State Statistical Works for 2018 envisages
providing the general public, including international financial, economic and statistical
organizations with relevant information about the results of the social and economic
reforms of the Republic of Uzbekistan.

With a view to real and full evaluation of the position of the Republic
of Uzbekistan on international rankings, cooperation and information exchange with
17 international organizations was established, and the list of international information
exchange organizations for 2018 was also revised and expanded to 23.

Close co-operation with the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe
was achieved, and on November 1-2, the State Committee for Statistics organized a
training seminar jointly with the UNECE, where the director of the statistical department
Lidia Bratanova and the international expert Steven Vale participated, During the
seminar, experts presented UNECE activities in the field of statistics and discussed
technical cooperation between the UNECE and the State Committee on Statistics of the
Republic of Uzbekistan.

Statistical Review of the Republic of Uzbekistan.



The seminar examined the general model of statistical business processes and its
use in practice, and also covered the issues of maintaining statistics on the goals of
sustainable development, An agreement was also reached on further expanding the
cooperation of the parties in this direction.

Also, active work is underway to cooperate with statistical agencies of other
countries, In particular, the Memorandum of Understanding and Cooperation in Statistics
was signed between the State Committee of the Republic of Uzbekistan on Statistics
and the National Statistical Committee of the Kyrgyzstan Republic.

Along with this, meetings are held with representatives of foreign embassies
and consulates, international organizations and economic and financial institutions,
In particular, meetings were held with the ambassadors of the Republic of Kazakhstan,
the Federal Republic of Germany, representatives of the International Monetary Fund,
the European Economic Commission, the World Bank, the Asian Development Bank
and others.

In addition, meetings are held with representatives of foreign embassies
and consulates, international organizations and economic and financial institutions,
In particular, meetings were held with the ambassadors of the Republic of Kazakhstan,
the Federal Republic of Germany, representatives of the International Monetary Fund,
the European Economic Commission, the World Bank, the Asian Development Bank
and others.

Measures to expand cooperation with international organizations
in the field of statistics

The exchange of information with international organizations is expanding
(in 2017, 17 questionnaires, in 2018, 23 questionnaires are planned).

Meetings are held with representatives of embassies
and consulates of foreign countries, international organizations
and economic and financial institutions.

Cooperation has been established and the Memorandum
on Mutual Understanding and Cooperation in Statistics with the
National Statistical Committee of the Kyrgyz Republic was signed.

Cooperation has been established with the United Nations
Economic Commission for Europe. A seminar was organized
in Goskomstat jointly with UNECE.

Cooperation was established with the International
Monetary Fund on the participation of the Republic
of Uzbekistan's in the IMF's e - GDDS.
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Along with this, cooperation with the International Monetary Fund is expanding,
The decree of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan of September 12, 2017 “On
measures to ensure accessibility and openness of economic and financial data for the
Republic of Uzbekistan” No, p-5 054 plays an important role in this direction.

In order to ensure the quality and timely execution of the decree, as well as the
timely and full dissemination of the required information, the Government approved the
inter-ministerial Working Group and an appropriate corresponding action plan has been
developed, Along with this, the State Committee of the Republic of Uzbekistan on
Statistics adopted an order and a comprehensive action plan to implement this decree.
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In addition, on the official website of the State Committee of the Republic of
Uzbekistan on Statistics, was created a page of the IMF R-SARD, which was filled out by
the interdepartmental working group with all the necessary content in three languages
(Uzbek, Russian and English), including metadata and data release calendars.

Measures for the accession of the Republic of Uzbekistan to the IMF e-GDDS

A letter was sent to the
Director of the IMF's
Negotiations Statistics Department

with representatives

of the IMF I

Regular meetings
of the interdepartmental
working group

|
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V e-GDDS was created on
IMF mission for technical the official website of the

support expected in State Statistics Committee
February 2018 VI which is filled with the

necessary information

Inventory of indicators
for compliance with
international standards
( \ ® The page of the IMF’s

The educational and thematic programs of the Center for Retraining and
Statistical Research under the State Committee of the Republic of Uzbekistan on
Statistics for 2017 have been updated, Also developed and approved programs for the
development of skills and retraining of personnel in the system for 2018.

Agreements were signed with the Tashkent State Economic University, the
National University of Uzbekistan and the Tashkent Financial Institute for conducting
educational and practical activities, staffing and employment, cooperation in research and
development, and the joint development and publication of educational and
methodological manuals.

Along with this, seminars and round tables are organized on a regular basis in the
leading higher educational institutions of the country, in order to inform the public about
the results of ongoing social and economic reforms in the country.

In particular, seminars were held in October at the Tashkent State Economic
University and at the National University of Uzbekistan, as well as in December, a “round
table” at the Tashkent Financial Institute on “National Statistical System, Reforms,
Results and Further Plans” Such events will be held on a regular basis.
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The staff of the system of the State Committee of the Republic of Uzbekistan
on Statistics take constant part in international seminars and training courses,
In particular, in 2017, 53 employees participated in 40 seminars and training courses in
Austria, Switzerland, France, Italy, Spain, Hungary, Greece, Serbia, South Korea, China,
Thailand, Turkey, Belarus, Lithuania, Montenegro, Georgia, Kazakhstan and Azerbaijan,
organized by international organizations, such as the UN Statistics Division, UNECE,
UNICEF, FAO, Eurostat, SIAP, IMF, World Bank, European Free Trade Association
and others.

One of the main directions of the state program “The Year of Dialogue with the
People and Human Interests” is the implementation of an open dialogue with the public,
the creation of favorable conditions for unhindered expression of opinions and appeals to
state authorities, in particular, to state statistics authorities.

Measures to implement the state program *“Year of Dialogue with the People
and Human Interests” and strengthen the performance discipline

On a regular basis, seminars and round tables are organized
in higher educational institutions of the republic

The "Virtual Reception of the Chairman* was
put in place on the website of the State Statistics Committee.
(In 2017, there were 112 applications)

Received 111 applications during
the field meetings were carried out.

In 2017 received appeals (total 2096) of individuals
and legal entities were satisfied.

In 2017, the State Committee of the Republic of Uzbekistan on Statistics carried
out a number of activities in this direction, In particular, for 2017, the State Committee of
the Republic of Uzbekistan on Statistics received 2096 appeals from individuals and legal
entities, among them 782 or 37,3 percent of the circulation of individuals, 1314 or
62,7 percent of the circulation of legal entities, Each appeal was taken on separate control
in a timely and qualitative decision.

Since March 2017, the Virtual Reception of the Chairman has been functioning on
the official website of the State Committee of the Republic of Uzbekistan on Statistics.

The leadership of the State Committee of the Republic of Uzbekistan on Statistics
carries out receptions of citizens with a visit to the field. Measures have been taken
to execute the 111 appeals received during outreach reception organized in the Republic
of Karakalpakstan, regions and in the Tashkent city.
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Structure of incoming applications by source of income

(614:,5041@_\\& Through the virtual reception of the

» President of the Republic of Uzbekistan

Through the Virtual Reception
»* of the Chairman of State Committee on
Statistics

Through a single portal of state-run
interactive services

Through e-mail
264
120 (12,6 %) i _
» Written appeals sent directly
to the State Committee on Statistics

Oral appeals received at the meetings
¥ ofthe leadership of the State Committee
on Statistics

(2,2 %) (5,3 %)

Along with the above, priority tasks are determined for 2018 and the following
years:

1. Timely and full execution of decrees, resolutions, orders, decisions and tasks of
the President and the Government of the Republic of Uzbekistan.

2. Timely and high-quality execution of the “Program of State Statistical Works
for 20187, further improvement and expansion of analytical work revealing socio-
economic processes and phenomena.

3. Taking measures to further improve the practice and the methodology for
organizing statistical work on the basis of international experience and standards.

4. Further improvement of the official site of State Committee on Statistics,
satisfaction of user requirements and creation of new opportunities and amenities in their
use.

5. Providing the required information to international organizations that serve
to improve the ranking, level and image of the Republic of Uzbekistan on the world
scene, accelerate the work on accession of the Republic of Uzbekistan to the
IMF e-GDDS.

6. Taking measures to further increase the human resources, continuing
cooperation with the leading higher educational institutions of the Republic, continuous
improvement
of the teaching and thematic methods and programs of the Center for Retraining and
Statistical Research.

7. Further continuation of work on holding seminars and roundtables in higher
educational institutions of the republic, in order to reach the public at large on the results
of ongoing social and economic reforms in the country.

8. Strengthening the performance discipline, ensuring satisfaction of applications
through timely consideration and positive implementation of each appeal.

State Committee on Statistics will continue to take all necessary measures to
improve the activities of state statistics bodies on the timely and full implementation of
decrees, resolutions, orders, decisions and instructions of the President and the
Government of the Republic of Uzbekistan.
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